Task 6: Detailed Outline
History 301

Halvorson
Assignment:
Write a detailed outline for your research paper, based on your research in primary and secondary sources, and feedback that you have received on your prospectus.  Most importantly, create an outline that relates closely to your main research question and supporting claims and evidence.
Your outline should be formatted so that it shows the main headings (or subtopics) you plan for your paper.  In addition to Introduction and Conclusion headings, your remaining headings will usually be related to supporting claims that you are making which speak to and answer your overall question.  Each heading should contain a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) describing what you will cover in that section.  Also, please estimate the page count within brackets, so that you can monitor how long this might be.  (Your paper should be a minimum of 15 pages long.)  These estimates can change a little, but you should be far enough along now that you have read most of your sources or at least know the major claims that you will be making.
Example (for sample paper on Las Casas):

1.  Introduction [1-2]
Opening story or “episode” about Las Casas seeing evidence of exploitation in the New World.  Presentation of main question, supporting claims, and relevance of question to Atlantic Studies:  “This paper investigates the early experiences of Las Casas in the New World, in order to explain the Spaniard’s “conversion” from rough colonizer to human rights advocate, and suggests that Las Casas only achieved this conversion through personal relationships with the Indians he encountered.”

2.  The Colonial Context of Cuba [3]
Discussion of Cuba as a background for New World colonization.  Present here evidence of New World atrocities.  Use Short Account (pp. xx, xx, and xx) as a main source; discuss diary of Columbus to support general attitude toward natives.
3.  Background of Las Casas [2]
Brief origins in Spain.  Mental attitudes within Spain summarized.  Original goals of his colonial voyages with Columbus.  Discussion of broader question:  “Was Las Casas unique or a typical colonizer?”

4.  Las Casas working within the Encomienda system in Cuba [3]
Claim:  “The Spanish Encomienda system was a brutal, but effective, tool for conquering and pacifying indigenous populations within the New World.”  Describe the system to show that Las Casas profited from this system.  Use Short Account.  Also: Quote actual sections from a translated copy of the Encomienda.  Can I find more sources on this?

5.  Biblical texts and the conversion: A parallel to Augustine? [4]
Explain what the conversion consisted of for Las Casas.  Discuss the role of a Dominican preacher there.  Note that this seems to be (in a literary way) much like the conversion of St. Paul and St. Augustine.  Why would this be?  Does religious language and biblical/church fathers as models make this morally more respectable?  Tie Las Casas conversion deeply into his experience of seeing natives suffer.

6.  Conclusion [2]
Drawing on the above, it seems clear that Las Casas’s personal experiences in the New World prompted within him a deep moral ambivalence about what he was doing.  Yet it was the Dominican preacher and his personal encounter with biblical texts about social justice that motivated the change within him.  Tie this all together, and make the section relevant for the discussion about “why do some people resist oppression while others operate within the system?”  Make a reference to opening episode if possible.
Due date:  Every student is required to bring a typed and near-complete outline to class on Monday, October 30, 2006.  After class discussion, you may wish you revise your outline, and you may do so (turning it in on Wed. Nov. 1) with no deduction.
Implications:  This week and next, you need to spend several hours per day reading into your sources, making relevant notes on cards or computer documents, and figuring out in detail what you plan to do.  The outline should be a close to final version of what you plan to accomplish, so considerable research will be required.  As you do your research, however, other book ideas will come up, and you will want to make additional interlibrary loan or journal requests to fill in any missing gaps.  But this process needs to be complete soon, so that you can write your draft.  (In fact, you can really begin writing your paper any time after, or during, the time when you are creating your outline.)
Value of Assignment:  25 points
Late penalty:  3 points per day

