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I decided to look into the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS).  I discovered this society last year when researching a specific subject related to cancer and I found an article from one of their publications.  On their website they state that they are the largest oncology association in the world. 35,000 registered nurses are members around the world.  The vast majority of members are RNs but there are also advanced practice nurses and a smattering of other practitioners in education, research and administration. 
The society’s mission is to “promote excellence in oncology nursing and quality cancer care”.  They also have six Core Values: Integrity, Innovation, Stewardship, Advocacy, Excellence, and Inclusiveness.  These mission and core values define the benefits available for members and non-members.  The website offers leadership opportunities, research and evidence-based care, continuing education, publications, mentorship and special interest groups among other things.  Leadership opportunities are associated with the legislature and upcoming bills as well as opportunities for leadership in the organization and special interest groups.  
The research and evidence-based care section explains how to get funding for your own research projects and get involved in other people’s.  One can find evidence-based care by subject that are printed in numerous journals on other websites.  Membership gives a great deal of access to research on multiple search engines so that one doesn’t have to sign-up individually.  It also groups research by topic in order to find information easily.  There is also information a practitioner can give to her patients.  
The continuing education page highlights where you can get C.E. credits as well as information about graduate programs and professional certifications.  C.E. credits come in a multitude of mediums ranging from live conferences, audiovisual lessons, teleconferences and live chats to print-based materials.  The range is truly amazing. ONS has an association with ONC, the oncology nursing certification board.  ONS encourages professional certification and provides a review course for those wanting to get their certifications.
The site’s main draw may be their publications.  Their monthly journal is called the Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing.  This is the publication through which I discovered ONS.  They also have an Oncology nursing forum and a newsletter called Oncology Nursing Society Connect which also has short journal articles of immediate applicability to nursing clinical practice. 
Will I join this organization?  Membership is cheap at only $102/year, certainly not a deterrent for an RN’s salary.  However the site is confusing with tabs upon tabs upon tabs of sections, subsections, and links which make it difficult to find what you’re after.  I might need someone to guide me through the site and show me the most helpful areas.  At this point, I am not sure what areas are members–only and which areas are open to the public.  There is so much free information; I am not sure what the benefit of being a member is.  However, once I am a member, the site may become easier to read, filling out and enabling me to see more information at a time, with fewer dead ends.

I think I would most benefit from the monthly journals and access to all the resources they have clustered on their website.  Once I am a more experienced RN, I think I would make more use of the local chapter which has workshops, conferences and networking available.  My specialty is pediatric oncology and while the site hosts credentialing for pediatric oncology, I do not see a Special Interest Group (SIG) for pediatrics.  If I am able to find an SIG for pediatrics, then I think it will be well worth it for me to join.  If not, I may need to find a different association that specializes in this interest.






