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To my fellow PLU Democrats,

My name is Andrew Austin and I am your new PLU Dems President.  On behalf of the recently elected 2005-2006 executive board, I would like to welcome you to a new era.  A new era of political progress is arriving to PLU, our state, and our great nation.

We must stand up, mobilize, and speak out against the regressive politics of the right.  We will not passively watch as our natural environment is attacked.  We will not observe from the sidelines while social security is destroyed for our generation.  And we will not lie down in silence as our President puts women’s, civil, and human rights in jeopardy.

You can be apart of this invigorating new era.  You are the future of this strained country, and the future of this great nation lies in your hands, your actions, and your initiative. You can help move PLU and America forward in three simple ways.

1. Stay informed: Read and research about local, state, and national political issues.  Also stay tuned to the Donkey’s Bray, which will help give you the resources to stay informed about politics nationally and at PLU.

2. Get involved: Check The Donkey’s Bray for events that you can get involved in to help channel your political frustrations and energy.  We will have many engaging events this fall.  Also keep checking the website for event listings, action updates, resources, and social activities.
3.  Empower others: Our strength and impact relies on numbers and dedication.  Help your friends get involved in the political process.  Bring them along to our events and get them to sign up for updates by e-mailing dems@plu.edu.
I am excited for the upcoming school year.  The energy of your PLU Dems leaders is off the charts.  In the upcoming year we are going to bring nationally renowned liberal speakers on campus, hold discussions with impactful individuals, and schedule many fun social events to build comradery and fellowship between you and your fellow liberal Lutes.

Many of us were frustrated and distressed in light of last year’s national elections.  But now is NOT THE TIME FOR SILENCE.  It is the time to STAND UP and UNITE.  Don’t forget, we live in a blue state, and we are going to work hard in 2005 and 2006 to keep it blue.  Together we will move PLU and America forward and together we will empower others to engage the political process with us.  I am eager for the open road of possibilities ahead; I hope you are ready to come with me on this exhilarating ride.

Sincerely,

Andrew Austin
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”


--Margaret Mead


Meet and eat with the new board!


Tuesday, April 26th @ 6 pm


We’ll meet in front of Harstad and migrate to Kobe #2, close to Garfield St on Pac Ave





Come enjoy some good times, food and fellowship! 


Bring your ideas, questions, concerns and some money for your meal.





56 million strong bracelets are here!


� HYPERLINK "http://56millionstrong.net/bracelets.php" �� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://56millionstrong.net/images/linksBracelet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����                                                                                  


Get them at the UC table this Monday and Tuesday or e-mail dems@plu.edu to make an order.  Bracelets are $2.00 each—show off your democratic pride!  





ERIK LORAAS, VICE PRESIDENT


I am from University Place, WA, where there is no university…hmmm.


I like animals, particularly feathered reptiles.  I am a Biology and Religion major.  I am very excited to be in the Dems this year.





"� HYPERLINK "http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/i_am_a_democrat_only_on_principle-not_by_instinct/262058.html" �I am a democrat only on principle, not by instinct - nobody is that. Doubtless some people say they are, but this world is grievously given to lying.�"


~ � HYPERLINK "http://en.thinkexist.com/quotes/mark_twain/" �Mark Twain�


We want your feedback! Send us your ideas, questions, concerns, information, and updates on issues important to you! dems@plu.edu





Introducing Your New Executive Board…





ANDREW AUSTIN, PRESIDENT


I am going to be a senior next year and I am majoring in Global Studies and�Religion, with Minors in Spanish and Political Science. It is my number one priority to make the PLU Dems a more potent force on campus and raise political awareness within the student body as a whole. I plan to use my connections with local political offices to bring this goal to fruition. My future plans include working in politics, going to law school eventually, and hopefully returning to politics after a successful career in law.





AMBER MORLEY, SECRETARY


I come to you from beautiful Newport, Oregon and am majoring in History and Religion, with plans to attend law school.  Last year I was an intern for the national PIRGs [Public Interest Research Group] where I learned lots about grassroots organizing and activism. I enjoy Sarah Vowell’s The Partly Cloudy Patriot because it’s funny, nerdy, and liberal. That’s hot.





SAMM THOMPSON, TREASURER


I hale from the far off shores of Puyallup, Washington.  When not studying History or Political Science, I enjoy a good book and a strong cup of coffee.  Basically, I'm a nerd in every sense of the word--instead of going after "cool", I'm waiting for the world to hop aboard my nerdy bandwagon.








CHELSEA BLEGEN, SOCIAL DIRECTOR


I'm from Scottsdale, Arizona (red state). I am the social director of the PLU democrats-- a position I love since I bake really good cookies and brownies and because I once aspired to be a party planner, but now hope to be a doctor. I love being at school here in Washington because of liberals and because of all the rain!





HALEY NELSON, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR


I hale from the great (although red!) state of Montana, currently considering a major in Global Studies. Educational funding and environmental policy are major areas of interest for me.  I'm glad to show my support for important topics that directly affect my life and those around me! However, "I belong to no organized party. I am a Democrat." ~Will Rogers





AMANDA SAHLI, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR


I'm a first-year student from Des Moines, Washington. I'm majoring in Global Studies and Political Science. I enjoy long walks on the beach, fruit smoothies and reading AMERICA (THE BOOK) by Jon Stewart.





JEAN-PAUL “JP” WILLYNCK, CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR


I am from Shoreline, WA and I am our new Campaign Director. In the past I have worked on many campaigns such as Gore 2000, Coalition for Effective Transportation Alternatives (CETA), Kerry 2004, and with the Young Democrats of Washington as Diversity Affairs director and King County Democrats in Seattle. This year I'd like to get information out to you, so that you know what issues legislators are bringing up and how you can act on those issues.





Earth Day Speaker:


Carl Safina





“The History & Destiny of World Fisheries”





Thursday, April 21st 7:30 pm


Leraas Lecture Hall (Reike)





Safina founded the Living Oceans Program for the National Audubon Society and is also founder and director of the Blue Ocean Institute.  He was the 2003 winner of the John Burroughs medal for nature writing.





JP’s Guide to Activism


This issue: Senate GOP and the Nuclear Option





Senate GOP is planning to pass the Nuclear Option through the Senate, which would prevent Senators from filibustering judicial nominees.


By taking away the filibuster, President Bush will be able to get his most conservative judicial nominees on the bench and it would take away minority protections the Senate was meant to enforce. The Majority GOP would then set a very disturbing precedent.


These judges aren’t your typical run of the mill conservatives; rather they are religious ideologues who will impose their faith on to others though their rulings then most judges. Already Senate Democrats have approved 95% of President Bush’s judicial nominees but that’s not enough, he wants them all.


Please contact your United States Senator at � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm" ��http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm� 


 Look up your Senators by State and give them a call, write them an e-mail,   or letter. Tell them to oppose the nuclear option and support checks and balances!





Exercise your ideals:


The Real Experience: Personalizing the War in Iraq�Thursday April 21, 7pm in the Cave�Brought to you by ROTC


�Clover Creek Clean-up 


Saturday April 23rd, 9am�Volunteers meet in front of Harstad


Brought to you by GREAN





(Ok, so this isn’t really Samm. Its Queen Noor of Jordan, the political figure Samm would most like to be.)








