INTC 111  Authority and Discovery





Fall 2005
Considers new social and political ideas, the renewal of the arts, religious reform, and the emergence of modern science up to and during the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment. (4 credits)
Michael J. Halvorson, Ph.D.
Department of History

Class meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday:  9:15 a.m. - 10:20 p.m.

 Ingram 116
This course explores themes in European and Latin American history in the 15th and 16th centuries, a period often referred to as "early modern," yet also associated with the Italian Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, and the Age of Exploration. Emphasizing political, social, and especially cultural developments, the first course in the International Core program seeks to ground students in topics associated with the Western Tradition, and to examine the encounter between Europe and other cultures—in this course, the indigenous populations of Central and South America.  Students will chart the changes and continuities of an age that witnessed the revival of classical learning and visual culture, the reformation of Christianity and the beginnings of Protestantism, the rise of European nations, and the exploration of new geographic worlds.  Using primary and secondary texts, visual media, and a variety of in-class exercises, International Core Students will explore ideas in their historical contexts in the hope of deriving a better understanding of the modern world.

INTC 111 is “International” in its approach to world history and culture.  Geographically, we will approach developments in Italy, Germany, Switzerland, France, Spain, the Americas, Mexico, Cuba, and Brazil.  This course is also “Interdisciplinary” because it uses sources and techniques associated with the disciplines of history, literature, religion, music, art, political science, geography, and anthropology.  We will listen to the music of the European Middle Ages and Renaissance, examine artwork from Europe and the Americas, study theological texts from the Protestant Reformation, examine political and literary treatises from Europe and Latin America, create and study maps, and read ethnographies associated with the Tupinamba people of Brazil.  INTC 111 is thus a foundation for the International and Interdisciplinary work that you will do in INTC 112, and the 200- and 300-level courses in the International Core program.
Alongside our thematic, interdisciplinary, and integrative approaches, a simpler way to describe what we do in INTC 111 is to suggest that we are investigating two basic questions from a number of perspectives: “What does it mean to be human?” and “What does it mean to live in community?”  The answers to these questions has varied over time, can be seen in artistic, religious, ethical, and political actions that we can study, and have connected one era to the next.  In addition, these questions are broadly connected to the International Core program and many of PLU’s majors and minors, so they are an excellent starting point!
Class Assignments and Grading

Course readings, in both primary and secondary sources, will average about 50-75 pages per week. Students enrolling in this class should expect to spend 10 hours per week on this class beyond the 3-4 hours per week of class meetings. For more info, see the course Web site: http://www.plu.edu/~halvormj.
Required Reading 

Rice and Grafton, The Foundations of Early Modern Europe, 2nd Edition (W. W. Norton)

Turner, Renaissance Florence (Abrams)
Machiavelli, The Prince (Penguin)

Hillerbrand, Protestant Reformation (HarperCollins)

Bartolome de Las Casas, Destruction of the Indies, selections [handout]
Jean de Léry, History of a Voyage to the Land of Brazil, trans. Janet Whatley (Univ. of California Press)
Evaluation

Grades will be assigned on the following basis: a midterm exam; a 5-6 page essay analyzing Machiavelli’s The Prince; a second essay 5-6 pages in length (on Martin Luther’s Freedom of a Christian or approved topic); a final exam (1 hour and 50 minutes, held during scheduled final examination period); general participation in class. Students will also make small-group presentations on select Fridays.
Grading Percentages: mid-term 20%, first essay 20%, second essay 25%, final exam 25%, participation in class 10%.  (The participation grade depends on daily attendance, which will be taken and recorded, interaction in class, and office visits.)  Late papers will be penalized one-third of a letter grade per day (A- becomes B+, etc.).
Essay Assignment Details

One 5-6 page essay due Friday, October 14th on The Prince.  A second essay, 5-6 pages in length, is due on Monday, November 21st.  Students chose a topic from the list of approved themes (Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, etc).  For more info, see the course Web site: http://www.plu.edu/~halvormj.
Lecture Schedule and Office Hours

Prof. Halvorson will be holding office hours in Xavier 341 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m., and by appointment.  You are welcome to send Prof. Halvorson electronic mail at halvormj@plu.edu for appointment requests and other concerns.  Prof. Halvorson can also be reached during office hours and other times at (253) 535-8258, his on-campus office.  If you need to reach the History Department main office for any reason, please call Brenda Murray at (253) 535-7595.

In extreme weather situations, the University may decide to cancel classes.  This decision will typically be made by the president on or before 5:30AM for morning classes; you can call the "Campus Closure" hotline (253-535-7100) to hear closure information. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible in Xavier 341.  If you have questions concerning the services available for special needs at PLU call Alene Klein at ext. 7206.
The general course themes we’ll explore include:

Diverse approaches to Christian faith and activity, from its origins to the 17th century

Learning to closely read a text as evidence for claims about the past

Politics and culture in Renaissance Italy

Italian Art during the Renaissance, especially painting

Development of centralized monarchies and courts in France, Spain, and England

Religious, political, and social developments in Germany during the Protestant Reformation

Theological ideas of Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin 

Discovery of the “New World” and the cultural contact between Europeans and Americans
The language, culture, religion, and society of the Tupinamba people of Brazil
Two interdisciplinary questions: “What does it mean to be human?” and “What does it mean to live in community?”

