Determining the Appropriate Informed Consent Procedure
The HPRB allows researchers to obtain informed consent with a written cover letter in place of signed informed consent forms when the procedure allows for anonymity.  Use these questions to determine which method of informed consent your research method requires.

Question 1:  Does your procedure require participants to complete an interview or focus group where they are interacting directly with the researcher and/or other participants?
If yes ( You cannot assure anonymity.  You need a signed informed consent form from each participant.


If no ( go to Question 2
Question 2:  Does your procedure require participants to complete any task where the researcher and/or other participants will immediately see the results (e.g., a puzzle where the researcher records time to completion)? 
If yes ( You cannot assure anonymity.  You need a signed informed consent form from each participant.


If no ( go to Question 3
Question 3:  Does your procedure meet ALL of the following criteria?

___ Participants will provide information only using a written or computerized questionnaire.

___ Demographic questions cannot be used to identify individual participants.

___ If data is collected in groups, participants will be seated so that they cannot see each others’ responses.
___ If data is collected using a written questionnaire, participants will be provided identical writing utensils.
___ If data is collected using a written questionnaire, participants will deposit their completed forms in a box or manila envelope.

___Completed research materials will be aggregated into groups of no fewer than 10 participants’ materials and will be shuffled before examination by the investigator.

If yes ( You can assure anonymity.  You may use a written cover letter 

If No ( You cannot assure anonymity.  You need a signed informed consent form from each participant.

