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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  PLU Democrats Elect a New Executive Board, Seek Inspiration from Local Outreach Director
April 22, 2005

   The PLU Democrats ushered in the new school year early, with the election of the 2005-06 executive board, Tuesday, April 5.  Bringing diverse experience and perspective to the club, the new leadership is enthusiastic and energized for the year ahead.
   Officers elected were Andrew Austin (’06), President; Erik Loraas (’06), Vice President; Amber Morley (’07), Secretary; Samantha Thompson (’06), Treasurer; Chelsea Blegen (’06), Social Director; Haley Nelson (’08), Membership Director; J.P. Willynck (’08), Campaign Director; Amanda Sahli (’08), Communications Director. Advisor to the club is Political Science Professor Peter Grosvenor.
   Blegen is the veteran member to the board, returning to the position she filled last year.  All other positions were vacated by graduating seniors.
   The election was followed by a club dialogue with Robert Thoms, Outreach Director for U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell’s Tacoma office.  Thoms discussed his involvement in politics and the future of the Democratic Party. 

   Thoms explained that the important role of young democrats is to call out and remedy injustices in the world, encourage involvement among peers, and promote a culture of inclusion as “the worlds not getting any smaller, whiter or more male-dominated.”
   Since the club elections, the new board has met several times to brainstorm events, creative fundraisers, possible service projects and discuss club goals.
   “The biggest priority for the Dems next year is increasing political awareness with the students and getting more people involved in our organization,” said Austin, “We will bring renowned speakers to campus, expand membership and have many opportunities for socializing and fellowship.”
   Austin explained that he ran for the president “to reach out to fellow PLU students and bring them into the political process. The late Senator Paul Simon stated at PLU, ‘If you are not interested in politics, then you are not interested in the future.’ This phrase breaths life and inspiration into my desire to head the PLU Dems and make them a potent and active force on campus.”
   In addition to utilizing their experience to liven up the political scene on campus, the group plans to collaborate with other student groups and tap into the rich resources provided by PLU faculty.

   The group is only a small part of a much larger body, explained Nelson, “As a result we have the great opportunity to utilize local politicians and activists who are also working in our areas of interest.”

   “It is great to be part of an organization that represents so many of my passions and interests,” she continued, “Environmental conservation, women's rights, education, and social welfare all are addressed as important issues in the platform of the Democratic Party. Working as a Democrat means working for the future and everyone in it.”

   The club is currently selling “56 Million Strong” bracelets for $2.  To purchase a band, or to contact the club, email them at dems@plu.edu.
