
CSCE120 - Computerized Information Systems 
Spring 2008 Course Syllabus   (Tentative - updated 02/07/08) 
 
Instructor:  Michele Folsom   
Office:  Morken Center #254 
Email:  mfolsom (at) plu (dot) edu 
Phone:  x7402 

Office Hours  W  1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 F  1:00pm – 3:00pm 
 or by appointment 
 

Course Schedule 
 (Section 1)  TR  9:55am - 11:40am  Morken Center #203 
 (Section 2)  TR  1:45pm - 3:30pm  Morken Center #203 
 (Section 3)  TR  3:40pm - 5:25pm Morken Center #203 

Course Materials 

 Microsoft Office:  Excel 2003 Comprehensive (Revised Edition)  by R. Grauer & M. Barber 
 ISBN-13  978-0131877429 

 The Web WizardÕs Guide to XHTML by C. Hughes 
 ISBN-13  978-0321178688 

 (optional) HTML and XHTML Pocket Reference, 3rd edition by J. Robbins (2006) 
 ISBN-13 978-0-596-52727-3 

 (optional) CSS Pocket Reference, 2nd edition by E. Meyer (2004) 
 ISBN-13 978-0-596-00777-5 

Storage Device 
You will need a portable storage device for keeping backup copies of your files and for transferring your work between 
your home machine and the Morken classroom computers. I strongly recommend using a USB flash drive. There 
are no floppy drives installed on computers in the Morken building. 

Prerequisites 
The required prerequisite for this course is Math 128, "Introduction to Linear Models & Calculus" or equivalent. As a 
general rule of thumb, if you are ready to take the first semester of calculus this semester, then you have sufficient 
mathematical background to take this course. 
 
If you have not taken (and passed!) the perquisites for this course or feel your algebraic and problem solving skills are 
weak, I strongly recommend taking Math 128 or CSCE115, "Solve it with Computers!" before taking CSCE120 
(CSCE115 is offered on Mondays and Wednesdays and satisfies the General University Requirement for 
Mathematics). 
 
CSCE120 satisfies the General University Requirement (GUR) for Natural Sciences and is required for entrance into 
the School of Business undergraduate program. 

Intended Audience 
This course is intended for students who have minimal experience working with Microsoft Excel, XHTML and CSS. 
This course assumes students are fluent with Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, XP, email and surfing the web. 
 
If you have a strong background in working with Excel, XHTML and CSS or have taken courses that covered the 
same materials, you may want to consider enrolling in CSCE144, a majors' course that focuses on programming in 
Java.  CSCE144 will satisfy the entrance requirement for the School of Business as well as the GUR for Natural 
Sciences. 

 



Course Objectives 
This course will provide students with learning opportunities for: 

• analyzing, synthesizing and communicating information using business applications and Internet tools. 

We will be using business applications as well as Internet tools to help us analyze "real world" problems; research 
and synthesize possible solutions; and communicate our results to others. Many of the skills learned in this 
course are of a practical nature and can be applied to your personal life, other coursework, and in your chosen 
vocation. 

• strengthening problem-solving and critical-thinking skills 

The emphasis of this course will be on developing and strengthening important skills involved in solving problems 
and communicating results to others. 

Specifically, students will strengthen and/or develop these skills by practicing the following: 
o given a "real world" scenario, determine what the "problem" is 

o research possible solutions using appropriate reference materials (text, electronic, web etc.) 

o determine an appropriate course of action for solving the problem 

o implement the course of action using appropriate business application software, web markup and scripting 
languages, and/or Internet tools. 

o troubleshoot errors and implementation issues 

o verify the implementation results "make sense" and are correct 

o communicate to peers -- what the problem was, how a solution was developed and implemented, how errors, 
implementation issues were resolved, what the results were, and how those results were verified. 

• understanding basic computing concepts utilized on the Internet 

Computer Science is much more than using software tools to help us accomplish our goals. Edsger Dijkstra once 
stated, "Computer science is no more about computers than astronomy is about telescopes." Instead, it is the 
concepts and ideas studied in Computer Science that allow us to create such tools as email, Google and Ebay as 
well as social environments such as Facebook, blogs and World of Warcraft.   As time permits, we will explore a 
few of these concepts and ideas, gaining a basic understanding of what they entail and how they are currently 
implemented. 

Course Philosophy 

Attendance 

You are expected to attend all class sessions. There will be group activities, discussions and assignments given 
regularly during the class session. You are responsible for all materials covered during the class session. If 
you must miss a class, you will want to contact someone in your section for their notes (please do not contact 
the instructor for information about the missed class). Expect that missing classes may result in a lower 
grade, directly or indirectly. 

Collaborative Learning, Assessment & Academic Honesty 

Your classmates are a huge resource available to you. Because everyone understands material in different ways, 
I encourage you to discuss concepts, reading materials and/or practice skills learned in class with other students. 

HOWEVER, any assignment that is turned in for assessment (a grade), must show the instructor how much 
you understand as an individual. Therefore, you may work on assignments: 

• individually 
• or in teams of two (students work on an assignment together and then turn in one assignment as a pair) 

Keep in mind: 

• If you work with a partner, both students must work on the entire assignment together.  Splitting the 
assignment into pieces with each partner working individually on a portion and then sharing the 
results will be considered academically dishonest and will receive a score of 0. 

• Additionally, any assignment that shows evidence of work from more than two students (i.e. a similar 
assignment is turned in by more than two students; a similar assignment was turned in by students 
from a previous semester) will be considered academically dishonest and will receive a score of 0. 



