Oppose Initiative 1068
Position Statement:

Initiative 1068 attempts to legalize marijuana. However, the legalization of marijuana is a direct violation of Federal Law. The negative ramifications of marijuana legalization would far outweigh any positive aspects.  Our group strongly opposes this bill for the following reasons:
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Statement of Problem:

Initiative 1068 attempts to legalize marijuana. However, the legalization of marijuana is a direct violation of Federal Law. The negative ramifications of marijuana legalization would far outweigh any positive aspects.  Our group strongly opposes this bill for the following reasons:

Statistics on Issue:

· In 2007, 19.7 percent of the U.S. Population had used marijuana within the past month, and 38.1% had used it sometime in their lifetime.  This is more than double the amount of people who have used cocaine, methamphetamine, inhalants, or illegal steroids (CDC, 2007).

· From the year 1992 to 1999, marijuana treatment admissions have increased from less than 100 thousand to more than 200 thousand which suggests that marijuana is addictive and can create dependence which needs treatment (HHS).
Arguments:

Fiscal Impact of Legalization
· Cost of societal issues will outweigh the possible tax revenue from legalization; substance abuse is expensive, and an increase in users will increase this spending.
Impact on groups/constituents
· Legalization of marijuana would lead to negative consequences for American youth.
· Research estimated an increase of 20-30% (Ellickson, 2005).
· Black market drug dealer will target youth once marijuana is regulated by legal distributors.
· Legalizing marijuana will send a message to children that marijuana is acceptable.
· With marijuana more accessible, there may be an increase of prenatal exposure to marijuana, which has been shown to increase a child’s likelihood of becoming a user themselves (Day, 2006).
· Children who see their parents using substances are more likely to use as adults (Day, 2006).
· Marijuana is correlated with lower grades and low academic success in children.

· Marijuana is often used as a stepping-stone drug, leading to heroin, cocaine, or other hard drugs. 

· Marijuana has been linked to increased intimate partner violence in minority and low social economic households, and individuals that use marijuana are more likely to commit more serious crimes in the future (Stalans, 2008).
· Legalization of marijuana will lead to an increased number of drug users in the United States. 

· Research estimated an increase of 20-30%

· Current prohibition of marijuana deters citizens from using substances.  Legalization will remove these ethical guidelines.
· The legalization of marijuana will negatively impact non-users through public exposure, such as second hand smoke.

· Legalization of marijuana will increase crimes involving marijuana related impairment, such as driving under the influence, which can cause employment restrictions, etc.

· Marijuana has many documented negative health consequences such as:

· Short Term: memory loss, depression, amotivational syndrome, apathy, difficulty problem solving, distorted perception (sights, sound, time, touch), loss of motor coordination, increased heart rate, and acute panic anxiety reaction (Ellickson, 2005).
· Long Term: brain damage, throat cancer, depression, lung damage and disease, death (Ellickson, 2005).
Impact of Maintaining Marijuana Prohibition:

· The potential ramifications of changing the current prohibition against marijuana are too great to justify the change. Maintenance of the current laws will uphold the health, safety, and values of our society and focus can be placed on strengthening treatment and prevention measures against marijuana abuse.

Alternatives to Initiative 1068

· Examine why rates and availability of marijuana are so high in our communities.

· Focus efforts on educating the public about the consequences of marijuana, and increase resources towards preventative measures. 

· Ensure that medical cannabis is accessible and available for those citizens who qualify in Washington State.

· Invest time towards researching the effects of marijuana, so that a more definitive decision can be reached in the future.

Previously Unsuccessful Proposals related to Marijuana Legalization

· In 1975, the citizens of Alaska legalized the recreational use of marijuana; however, in 1990, citizens voted to reinstate the previous laws against the use of marijuana.  During the legalization, Alaskan rates of marijuana use among teenagers skyrocketed.
Constitutional and Legal Issues of Legalizing Marijuana

· FDA does not recognize any legitimate medicinal value for smoked marijuana (Garner-Wizard, 2006).

· President Obama publicly stated opposition towards the legalization of marijuana.

· A majority of individuals who are incarcerated for marijuana have additional violations that accompany their charge that are more serious (Jim Cooper, Vice President of WA association for substance abuse & violence).
· The legalization of marijuana violates both federal and Washington State law under the Uniform Controlled Substances Act.
· Marijuana is currently identified as a Schedule I substance, defining is as a drug with a high potential for abuse and no accepted medical use.

Impact Legalization on Core Values

· Legalization of marijuana in Washington State will attract drug abusers from other regions.

· Many religions prohibit the use of substances and consider marijuana use as morally wrong.

· Government and public views on marijuana are predominately negative.

Opposition Arguments

· Marijuana has therapeutic and medicinal value

· FDA does not recognize any legitimate medicinal value for smoked marijuana (Garner-Wizard, 2006).

· Err on the side of caution when medical outcomes are uncertain

· Should not be a Schedule I drug

· If the schedule of the drug is questionable, then measures need to be taken to prove that a lower schedule level is more appropriate before legalization is acceptable.

· Legalization of marijuana will have significant financial benefits

· Potential financial benefits should not outweigh the safety and health of citizens

· When asked if the legalization of marijuana would improve the economy and job creation, President Obama responded, “No, I don't think that's a good strategy to grow our economy” (Stein, 2009).

· Cost of societal issues will out weight the possible tax revenue from legalization

· Alcohol is more damaging than marijuana and is legal; therefore marijuana should be equally available to the public. 

· Spend time and resources solving the issues that accompany alcohol.  The dangers of alcohol do not justify legalizing marijuana.

· Combined effects of alcohol and marijuana are proven to have serious consequences.

· Current marijuana distribution is managed by criminals. Legalizing marijuana would create a controlled and safer market to purchase the drug, and drug dealers would lose business.

· Current drug users will maintain the black market by targeting youth.

· Difficult to regulate who is producing marijuana and where people are obtaining the drug.

