Residence Hall Congress November 17, 2008

Welcome and Introduction: Ruth introduced herself- RHA president, new meeting format as follows

Hall Reports:

· Foss:

Planning a Thanksgiving/ Christmas decorating party

· Harstad:
Finished first part of Hall Olympics, preparing for holiday 


party in December

· Hinderlie:
Just had the Toga Party, now working on the Christmas 


Party

· Hong:

Working on their holiday party- trying to get an 



international flare, also working on their t-shirt design

· Ordal:

Working on holiday party

· Pflueger:
Getting letters from parents back, planning Christmas 


party/ auction.

· Stuen:

(Tyler used the mic, because he can) ordered Christmas gifts 

and sweatshirts, half of Stuen will be wearing t-shirts with 


Tim Siburg’s face on them, 2nd orders will be available

· Tingelstad:
Working on the Christmas party, sweatshirt orders coming 


in, planning what they want for all campus events.

Reports/Old business

1. Hall Dues

· Allen and Jeff Olsen Krengel have been doing research, and looking at what exactly they want to do.

2. Study Lounge Concerns/ Card Access

· Next semester, everyone who is living in a lounge currently, will be relocated and moved back into traditional rooms, and reopen the lounges as a community space. 

· Please invite them into the your community and help them with their transition into their new space

· Library: Ruth met with some of the library staff, there was some unhappiness when the hours switched back, they have been trying to make this switch for a while and are still trying to move forward with it. The hours will be extended during dead week and finals week. During spring semester they are trying to have extended hours on a trial basis. 

· Ruth has a meeting tomorrow to get increased card access to the UC to make this a space to be at night, and maybe a safer path to lower campus.

3. Smoking near residence halls: 

· Meeting tomorrow 8:15 p.m. in the RHA office

· we would love to increase the committee size

4. Safety Walk Update:

· There was a safety walk, looked at places that could use more light, cut back on vegetation, to make night walking more safe and open.

· The places traveled during the walk were well traveled dirt paths and cement walk-ways

5. PACURH

· Explanation of PACURH/NACURH and what that means to PLU

· Networking opportunity

· See what schools are doing or aren’t doing

· We had a chance present 4 programs

· We also were able to gather new ideas

New Business

· Westmont college

· Clothing drive 

· Facebook group- “Give the shirt off your back to Westmont College”

· Talk to Erika Meyer if you want more information

· Explanation of OTMs- OTM writing party this Sunday (Nov. 23) at 6 p.m. in the RHA office

· J-Term interim members- Application due December 5th
· Open the floor to concerns

· Justin Ferris: Representing the Assins Game for all of Campus, it is his understanding to ban the game from all of campus, so he wants to know why?

· Jeff Olsen Krengel’s response: The reason why- Weapons on campus, some students do take it too far, there have been physical assaults, some students take it too far. The concept of “killing” is not something that is consistent with what Residential Life and PLU uphold. Residential Life has not ban this game; we are just looking for alternatives, using things other than guns, words other than killing. We are just looking for alternatives for things that encourage the community that PLU strives for.

· Pflueger is having a snowball fight- using marshmallow, not working so well because people are eating the marshmallows.

· The language is not consistent with the community and philosophy of Residential Life and PLU- bottom line. You are trying to kill another resident, does that not build community.

· Forming a committee to have the smaller group conversation

· Jimmy Murphy- Plueger

· Cassie Gilbert- Foss

· Justin Ferris- Hinderlie

· Breanne Burnett

· Rash of Theft in Stuen- 

· Laundry, Shower Caddies, Halloween Candy. Is this happening anywhere else or just in Stuen. 

· Other halls are experiencing similar problems with laundry

· Encourage residence to keep their room locked,

· Passive programming about sharing the hall, and creating that community.

· Clean your stuff up- maybe someone was just picking up.

· What is the status of the wheel chair ramp into the first floor lounge of Pflueger

Closing- Next meeting in January or February

If you have any concerns before next month about any issues discussed tonight or new issues please contact RHA at rha@plu.edu

