Ramstad Commons Center for Community Engagement and Service

Phone: 253-535-7652 Fax: 253-536-5104 service@plu.edu
Center for Community Engagement

and Service

Academic Service-Learning

Center for Community

Engagement and Service Federal Work Study —America Reads and ASEP Mentors
Tacoma, Washington
98447-0003 Volunteer Center (VC)

What Does the Center for Community Engagement and Service Do?
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Federal Community Service Work Study

America Reads Literacy Program

America Reads is one of the programs
through which PLU uses its federal
community service work study (FCWS)
monies to serve the community. The tutors
are hired and trained by the Center and paid
through FCWS funds. The community
service work study programs are administered
by the Center for Community Engagement
and Service at PLU.

PLU America Reads tutors serve in six
schools located near the PLU campus:
Spanaway Elementary, Thompson
Elementary, Brookdale Elementary,
Harvard Elementary, Fern Hill Elementary,
and James Sales Elementary.

Programs vary from school to school,
but all tutors work under the supervision of
either a classroom teacher or reading or
learning specialist. Activities may include,
but are not limited to: reading aloud to
children, listening to children read,
rudimentary assessment of children's reading
skills and needs, and assisting children with
practice in phonics, identification of sight

What is the Volunteer Center?

Big Buddies After-School Program

Mentors work one-on-one with
elementary school children at James Sales
Elementary as part of the After School
Enrichment Program (ASEP), also known as
Big Buddies. This partnership between PLU and
James Sales has been established for over thirty
years.

Mentors help children with assigned
homework, facilitate games, coordinate arts &
craft projects, supervise group activities, and
assist other mentors with the day-to-day
organization of the program.

Mentors are given training and ongoing
support, provided by the Center for Community
Engagement and Service. The program runs
from 3-6 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday.
Transportation to and from the school site is
provided by the program.

For more information about Big Buddies or
America Reads, please contact Tiffany Lemmon,
Program Specialist for the Center for Community

Engagement and Service at 253-535-7173 or
e-mail lemmontm@plu.edu.

For more

Volunteer Center

information

The Volunteer Center’s (VC) purpose
is to provide PLU with
opportunities to become involved
both on and off campus and to
connect local non-profit agencies,
advocacy groups, and public service
organizations with the PLU student
body. The VC also sponsors campus
wide events throughout the year such
as Volunteer Fairs, Hunger &
Homelessness Awareness Week,
National Volunteer Week, and many
others.

With hundreds of agencies on
file, the VC provides information

about specific volunteer
opportunities for students, faculty,
and staff. Our community contacts
repeatedly seek PLU volunteers
through the VC, as it 1s an integral
part of the Center for Community
Engagement and Service.

The Volunteer Center is run
by two student Co-Directors and is
located in Ramstad 116.
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e To gain new skills

e To get to know your
community better

e To gain experience

Why volunteer?
e To meet new people

e To be a good citizen
e To have fun

e To fulfill a
community need

o To test leadership
skills

e To explore new
topics, ideas, etc.

e To acquire self-
confidence

about the
Volunteer Center,
please call
253-535-8318
or email

volunteer@plu.edu

Visit us on the Web @
www.plu.edu/volunteer




