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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  PLU Democrats Receive Encouragement from Senator John Kerry
April 22, 2005

   Nine members of the PLU Democrats attended a fundraiser Sunday, May 1 at the Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center in Seattle.  The event was held to raise funds for the Washington State Democrats’ Governor’s Defense Fund, where the group was introduced to former Presidential Candidate, Senator John Kerry and current Washington Governor Christine Gregoire. 

   The Senator spoke to an audience of 300 supporters about the state of the nation’s budget, which cuts health care, education, Social Security and social programs.  He also discussed Western Washington’s unique politics and gave high praise to the voters and politicians of the area for their active participation in the progressive movement.

   In his twenty-plus years as a United States Senator, Kerry said that the current budget is the most detrimental he has seen because it cuts basic services that many Americans depend upon.  He called for the Democratic Party to get on the offensive, standing up to fight for what they believe in, in light of the harmful policies of the current administration.
   Congressman Adam Smith and Gregoire also spoke. Gregoire had just concluded what she called one of the most successful state legislative sessions in recent history, wherein the democrats achieved their goals of increasing health care for children, dedicating much-needed funds to education, and improving transportation across the state, creating jobs in the process.
   “I was impressed by the confidence and poise of the speakers,” said PLU Democrats President Andrew Austin, “I think Gregoire has proven to the residents of Washington State, after this last legislative session, that she is capable of uniting our state while meeting the needs of all Washingtonians.”

   The PLU students received a discount from their ticket price after a night of phone-banking at the organization’s state office in Seattle the previous week. This was also a good opportunity for the club members to gain experience working in a grassroots setting. Shawna Ousse, Development Director for the state party, worked with the group and arranged the special meeting with Kerry prior to the event’s activities.
   “Meeting Senator Kerry was a huge honor,” expressed club Secretary Amber Morley, “It was very surreal to shake hands and talk to such a high-profile figure, someone who I’ve so admired and supported for the last year. I had all of my hope in the country resting on this man, and months later he was chatting us up about getting our peers out to vote.” 
   Austin thought that Kerry was one of the most personable and approachable political figures he has encountered.  The group posed for a picture with the Senator and Governor, and engaged in a brief discussion before hearing the night’s remarks.
   The club held the election of the 2005-06 executive board, April 5.  Bringing diverse experience and perspective to the club, the new leadership is enthusiastic and energized for the year ahead.
   Officers elected were Andrew Austin (’06), President; Erik Loraas (’06), Vice President; Amber Morley (’07), Secretary; Samantha Thompson (’06), Treasurer; Chelsea Blegen (’06), Social Director; Haley Nelson (’08), Membership Director; J.P. Willynck (’08), Campaign Director; Amanda Sahli (’08), Communications Director. Advisor to the club is Political Science Professor Peter Grosvenor.
   Blegen is the veteran member to the board, returning to the position she filled last year.  All other positions were vacated by graduating seniors.
   “The biggest priority for the Dems next year is increasing political awareness with the students and getting more people involved in our organization,” said Austin, “We will bring renowned speakers to campus, expand membership and have many opportunities for socializing and fellowship.”
   In addition to utilizing their experience to liven up the political scene on campus, the group plans to collaborate with other student groups and tap into the rich resources provided by PLU faculty.

   The club is currently selling “56 Million Strong” bracelets for $2.  To purchase a band, or to contact the club, email them at dems@plu.edu.
