Jenny Bass

Theatre is my life

Theatre is my passion, it’s as simple as that.  I love every aspect of it, all the different talents needed for life being concentrated in such a small area.  Such as the skills to build costumes, lead, run a business, write, act, and build.  The fact that a business can contain all of these elements at high level at one time is amazing.  Another thing that you just can’t get anywhere else is the crazy situations that you are put in.  Such as sitting backstage in a Hooters outfit next to a pile of pig’s feet on a plate, while a boy dressed in complete clown garb, blew up condoms on stage.  It was a very interesting version of Hello, Dolly!  It was also a situation that I would probably never be in if it wasn’t for theatre.  This is what I love doing, and I think I’m good at doing.  Even though “Most people think they know what they are good at.  They are usually wrong.” 
 I don’t care if I’m wrong, I will still obtain my goals.  Plus, when I say goals, I mean goals.  Most people have dreams, but they are never achieved because they don’t turn their dreams into goals.  So many people have a lot of opportunity that they don’t even see, simply because they do no seek it out.  I spend endless hours on researching internships and possible schools go through with my opportunities.  I had an interesting path through many different arts to get where I am today.  I am trying to accomplish as much as I can where I am, so that in the future I can fully fulfill my dreams.  My dreams are to become a professional stage and own my own theatre or university.  There is no greater high than being back stage for a show.  
While growing up I looked long and hard for my passion by being involved in all the arts I could.  Surprisingly I found what I loved most, when I wasn’t looking for it.  Let’s just say that it took a long time for me to “know thyself.”
  In high school I played in the Jazz band for three years.  I also was one of the Sabers for the Color Guard.  We won best in the Northwest for the past two years, which is good because color guard competition in the Northwest is fierce.  It was one of the most trying experiences I’ve gone through - long practices, lots of working out and push ups.  In high school I played Oboe for the orchestra for two years and in the band for four.  I took Oboe lessons from someone that was once one of the best in the world, Mr. Steves, who was one of my mentors.  I also played the English horn my senior year, and the last piece solo I played made the audience cry.  Don’t think that I’m bragging though.  I had the passion and the patience for the instrument, I used to practice every day for at least an hour my freshman year, but I was never very good.  I had a crystal clear sound, I could play sweetly, and Mr. Steves said that I was one of the best tuned oboes that he had ever had, though, my musicianship was terrible.  Thank goodness through all of this I have found my passion, Theatre.  
I had four years of theatre in high school, but didn’t find my calling in it until my junior year.  I took the acting class because my best friend was in it, and I always loved watching theatre.  I saw my first off Broadway musical when I was in second grade, and have loved it ever since.  Acting was definitely not my calling.  It was an accident how I got into what I want to do my entire life.  It’s funny how life works.  The teacher was talking about something in advanced acting, which I took sophomore year, and I for the life of me was not listening to a word of it.  Then she must have asked for volunteers, because without my knowledge my hand was raised.  I remember just thinking, “what am getting myself into?”  Though all I got was a smile and a nod and she moved on.  The next week, she asked why I wasn’t at the rehearsal.  I told her I forgot and showed up to the next one.  I fell in love with the behind the scenes.  I loved and love every aspect of it.  I can’t wait to go to my shows and see what new crazy thing will happen, or what situation will arise.  So, how you ask did I found that it was my calling my junior year then?  Well that was a little more complicated.  I mentioned that I was in color guard.  At the time that was my focus.  I practiced every day with my flag and saber.  It took almost all my free time, my oboe took the rest.  It all boiled down to one crazy day and a realization.  It was the first color guard performance of the season, and it was my closing night of my first show as stage manager.  I was throwing triples right before I went on for a show, and I speared myself in the foot.  There was blood everywhere.  I sat there content, thank goodness it wasn’t a real show just an evaluation.  Then I remembered that I wasn’t just going to miss the evaluation, I was going to miss my closing night as stage manager.  It was a position that I worked extremely hard to acquire.  I went from fine to balling my eyes out, and I’m not a big crier.  I never realized how much that it meant to me.  Since then I have enjoyed every moment of my involvement in theatre.  

