Proposed amendment to proposed curriculum plans.

Tamara Williams (williatr@plu.edu), Chair, Department of Languages and Literatures

Add to PLAN A, at the end of section B “The Disciplines” after the section titled “Literature”:

“Language Study:  PLU encourages the study of a second language either on campus or through a study away program. Knowledge of a language other than one’s own is a hallmark of a well-rounded liberal arts education, a pathway to global citizenship, a relevant skill in the global workplace, and a requirement for graduate study.”

Add to PLAN B, in section C “Interpreting Living Traditions for a Humane Future” after the section titled “Literature”: 

“Language Study: PLU encourages the study of a second language either on campus or through a study away program. Knowledge of a language other than one’s own is a hallmark of a well-rounded liberal arts education, a pathway to global citizenship, a relevant skill in the global workplace, and a requirement for graduate study.”

Add to proposed PLAN C, in section 2 after the section titled “Literature”:

“Language Study: PLU encourages the study of a second language either on campus or through a study away program. Knowledge of a language other than one’s own is a hallmark of a well-rounded liberal arts education, a pathway to global citizenship, a relevant skill in the global workplace, and a requirement for graduate study.”

.
Rationale:

1. The inclusion of a visible and separate statement affirming the value of language study as a specific element in the PLU General Education Program is congruent with, and emerges from, the university’s Lutheran heritage and its historical commitment to the liberal arts and sciences as embraced in PLU 2000, PLU 2010, and the “Guidelines and Principles of General Education at PLU”. 

2. The amendment is aligned with the university’s aim (as stated in the “Principles of General Education at Pacific Lutheran University”) to “produce global citizens, future leaders, and whole, richly-informed persons”. Indeed, it underscores the university’s identity as a “globally-focused university.”

3. The amendment upholds the “Guidelines for Pacific Lutheran University’s General Education Program” in attending to the skills required to interact with others both globally and locally, to understand the world from varying perspectives, and to reflect critically. 

4. Because language is a primary site for the production and organization of knowledge, the study of language per se is consistent with PLU’s commitment (as stated in stated in “Principles of General Education at Pacific Lutheran University”) to examining diverse ways of knowing.

5. Practically speaking, the amendment supports current and prospective students who study languages. It encourages those who do not. It retains the choice not to study language if students are unwilling or unable to do so.

6. Moreover, the use of the term “element”--instead of the term “requirement”--to refer to the specifics of the PLU General Education Program, allows flexibility for the inclusion of the amendment. 

7. In light of the preceding rationales, even though the term "languages" appears in the overview paragraphs of PLAN A and B,  language study should be included in the "elements" sections. The proposed language does so without violating the integrity, undermining the spirit, or complicating the structure of either GUR program.

