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Literature courses in the Department of English offer students the opportunity to study influential writings from the British, American, and global Anglophone traditions.  Courses may focus on a historical period, an issue or theme, a critical approach, or a literary genre.   Literature provides imaginative and critical insights into all areas of human experience—war and peace, nature and culture, love and sexuality, selfhood and social identity, justice and atrocity, the sacred and the profane, the burdens of history and the dreams of the future.   Learning to attend to the complexities of literary texts helps students become more active and critical readers, and the creative aspects of literary texts highlight the ability of the written word to elicit feeling, to cultivate an imaginative openness to others’ experiences, and to call us to account as humans.  Studying literature at the college level encourages all PLU graduates to view the reading of challenging and imaginative texts as an essential and rewarding part of a life-long commitment to learning and growth.

General Education Element Description
Interpreting Living Traditions for a Humane Future

Drawing on the rich traditions of languages and literatures, religion, and philosophy, the Humanities cultivates an intellectual and imaginative connection between a living past and the global challenges of our future.  Humanities courses engage the complex traditions that shape the ways we think about and act in the world.

Literature:  Literary study explores how writers from a vast array of cultural traditions have used the creative resources of language—in fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction prose—to explore the entire range of human experience. The practice of reading literary texts exercises the imagination, cultivates a capacity for understanding ambiguity and complexity, and instills a sensitivity to the diversities of human existence. Literary study builds skills of analytical and interpretive argument, helping students become creative and critical writers.
General Education Element Learning Outcomes

The English Department has developed the following learning objectives for 190 and 200-level literature courses.  Students may also fulfill the Literature Element by taking a 300-level literature course, which, will include more advanced learning objectives in addition to those listed here.  (Please refer to the English Department’s list of learning outcomes for majors):

The student will:

1. gain an introductory knowledge of the some of the issues explored in influential works of the English-language tradition, and of some of the stylistic strategies writers have used to explore those issues;

2. read complex texts actively:  recognize key passages; raise questions; appreciate complexity and ambiguity; comprehend the literal and figurative uses of language;

3. appreciate literary form:  recognize how form and structure shape a text’s meaning; appreciate how genre generates expectations and shapes meanings;

4. interpret texts with an awareness of and curiosity for other viewpoints; 

5. practice writing as a process of motivated inquiry, engaging other writers’ ideas through the use of quotations, paraphrase, allusions and summary.   Use sources well and cite them correctly;

6. increase confidence in speaking publicly:   articulate clear questions and ideas in class discussion; listen thoughtfully and respectfully to others’ ideas; and prepare, organize, and deliver engaging oral presentations;

7. attend to a wider range of voices within and across cultures; and,

8. enjoy the experience of reading challenging literature:  appreciate literature’s ability to elicit feeling, cultivate the imagination, and call us to account as humans.

Alignment to the University ILOs

University ILOs that align to this General Education element are:

Knowledge Base

· An understanding of the interconnections among these basic liberal arts and sciences that provide the broad framework for living with the complexities of life.

Critical Reflection

· Select sources of information using appropriate research methods, including those employing technology, and make use of that information carefully and critically

· Expression

· Interaction with others

· Valuing

· Multiple Frameworks
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