Residence Hall Congress October 20, 2008

Meeting Called to order by Ruth at 5:34 PST by Ruth

Building roles as advocates for student to discuss issues in this organized space, foster discussion and dialog between yourselves, us and the faculty members that are here, and to create a space to share our compassions and concerns and to work together as a community to solve problems.

Hall Dues Structure:

· To create consistently in how hall due are being charged and addressed to students.

· Information gathering stage: looking at the last three years, what has come in from each hall and how much money has been raised so we can make a recommendation to the “powers that be” of what we think should happen in the future.

Hall Renovations

· Stephanie Serventi

· Updated list of what needs to be renovated in the Residence Halls

· How does Residential Life make decisions about what gets renovated?

· The 4 year bond money is gone/ over

· There is still a university improvement fund which is available to Residential Life

· Factors

· How much money is available

· Safety

· Sustainability

· If we spend money on one thing, will it be able to help save money on other

· “Spread the Love”

· Significant student demand

· Cost

· Available time and human resources

· Questions 

· How do we go about making suggestions?

· Talking to your RD, RHA or coming into Residential Life

· How has the frozen funds affected this

· It has helped us to reevaluate what really needs to get done

Study Lounge Conversions

· Possible alternatives

· Increased card access to other buildings such as Morken

· Been talking to Stephanie and tom about possible extra rooms in the buildings

· The library is open now until 2am

· How the decision is made to convert the lounge- Tom Huelsbeck

· This is not a decisions that is made lightly, we believe in the power of common space in the residence halls

· Use the extra spaces that are there for you such as the extended library hours

· Lounges: by converting the lounges into rooms we are allowing the university to be at the capacity that it is able to be at.

· Part of our mission is to offer housing to all students who want is, the university also has a residency requirement. Another thing that we value and want to offer is single-double rooms.

· How other university deal with this problem

· Tripling: putting 3 people in a double room

· Turing lounges into a temporary space: once there is open space students are moved out of the lounge.

· Student input

· Why can’t T-Stad give up some of their lounges?

· It is a fire code issue dealing with stairwell access issues.

· Lounges used to be community, and now it is gone from Pflueger because the lounges have turned from socializing space and now they are a studying space.

· People in the lounge space don’t feel apart of the community

· Why do people have special access that other people don’t?

· RHA is working on that issue

· 24 hour access to MBR?

· What about Rieke?

· You can be put on the admit list

· What are the random rooms in T-Stad for?

· All of these residence halls were built in a different time and we are trying to live with them in the 21st century.

· The spaces have meant something at once point

· We would love your input into changing these spaces into something useful please let Reslife know

· The deck/ balconies on buildings

· Talk with your RD so we can start that conversations

· The availability of the tower chapel- campus safety has a 24 hour pass list for any one associated with PLU

Smoking near residence halls

· If  there is concern please join the committee

Safety Concerns

· Tom gave us a brief overview of the last few and weeks and available to take questions

· Night-walk: walking around with campus safety to see what areas of campus are safe and which you should be more cautious. 

