Residents Hall Congress March 3, 2009

Meeting called to order: 7:02 PST

Introductions and Welcome:

Explanation of new set up: representing your hall, please view yourselves as such.

Introduction of Guests:

Tom Huelsbeck Director Residential Life

Jeff Wilks Assistant Director Campus Safety

Hall Reports: 
Foss: 

Planning F Games, starting weekly movie nights

Harstad: 
Preparing for Hall competition event 3/13 within the hall. Also getting ready for all hall event April 4?

Hinderlie: 
Figuring out passport weekend sweatshirt reorder

Hong: 

Discoteca this Friday, working on play list. In the Cave 8-12

Ordal: 

Ordal Beach party has been moved to May 9

Pflueger: 
Planning passport weekend, sweatshirt re-orders

Stuen: 
Stuen BBQ first Sunday in May, selling Tim Siburg sweatshirts, $30 a piece. There goal- to have everyone on campus to have Tim paraphernalia

Tingelstad: 
3/13- T-stad Tower of Terror.

New Business:


A] Introduction of New Concept- Resolutions as a Congress

Reading of Resolution 1.0



a. Need Super Majority of 2/3 in attendance to enact



b. Quorum needs to have a minimum of 8 residents in attendance


B] Relationship with Campus Safety



a. Introduction of Issue(s), and Introduction of Tom Huelsbeck, Dean



b. Tom will speak on the issue- Search Procedures, Policy Congruency 

Campus Safety, Students Conduct, and Residential Life are all working together to rework the Room Search Protocol, A topic that has been being revised most of the school year.

Main Concerns

When a serious threat or concern exists there needs to be investigation

Students and their personal spaces need to be respected

University Policy and Standards must be respected

Student Staff need to be respected as they are doing their jobs

Normal Protocol

When staff goes to a room there is a concern that has brought them there, the resident is present, there is dialog, the resident is cooperative. It is usually a pleasant corporative exchange. 

Next step: the concern is explained, after the fridge is opened, the request to look into the closet

Next step: resident is not cooperative- the resident refuses to open fridge, and/or closet. This involves a judgment call, usually involving a policy violation of cooperation and/or alcohol. 

Biggest area of concern: if the resident isn’t there- smells, reports. When the staff arrives and no one answers, but there is reason to believe there is someone in the room. After announcing themselves, they key in, with two staff members present, and after doing a visual exam and leave the room. The room will be locked after they the room. If there was concern about what was seen in the room, several things may happen.

If there is something that is breaking the law, the pierce county serifs deputy will search the room with our without the resident present.

Searching for the resident, noting of what policies are being broken if



c. Discussion if any??

How does contacting a resident occur? 

Anytime a room is entered if the resident is not there the door will be locked, a note will be left, and the resident will be contacted. A residence

Roommate’s drug/alcohol paraphernalia have both students go through student contact? This is more of a student conduct issue.

If there are obvious campus policy violations these do need to be reported.

Why are rooms searched over winter break: RAs are looking for safety concerns

Campus Safety does not enter rooms unless there is a concern that brings them to that room. RAs will report policy violation that they find while doing the Winter break check.



d. Motion to enact Resolution: RHA take a look further for next time


C] Formation of PLU Memorial Exploration Committee



a. Brief introduction of concept and vision



b. Interest from people



c. Need for Creativity, have sign-ups passed around



d. Formal Resolution to enact this ad-hoc committee, voted on

Ordal made a motion (resolution 1.1)

Resolution 1.1 passed

Continuing Business:


A] Update on the Library being open until 1am


B] Take back the tap is going on


C] Application for RHA and RHC

Open Floor for larger Congress Issues:


A] New Issues from the Floor and Discussion 



*PLU Storage Policy Concerns 

Safety concerns: 

What if the wait is too long to get an escort? Extra escort people are being added to the weekend, and try to staff accordingly. We don’t have the budget or vehicles to have everyone on that we would like to have on.

The escort service is really import- and it would be a great project for RHA to take a look at, increased budgets and so on. 

Alternatives: Shuttle around campus- which has its own safety concerns. What Can happen and they would like to happen are conflicting. 

Golf carts? Those were for a limited time, there is a spot in next year’s budget for a golf cart but the student voice certainly does help.

Pay attention to your surroundings.

New Storage Policy:

Biggest issue if you lived with 300 miles of campus

The actual issue isn’t people storing, but people who are removing their items

One of the perks of coming to PLU is the storage is having storage in the residence hall, we are excited to have that privilege. 

Some EJD: Looking into sustainability aspects

The current state of storage rooms isn’t the only rational: there were lots of other issues, Reslife wasn’t the person keeping the policy’s, looking at additional space in residence halls. It was becoming too cumbersome for the Residential life staff, and decreased the customer service. 

Who can we go to? : Tom and Jeff (both present) open to meeting with students open to listening to our ideas. 

What if the storage rooms were given back to RHC

· RHC leaves in the summer, and Reslife still has to deal with it, which falls to RDs RAs and the Reslife staff

Sustainability response: Maybe you shouldn’t have that much stuff with you? When the items are left, it isn’t because Reslife isn’t following up, but people just don’t care. There is a level of sustainability in the consumption and disposal of the items. How much gas did it take to get the items here.

It’s not fair to the RAs to put the work of throwing away or organizing the storage rooms.

Is there a group of students that worked with Reslife on this policy? RHA and President’s Council

Students want to form a resolution to form a committee that works with Residential Life to revise their storage policy

Sustainability: The dumpsters are going to be fuller than they have been in the past

Tuition is rising- understandable, but as tuition rises we shouldn’t lose services.

A vote on creating a committee: passed, as according to resolution 1.2. 

Creation of Storage policy committee

· Works with Reslife

· Gives recommendation based on student concerns.

More Parking on Upper Campus

There is non- if you park on the street you are bound to get a ticket. Only the PLU side is not 2-hour parking.

Other upper campus halls agree.

Tom: PLU has a university parking committee- RHA has a rep on that committee

Timothy: this is also an issue for staff and faculty- If we can assemble this by next week he will present on our behalf. Get something to Timothy by next Tuesday

Resolution 1.3 Passed

Upper campus parking limitations is a concern of on-campus residents, particulary from upper campus residents.

Announcements

Email us with your concerns at rha@plu.edu
Interest fair March 31 @ 7 p.m. 

Last meeting of the year April 17, 7 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 8:11 PST

Minutes Taken by Cori Jo Jahnsen: RHA Communication Director

Email cjahnsen@plu.edu with any questions or rha@plu.edu


