INTC 111 – Second Essay Assignment

Halvorson

The subject of your second essay is one of the primary documents of the Protestant Reformation (Luther, Zwingli, or Calvin).  Please write a 5-6 page essay that explores one of the following topics.  Your paper should be typed and double-spaced with a clear introduction, main argument, and conclusion.  See below for additional information about formatting your papers.

Due date:  Monday, November 21st in class.  Late papers placed in Halvorson box in History Department (Xavier Basement) after 9:15 a.m. on 11/21 will receive a late penalty of 1/3 of a letter grade for each day late (2/3 for next class or 1 1/3 if it comes in after Thanksgiving).  Get it done on-time and have a great Thanksgiving!
Also: be prepared to have a great time in our Nov. 21st class—an interesting in-class trial for which you need no additional preparation.  There is no specific reading required, just turn in your paper and get involved with the case study.

Topics (pick one):

1. In Freedom of a Christian Man, Martin Luther describes his understanding of the relationship between faith and good works in the life of Christian people.  Describe Luther’s position and how it diverged from traditional Catholic teaching about justification and salvation.

2. How does Zwingli’s sacramental theology differ from the traditional (Catholic) understanding of the Mass and from Luther’s understanding of Holy Communion?  What evidence does Zwingli use to support his position?
(Although you are primarily concerned with Zwingli’s position as articulated in the assigned reading, you should also carefully define and explain what Luther and the Roman Catholics have to say so that you are getting at the crux of the disagreement.  Use specific passages from Grafton, Luther, and Zwingli to support your answer if necessary.  Additional material on Luther’s understanding of Communion can be found in Luther’s Works, ed. Lehmann, vols. 35 & 36, in the library.)
3. John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion features a lengthy discussion of predestination that discusses both the magnitude of God and God’s apparent nature in matters related to salvation.  What are Calvin’s ideas about predestination and how does he support them?

Footnotes

All quotes must be footnoted.  See the first essay assignment for specific instructions, and review the comments that I made on your first paper.  (Check on the web if you have misplaced the first assignment!)
