INTC 111 – First Essay Assignment

Halvorson

The subject of your first essay is Machiavelli’s The Prince.  Please write a 5-6 page essay that explores one of the following topics.  Your paper should be typed and double-spaced with a clear introduction, main argument, and conclusion.  See below for additional information about formatting your papers.

Due date:  Friday, October 14th in class.  Late papers placed in Halvorson box in History Department (Xavier Basement) after 2:30 p.m. on 10/14 will receive a late penalty of 1/3 of a letter grade for each day late (2/3 for next class or weekend).  Have the Social Sciences Administrative Assistant (Brenda Murray) date-stamp and initial your paper if late.
Topics (pick one):

1. According to Machiavelli, what are the important attributes of a Renaissance prince?  How does The Prince relate to the political and military realities of Renaissance Florence?

2. According to Machiavelli, what is the role of fortune and in human affairs?  What can men do to alter the course of fortune?

Footnotes

All quotes must be footnoted.  For example, if you use the George Bull translation of Machiavelli, the first note should appear at the bottom of the page used and give the complete bibliographical reference:

Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. George Bull (Penguin Books: London, 1961), p. 1.

After your first footnote, use “Ibid.” (short for ibidem) meaning “in the same place” to record additional footnotes:

Ibid.  [if the same page in the book is used]

or

Ibid., p. 25.  [if a different page was used]

or

Ibid., pp. 26-27. [when more than one page is cited]

“Block” quotations of three lines or more should be indented in text one tab stop (0.5”) for each margin and single spaced, without indenting the first line and without using quotation marks.
Footnotes you use from other sources (such as the Rice and Grafton book) should also follow the above format.  When you return to the Machiavelli text you can use an abbreviated form:

Machiavelli, Prince, pp. 18-19.