Daily Schedule and Assigned Reading
	Day
	Topic
	Assigned Reading

	Sept. 7 (Wed)
	Introduction / Welcome to INTC !
	

	Sept. 9 (Fri)
	Individual & community values exercise
	

	Sept. 11 (Mon)
	Religion & Culture in Europe
	In-class handout (Stacey)

	Sept. 14 (Wed)
	Religion & Culture in Europe
	In-class handout (Van Dam)

	Sept. 16 (Fri)
	15th C. Economic Expansion of Europe
Small group presentations (select Fridays)
	Grafton, 45-60

	Sept. 19 (Mon)
	Italian Communes and Republics
	Grafton, 132-5

	Sept. 21 (Wed)
	Humanism and Renaissance Culture
	Grafton, 77-89; 104-09

	Sept. 23 (Fri)
	Art and Urban Design in Florence
	Turner, Chapter 1

	Sept. 26 (Mon)
	Sculpture and Representation in Florence
	Turner, Chapter 3

	Sept. 28 (Wed)
	Painting and Perspective in Florence
	Turner, Chapter 5

	Sept. 30 (Fri)
	European State-Building: France and Spain
	Grafton, 110-24

	Oct. 3 (Mon)
	The Empire of Charles V
	Grafton, 124-32

	Oct. 5 (Wed)
	Machiavelli and Republican Florence
	Machiavelli, Intro, 1-30

	Oct. 7 (Fri)
	Political Thought and The Prince
	Machiavelli, 30-56

	Oct. 10 (Mon)
	Themes from The Prince
	Machiavelli, 57-84

	Oct. 12 (Wed)
	New World Exploration
	Grafton, 38-44

	Oct. 14 (Fri)
	Prince Essay Due / Columbus Film
	

	Oct. 17 (Mon)
	Las Casas, Destruction of the Indies
	In-class handout (pp. 3-30)

	Oct. 19 (Wed)
	Las Casas, Destruction of the Indies
Take-home midterm due Oct. 24
	In-class handout (pp. 3-30)

	Oct. 21 (Fri)
	No Class -- Mid-Semester Break
	

	Oct. 24 (Mon)
	Signs of Discontent: The Church Hierarchy

Midterm due
	Grafton, 146-52

	Oct. 26 (Wed)
	Signs of Vitality: Lay Piety and Devotion
	

	Oct. 28 (Fri)
	Martin Luther the Reformer
	Grafton, 153-58; Hill., Intro

	Oct. 31 (Mon)
	Luther’s Freedom of a Christian
	Hillerbrand, 1-28

	Nov. 2 (Wed)
	Luther and Ecclesiastical Reform
	Hillerbrand, 43-63

	Nov. 4 (Fri)
	Zwingli and the reform of Zurich
	Grafton, 158-61; Hill., 108-21

	Nov. 7 (Mon)
	Calvin:  Predestination and Salvation
	Grafton, 161-63; Hill, 178-213

	Nov. 9 (Wed)
	Work on Second Essay (no class)
	

	Nov. 11 (Fri)
	Work on Second Essay (no class)
	

	Nov. 14 (Mon)
	Calvin:  Ecclesiastical Reform in Geneva
	Hill, 172-178

	Nov. 16 (Wed)
	Radical Reformation
	Grafton, 163-9/Hill., 122-136

	Nov. 18 (Fri)
	The German Peasant’s War
	Grafton, 178-91; Hill., 63-66

	Nov. 21 (Mon)
	Second Essay due

Anabaptist Case Study
	In-class exercise

	Nov. 23 (Wed)
	Catholic Reformation and Council of Trent
	Grafton, 169-77

	Nov. 25 (Fri)
	No Class – Thanksgiving Break
	

	Nov. 28 (Mon)
	The Context of Religious Wars in France
	de Léry, Intro

	Nov. 30 (Wed)
	Jean de Léry: Voyage to Brazil
	de Léry, Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5

	Dec. 2 (Fri)
	Jean de Léry: Customs of the Tupinamba
	de Léry, Chapters 8, 14, 15

	Dec. 5 (Mon)
	Jean de Léry: Is this really religion?
	de Léry, Chapter 16

	Dec. 7 (Wed)
	Jean de Léry: Assessing the Encounter
	de Léry, Chapter 18

	Dec. 9 (Fri)
	Final Class / Review
	

	Dec. 12 (Mon)
	Optional Afternoon Study Session,3:30 p.m.
	

	Dec. 13 (Tues)
	Final Exam 8:00 a.m. to 9:50 a.m.
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