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Dr. Wendelyn Shore already was a noted scholar in the study of word knowledge in childhood and adulthood when she joined the Department of Psychology in 1999. Since coming to PLU, Wendy has expanded her record of scholarship, publishing five articles and completing 15 conference presentations since 2005. 

More recently Wendy has turned her acumen to the exploration of the mentoring relationship with undergraduates, an under-researched area. As colleges and universities turn to mentoring to assist students’ learning and personal development, the need for a clear understanding of complex issues in implementing effective mentoring based on theory and research evidence becomes urgent.

In 2006, Wendy convened a Western Psychological Association symposium entitled, “Perspectives on Undergraduate Mentoring.” In 2008, she published two papers on mentoring.  “Context-specific Effects on Reciprocity and Mentoring Relationships: Ethical Implications”, coauthored with Dana Anderson and Teru Toyokawa, in the leading educational journal Mentoring and Tutoring: Partnership in Learning.  The guest editor described the article as: “a major contribution to our understanding of mentor-protégé dynamics in undergraduate settings,” one that “truly solidifies Dr. Shore’s stature as the leading thinker and writer in the ethics of undergraduate mentoring. . . .She has managed to put Pacific Lutheran University ‘on the map,’ so to speak, within the community of multidisciplinary scholars focused on student-faculty relationships.”

In addition, Dr. Shore has been a tireless advocate for the importance of student/faculty research at PLU.  Through her efforts, the Psychology Department established research laboratories and incorporated student research into the curriculum.  She played the key leadership role in the task force that created the “Strategic Plan for Student-Faculty Research and Creative Projects,” adopted by the PLU faculty in 2005, and has continued to advocate for implementation of the recommendations in that plan.  In addition, Dr. Shore’s professional research on the effects of Explore! and the faculty seminars within PLU’s Wild Hope project  helped to distinguish Wild Hope among the 88 PTEV projects funded by the Lilly Endowment. 

For her strong record of contributions to the field of Psychology, her ground-breaking research on mentoring and her leadership in student/faculty research, Pacific Lutheran University bestows on Professor Wendelyn Shore the 2008-2009 K.T. Tang Award for Faculty Excellence in Research. 

