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As I stood there, holding my high school diploma, I had a plan for my life. I was going to go to Western Washington University and earn a degree in Education. Little did I know at that time, that my plan was very different from the one that I was made to fulfill. Looking back at the last five years of schooling, I realize that everything happened for a purpose and that this has genuinely been a journey to find my personal calling.


My past education has greatly influenced me to pursue a career in nursing. Throughout my high school and college years, I have had a fascination for the chemistry and biology classes. It is my nature to have a desire to understand how things work together and both classes offered and stimulated my interest. I love to see chemical reactions and to figure out how the body works together to sustain life. After deciding that I wanted to pursue nursing, I realized I was on the right path. For example, the further I dove into my nursing prerequisites, the more I realized that these subjects were not only something I excelled at, but also subjects that I wanted to continue to take.

My college education has been a journey in itself and has been filled with experiences that have guided me. I started college at Western Washington in hopes of becoming a teacher. However, after taking communication 101, I realized that teaching was not my calling. It was an experience during the summer after my freshman year that changed my life. I have always been known to have a passion for taking care of others. In fact, in the dorms the floor mates called me Nurse Kelsey because I was the first one there to bring chicken noodle soup and cough drops. That summer I moved in with my friend Beky who was an RN at Children’s. I had always thought about being a nurse but never had a chance to experience it. After shadowing with Beky one night, I knew as soon as I stepped on that floor that this was my calling. Since that summer, I have spent a vast amount of time and energy transferring schools and trying to fulfill all the prerequisites needed for the application process. This long process and the fact that everything has fallen in place has only further insured me that nursing is my calling. 

Some of the factors and appeals to nursing I discovered as I pursued nursing. One factor is that as a nurse, I will have an ability to move and travel. In addition, as a nurse there is always an opportunity to learn something new and also an ability to discover new areas in the nursing field. Another factor that I like about a nursing career is that it is flexible. For instance, no matter where you are in your life or your age, there is always something that you can do. Lastly, one great appeal to nursing is that you can have a great interaction with patients. This interaction is something that excites me and something that I love to do.

My journey to my calling as a nurse has been filled with experiences that have supported my decision. One experience is my job working with Duncan. Duncan is a thirteen-year-old boy who is autistic. I have learned about autism and learned a lot from him about non-verbal communication and the importance of human interaction. Another experience that supports my nursing career was my decision to get a psychology degree. I decided to earn a degree while waiting to enter the nursing program. I believe that this degree with greatly help me to understand others, especially patients. 


I am excited to finally be starting the nursing program and continue on this journey that I started five years ago. I know that this is my calling and will greatly enjoy being a nurse not only as a career but also as a part of who I am.
