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DL MATTINGLY

rence in Tripolitania? To what extent did the exploitation of an olive oil surplus shape the
destiny of the Tripolitanian cities and their chief inhabitants? A we shall see, the market-
ing of the Tripolitanian oil had Mediterranean as well as local impact and, in exploring
hypothetical answers to these key questions, the argument must touch on wider issues such
as the nature of the ancient cconomy and the relationship between town and country in the
Roman world. The ful| development of these aspects of the study is well beyond the scope
of this paper (for recent restatements and revisions of the predominant, minimalist, view of
the Roman cconomy. see Garnsey and Saller 1987, 43-103: Hopkins 1980. Greene 1986,
provides a good summary of different views. Note also my further study, Mattingly forth-
coming, and the different maximising mentality of Italian scholarship, Giardina 1986).
essential base for numerous medicaments, soaps, skin oils,

(Amouretti and Comet 1985; Amouretti 1986; Brun 1987; For
Beir 1980 Pagnol 1975). 1t is justifiable to suggest that both the
oil and its economic importance in antiquity may have been seriously underestimated,
particularly when its significance as a food and its uses for lighting and personal hygiene
are fully appreciated. A recent discussion of the question (Amouretti 1986, 177-196; cf,

suggests that 20 litres per capita may
1 consumption in the Greco-Roman

ich areas. The implications of oil use
on this scale are impressive. If such a figure were achieved across the Medi

average annual production of oljve oil would have needed ¢
50(),()0(),()()()—1,000,0()O,()OO litres (

million). Whatever the precise level of production, we can be r

perfumes and cosmetics
bes and Foxhall 1978; de
scale of reliance on olive

Justify that belief and to examine the potential importance of
olive oil as a source of revenue for the wealthy Tripolitanians. One Important development
to consider is that the major families of Lepcis seem to have become extremely rich, well
above average for the provincial aristocracies, and individual members gained access to
the Senate in Rome in the second century AD. An interesting iti 1

consider in relation to the ultimate success of the senator, L. S
proclaimed emperor in AD 193 — is that he was but one of
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