
Parchment tube
Mucous tube

Spiral tube
(Spirorbidae)

Non-spiral tube

Tube of foreign
debris in mud or
sand
(Onuphidae)

Free living

Host

No host
Sea urchin host
& Long setae on
Peristomium
(Flabelligeridae)

Bat star host &
Long slender
dorsal cirri
(Hesionidae)

Sea cucumber
host (also other
non-echinoderm
hosts) & Elytra
covering dorsal
surface
(Polynoidae)

Reduced parapodia,
red color (hemoglobin),
Sharply tapered
prostomium & Sandy
beach dweller
(Opheliidae)

Elytra obscured
by long notosetae
that form felt on
dorsal surface
(Aphroditidae)

Paddle-like dosal
cirrus parapodia,
No jaws on pharynx
& Prostomium
with 4-5 antennae
(Phyllodocidae)

Elongate, Jaws
on pharynx &
Prostomium
with 2 antennae
(Nereidae)

Tube Dwelling

Operculum &
Feather-like
tentacles
(Serpulidae)

No operculum &
Simple tentacles
(Cirratulidae)

Parapodia modified
into fan and wing-like
structures
(Chaetopteridae)

Long simple tentacles
& Branched gills
(Terebellidae)

Peristomium with
2 semi-circular
radioles (feathery
feeding structure)
(Sabellidae)

Prostomium is a
flat plate, Segments
longer than wide &
mucous bag feeder
(Maldanidae)

CaCO tube3

Cemented sand tube
& Operculum of setae
(Sabellariidae)

Mud or sand
burrow & 4
venomous jaws
(Glyceridae)

General Polychaete Key
(This is a simplified way to break down the families
observed in lab 3 - Not comprehensive in any sense)