• When you work with others on assignments, please acknowledge places where you received help and/or who 
you worked with. Unacknowledged copying, using parts of someone else's work or ideas, even if you 
have modified it, is plagiarism and will be considered academically dishonest and will receive a score 
of 0. 

To protect your own or your team's work from copying by other students, do not:  

 store your files on a machine accessible by others  (including the machines in Morken and your dorm room) 
 email or share copies of your work with other students 
 throw printed copies of your assignments in public recycling bins. Instead, recycle them where other students 

in the class do not have access to them. 

For more information on PLU's official Academic Integrity Policy, please refer to the PLU online catalog and/or 
talk to your instructor ASAP. 

Classroom Conduct 

As members of the PLU community, it is all of our responsibility to provide a safe, inclusive classroom 
environment that is considerate of others, encourages exploration of ideas and allows opportunities for everyone 
to fully engage in classroom discussions, activities, lectures etc. To accomplish this, I ask that each of us refrain 
from conduct that is disrespectful and/or distracting to others in the classroom. It is amazing how playing Internet 
games, listening to music, checking out Facebook or holding private conversations (via voice or electronic) during 
class can distract the most focused of students (or instructors!). 

Examples of classroom misconduct includes: 

 Coming to class late on a regular basis 
 Failure to turn off electronic devices including ipods/mp3 players, cell phones, pagers, players etc. 
 Private conversations during lectures, presentations etc. (via voice or electronic means) 
 Playing Internet games, surfing the web, reading email, working on homework assignments or other activities 

inappropriate with what is happening in the class 
 Aggressive, threatening or demeaning behavior towards other students or the instructor  

Seeking help 

Because this is an introductory course, it is critical that you keep up with the material by completing 
assignments on time and preparing for each class session by reading the assigned textbook/online 
materials and working through the textbookÕs hands-on exercises . Be prepared to spend 2 to 12 hours a 
week on reading and lab assignments. 

It is okay to struggle with concepts and skills when learning new materials. However, it is your responsibility to 
seek help when you are confused. You may receive help from classmates (see above about Collaborative 
Learning), class TAs, the Academic Assistance office as well as myself. I encourage you to ask questions during 
class sessions, attend office hours and/or make an appointment to talk to me. 

Assessment of Learning 
Your course grade will be based on the following: 
 

Lab Assignments 30% Students will have an opportunity to reflect, discuss and practice skills learned in 
class through (approximately) six lab assignments. These assignments will be due 
every other Tuesday by midnight. Students who run into problems on the lab 
assignments are welcome to bring their questions to class. 

Late assignments will be accepted. However, there is a 25% penalty for all labs 
turned in more than 24-hours after the due date. Additionally, all late 
assignments turned in a week after the due date (i.e. the following Tuesday)  
will receive a 0. 

Your overall lab grade will be based on your five highest lab scores. 



Class Activities 10% During class sessions, students will have an opportunity to explore issues, concepts 
and practice new skills via 3-minute papers, hands-on exercises, small groups 
activities and class discussions. Participation in these activities help students make 
sense of and develop a deeper understanding of the topics covered. Once the 
activities are completed, students will be asked to demonstrate, communicate and/or 
turn in their results to the instructor for credit.  

Students are expected to attend class regularly and participate in these class 
activities.  Each activity is worth 5 points.  You can earn a maximum of 100 points 
during the semester.  There will be no makeup class activities. 

Quizzes 10% Quizzes are intended to serve as both a learning tool and a method for assessing 
mastery of skills and concepts. There will be five 20-minute quizzes. Each quiz is 
worth 25 points and students will be allowed to drop their lowest quiz score. 

There will be no makeup quizzes.  You are expected to take the quizzes at the 
scheduled time. Please plan all time conflicts including trips and airplane tickets 
around the quiz schedule. If you miss a quiz, you will receive a 0 for that quiz 

Exams 50% The Midterm and Final Exams are intended to evaluate your mastery of skills and 
concepts learned during the course. The midterm exam will be cover all materials 
discussed since the start of class. The final exam will cover all materials discussed 
since the midterm exam.  

There will be no makeup exams. You are expected to take both exams at the 
scheduled times.  Please plan all time conflicts including trips and airplane tickets 
around the exam schedules. If you miss an exam, you will receive a 0 for that exam 

Final course grades are assigned based on your overall (weighted) average: 

98% A+ 
93% A 
90% A- 

 88% B+ 
83% B 
80% B- 

 78% C+ 
73% C 
70% C- 

 68% D+ 
63% D 
60% D- 
< 60% E 

 

Weather Related Closures 
In the event of extreme weather, closure information may be obtained from the "Campus Closure" hotline  
(253-535-7100). If the university is open, but this class needs to be canceled, that information will be posted on 
the class webpage (http://www.plu.edu/~folsomml) and Sakai. Students are urged to use caution and personal 
discretion and avoid undue risk and personal danger when making travel decisions during extreme weather 
conditions. 

Disabilities 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical 
information to share with the instructor, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be 
evacuated, please make an appointment with your instructor as soon as possible. 

Students are also reminded that they are responsible for notifying instructors of any conditions that may impair 
their academic performance. Without advance warning, such difficulties cannot be used later as a basis for 
requesting make-up exams or reconsideration of grades. 

And last, but not least... 
Please be aware that the contents of this syllabus may be modified as deemed appropriate by the instructor at 
any point in time during the semester. Students should not treat the syllabus as a binding contract, but rather as 
an informational document that will grow and change as needed. 


