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“Brilliant,” “witty,” “generous,” “always expanding his own knowledge base” and  “a born pedagogue” are just a few of the terms that faculty colleagues and students employ to explain the character of Dr. Peter Grosvenor’s consistent excellence in teaching.  He is a superb teacher in political science, in interdisciplinary studies programs, and in more public university and community venues.
Peter is famous for the high expectations he sets for his students.  As one put it: “Signing up for a Grosvenor course . . . is a guarantee that I will become a more developed academic thinker.” Said another: “I don’t know how ready I am to graduate in eight months, but I do know that I will be well prepared to look at the world and apply what I have learned in Dr. Grosvenor’s classes to help me understand it.” 

Colleagues and students recognize Peter’s genius at course design and facilitation.  As one nominator summarized: “His courses are structured with background information (history), theory and current events, and then space for the student to explore or take control. He weaves information throughout the course so that everything is correlated in some way, making complex information straightforward to process and comprehend.   This makes the course feel complete.  His lectures spur constant questions and are open to student interaction.”   Peter combines effective design with masterful facilitation. “Professor Grosvenor has a unique patience with students that I have rarely found in other courses at this University.  He has an ability to twist questions, which seem to be off topic or poorly worded, into his next point or relate it to the topic at hand, making no question or comment undeserving to voice.  This truly encourages me, and other students, to ask questions and to experiment with different interpretations or understandings of the theory or topic being discussed.”
Dr. Grosvenor’s teaching evaluations from students are outstanding not only numerically but in the consistent articulation by students of the nature and significance of their learning in his courses. He reaches students at all levels and in a variety of programs.  He is the person most responsible for the number of political science majors more than doubling, from the mid-40s to over 100, since he began his tenure-track teaching career at PLU in 1997.  
Colleagues in Global Studies, the International Core and International Honors point to the care with which Peter constructs courses and to his ability to bring highly theoretical material, current events, and student questions into alignment in ways that significantly advance learning.  They praise the clarity and effectiveness of his use of multiple methodologies in interdisciplinary courses.  Peter “models the need for human wisdom, for a broad and deep knowledge . . . from multiple disciplines and frameworks in order to understand the world . . . .” Grosvenor is disciplined about increasing his knowledge base in every area that he teaches.   Finally, colleagues appreciate Peter’s generosity toward them, a generosity expressed through his sharing resources relevant to their courses and is willingness to discuss issues around teaching.  
For consistently powerful instruction in the classroom and larger venues, instruction that awakens students’ minds, instruction that embodies fidelity to the material and to rigor of thought, and that is grounded in an unfailing confidence in students’ capacity to learn, Pacific Lutheran University bestows on Dr. Peter Grosvenor the 2008-2009 Faculty Excellence Award in Teaching.