Knowing that a stage manager has to know a little bit about every aspect of theatre, I have tried to gain as much experience as I can in all aspects of this discipline.  In high school I signed up for the tech class, and can now appropriately wield a screw driver.  I also dabbled in set design though at a very novice level.  I have also directed a show that competed for state.    I also assistant stage managed for a local theatre.  This was a very fortunate thing for me because I met a Seattle stage manager who taught me a lot about stage managing, including most of the stage management theory that I know today.  I also took the opportunity to talk to every stage manager that I could find.  This included my teachers assistant, who just gone done stage managing.  She was the one that showed me the format and forms that was commonly used in stage management.  In high school I ended up receiving a nomination for the tech crew that I trained.  They only nominate 7 crews out of the state of Washington out of the 77 in the running.  This was our first nomination in this category in the history of our school.  Sadly we were beaten by a professionally hired stage manager.  Now having conquered Kamiak high school the next question was were to next.       
This period in my life is a stepping stone for my future.  I came to PLU because of their study abroad program and the fact that the theatre department was going to design a major around me.  I shortly found out that their stage management program was sorely underdeveloped even for a small private school.  This can be seen when even the short two hour long shows stretch from the length of two and a half hours to three and a half hours.  Which is purely a pacing problem produced by not having adequately trained stage manager, also, the fact that there isn’t even a stage management class that you can take here.  Given that “Time is totally irreplaceable,” 
 I have decided to make the best of the situation by gaining experience in different aspects of my field of study.  I have done props for the show Our Countries Good.  I have also been the back stage costume changer for Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are dead.  So far this year I have worked six months in the costume shop, learning how to build costumes for the theatre.  I have also worked six months at a local theatre called Tacoma Little Theatre, as a box office assistant.  I took this job to see the business side of theatre.  Since then I have found it exceedingly interesting.  That is also why I’m taking this business 201 class, a lot of good school combine the stage management and theatre management department.  So all of the theatre management students have to take stage management classes and all of the stage management students have to take business courses.  This is a fabulous idea for me, because I am interested in both sides of theatre.  Right now I’m in the process of changing schools.  I hope to either go to a school in the United Kingdom or New York.  This is due to two reason, the first is that I want to learn as much as I can so that I can be a successful stage manager.  Granted most of the learning of stage managing can only be learned by experience, which is one of the reasons I love it.  The second reason is that those are the places that I want to build lasting connections to further my career.  This is because in theatre no matter how good you are at your job, you won’t go anywhere if you don’t know the right people.  The hardest part is getting your foot in the front door.  I have a college interview next week for a prestigious college in New York.  I already have three interviews set up for the summer in the United Kingdom.  I have an internship, that I procured over January term.  It includes two months of working with the staff of Pleasance Theatre in Camden.  This theatre is the theatre that runs the Edinburgh Festival.  Then I will transfer to Edinburgh for all of August, where I may get to stage manage my own show.   This has brought me up to date, but not to my future.
The thing that I want to contribute to society is knowledge.  Considering that “Knowledge is always embodied in a person,”
 it is important that we pass on knowledge.  My ultimate goal in life is to run my own theatre, or university.  It would focus on accenting every aspect of theatre, education for younger kids, and helping people with physical and mental disabilities.  This is because the arts are an important part of development for kids.  Also, there has been a connection between theatre and certain disabilities.  Theatre is the only thing that has consistently helped autistic children and I think this should be a growing field of study.   Another thing is that I want to counter act the effect that T.V. has for helping people disconnect. I want to further contemporary theatre because “The greatest change will be in the change of knowledge.”
  Intimate theatre is the future of theatre, and rightfully so.  It’s not natural for actors to be disconnected from the audience.  If I only accomplish some or none of my goals, I will still have a great time trying.  Who knows where I end up, as long as I’m happy.  
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