Reading Worksheet:  The Prince

Review questions for Machiavelli’s The Prince, trans. George Bull (Penguin).

1. Who is The Prince dedicated to?  Why did Machiavelli dedicate the book to this person?

2. Why did Machiavelli write The Prince?

3. This book is about principalities. What does he leave out republics?

4. How are principalities created?

5. What is the best way for a prince to assert/keep his control?

6. What sort of examples does Machiavelli use from the past to prove his points?

7. What did King Louis XII of France do wrong in his invasion of Italy?

8. What is the relationship in The Prince between Fortune and Virtu?

9. How should the military be used in a principality?

10. Is it better to be loved or feared? Generous or miserly?

11. Does Machiavelli seem like a Humanist?  Why or why not?

