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For several years, Dr. Lynn Hunnicutt has taught an independent study in graduate level microeconomics to one or two economics majors.  Lynn did so, wrote one colleague, “because she thought that their learning of the material would be a mutually rewarding endeavor and in their best interest in developing their knowledge of economics at a deeper level.”

This independent study is no small feat, as the course’s mathematics alone seriously challenges even the most well-prepared students.  Beyond the regularly scheduled class time, Lynn spends countless hours reviewing course material with students to ensure that they understand these new concepts.  As described by one major, “Professor Hunnicutt turned what could have been a frustrating and disappointing class into an unbelievably rewarding experience.”  

In this process Dr. Hunnicutt becomes a mentor to her students, caring deeply about their success, both in and out of the classroom.  Her mentorship to these independent study students and to her senior capstone students begins with one-on-one conversations where “students want to discuss not only their questions about economics but how to manage their work and their lives.” These conversations evolve into “what students want out of their lives. . .and how their work now will create opportunities in their future.”  One of her colleagues describes Lynn as a “true mentor,” one who is “able to build a vision, not only of the task at hand, but of how the pieces fit together into what the student wants to create for themselves.”  Whether she is advising them on a special research project or guiding them through their preparation for graduate school, Lynn makes a profound difference in the lives of her students. 

A notable area in which Lynn has also excelled as a mentor is in her professional and intellectual generosity with new faculty in the department. She has openly and carefully assisted all new faculty in many ways, from simple tasks (such as where to get office keys) to professional guidance regarding the construction of course syllabi, dealing with difficult classroom situations, or writing responses to journal referees and editors. 

For her enthusiasm and dedication as a mentor to students and faculty, Pacific Lutheran University bestows upon Dr. Lynn Hunnicutt the 2008-2009 Faculty Excellence Award for Mentoring in honor of Art Gee. 

