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I chose to do my service learning with the Pierce County Aids Foundation (PCAF). I chose this organization for a number of reasons. I have been involved with fundraisers and events for AIDS since my freshman year in high school, but I have never actually dealt with the organization that all my efforts have gone to. Accordingly, I wanted to finally work directly with PCAF to help raise awareness about HIV and AIDS. Secondly, I am a potential nursing major and I thought this would be a good organization to work with for my future career. Lastly, I have a friend with HIV and several other gay male friends who occasionally participate in unsafe sexual acts (against all my warnings and their knowledge unfortunately) and I thought that it would be nice to learn more information not only about AIDS, but also about how to be active in the community to raise awareness so that it will not be as easily transmitted. Moreover, to encourage testing to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS by those who are unaware that they have it, since it takes about ten years before the first symptoms usually appear. I believe that HIV/AIDS is a very serious health problem for not only America, but the World, and I want to help play a part in facilitating the demise of this disease. 
I did my four hours of service learning all at once. I worked with Angela Kerhberg and together we went up and down Pacific Avenue putting up posters. The first hour of our service learning was spent being educated by an employee of PCAF on what the organization does, the event we would be helping with, and lastly learning some shocking statistics about HIV and AIDS. Beth Lighty was our supervisor, and she explained to us PCAF’s current project, and what we would be doing with our time. On April 24th, 2008 they are having one of their biggest events of the year. It is called “Dine Out” and involves 64 restaurants in Pierce County and 25 restaurants in Thurston County. On this day I will be volunteering at one of the restaurants for a few hours to inform the diners about PCAF and what they are doing in the community. Each of the restaurants will donate 25% of the cost of their food and non-alcoholic beverages to PCAF. On top of this, PCAF will be holding a raffle at each of these restaurants and giving away things like watches and bicycles. Last year PCAF raised over $16,000 dollars in just raffle money alone! Angela and I spent the last three hours of our service learning hanging posters advertising the event in various shops along Pacific Avenue. We hung them in gyms, baby stores, donut shops, pet grooming stores, Supercuts, and we even hung some in the dorms at PLU. Each of us also took a few posters and pamphlets to hand out at our jobs. By getting out there and helping spread the word, Angela and I have increased the number of people who are aware of the upcoming event, which will consequently increase the knowledge of the people who attend “Dine Out.” 
I used a lot of Mary Daly’s writing to relate my experience not only to the course and to my growing understanding of God, but also to understand how my role in helping PCAF benefits others. When Daly discussed God as Be-ing, I automatically thought that this would mean God is created in our efforts. Angela and I both not only acted out God’s work by our contribution, but I think that in a way we created God in our efforts. Because we were being active and trying to help others, I definitely think we were enacting Daly’s theory of God as a Verb. I also don’t think I would have understood my experience as well as I did without having read some of Daly’s work. I believe I can parallel her theories on the use of Christianity to my experience at PCAF. Daly believes that Christianity has been used to oppress women, which causes a weakness in society. I believe that HIV/AIDS has been used to oppress the stereotypical carriers of the disease, mainly gay men. I also believe this weakens society because it leads to the belief that if you are someone other than a gay man you have no risk of contracting the disease. Obviously, this stereotype can severely damage those who participate in unsafe sex with the belief that they won’t contract it, or that their partner can’t possibly have it. I believe that Daly’s recommendation to use your anger also has value in this case. To me, passion is angry, and when you are passionate about something, it makes you angry to see things not being done about it. In Daly’s words, “anger then, can trigger and sustain movement from the experience of nothingness to recognition of participation in being.” I believe that being passionate (angry) about something, leads to being active in something, and participating in being, which is exactly what Daly means when she discusses God as a Verb. There are so many other ways that I can relate my experience to Daly, but in the scope of this paper it would be difficult. Therefore, I would like to end by saying that after having read Daly’s Beyond God the Father, I understand my service learning experience in much more depth than I otherwise would have. At the same time, my service learning experience has helped me understand Daly’s theories much more clearly. 
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