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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  PLU Democrats receive inspiration at conventions nationwide 

August 28, 2005 
   This summer was filled with inspiration, information, and political conventions for many members of the PLU Democrats.  President Andrew Austin, Campaign Director Shannon Murphy, and Kirsten Blume had the opportunity to attend the College Democrats of America National Convention in Washington DC this past July.  At the convention they heard from national speakers such as DNC chairman and former Presidential Candidate Howard Dean and Senator Hillary Clinton.  The three PLU delegates represented Washington State in the conference and had the opportunity to meet with both of Washington State’s U.S. Senators, Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray.  “Both Cantwell and Murray were gracious to met with our PLU delegation and it was truly an honor to be able to discuss political issues that are important to us as young voters in such an intimate setting,” said PLU Dems President Andrew Austin.
Howard Dean’s speech focused on the future of the Democratic Party.  Senator Hillary Clinton discussed the negative path our country is taking in terms of foreign affairs and lack of environmental protections, while offering positive alternatives for our nation’s future.  In the small group interactions with Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray conversation topics ranged from education, energy policy, and the how important Social Security ‘s future is to current college students.  In Shannon Murphy’s summation, "The DC Convention was an inspiring experience where we were able to gather with young leaders, listen to amazing speakers, and learn how we can personally make a difference with the issues facing young voters."
Later in the summer, Austin, PLU Dems Secretary Amber Morley, and Amanda Nelson, a recent transfer student at PLU, represented the PLU Dems at the Young Democrats of America national convention in San Francisco, CA.  At this convention the Washington State Young Democrats sent over 50 delegates and were one of the largest States present.  The group heard from a variety of engaging speakers including San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, Congressman Barney Frank, New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson, and Democratic Minority leader Congresswomen Nancy Pelosi (CA).  All of the speakers spoke with clarity and addressed the issues that are critical to young Americans.  The theme of the convention was “Values, Voices, Victory,” and many of the speakers’ presentations were centered on the topic of engaging more young people in the political process and mobilizing progressive movements from the grassroots level.  In the words of attendee Amber Morley, "The week was non-stop between speakers, meetings, committees, caucuses, panels, and training. We were fortunate to have awesome networking opportunities and access to several organizations and information. The days were long and the nights were late. The Washington delegation was always on the move, always working, but also the most fun and entertaining group there."
Austin and Morley served on the Young Democrats of America platform committee, “where the diverse views within the party were exposed, discussed, and reconciled. The countless hours there were a metaphor for the way The Party should be uniting and working towards our common progressive goals,” said Morley.  Also at both of the Conventions all of the PLU Delegates received Grassroots Action training which has given them tangible organizing tools to bring the energy back to campus.
This past summer has left many members of the PLU Democrats charged up, motivated, and excited for the upcoming year and the endless possibilities all PLU students will have to engage politics in an informed manner. “The biggest priority for the Dems this year is increasing political awareness with the students and getting more people involved in our organization,” said Austin, “We will bring renowned speakers to campus, expand membership and have many opportunities for socializing and fellowship.” In addition to utilizing their experiences to liven up the political scene on campus, the Dems plans to collaborate with other student groups and tap into the rich resources provided by PLU faculty.
The club recently launched their new website, www.plu.edu/~dems.  They are also selling “56 Million Strong” bracelets for $2 and 2005 club T-shirts for 10$. To purchase a band or shirt, or to contact the club, email them at dems@plu.edu.
