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Family Interview


I chose to do an interview with my mother, and she answered a question about how the culture which she grew up in influenced the way in which she saw the world, and how it shaped who she is today.  She grew up in a rather privileged middle class white home, which as a child, she took for granted.  In her home, the mind set was that you would get everything that you needed handed to you in life, and you’d never have to experience struggle or hardship.  However, as she got older she realized that this was not quite reality and that even though she had always had a life of privilege, to succeed in life you still had to work hard and earn your way.  

Another part of my mother’s culture from her childhood was the issue of women’s rights.  She grew up in the era when women’s rights were becoming more prominent, and the idea that women could be everything (a perfect house wife as well as a person in the work field) was what women wanted to be.  She grew up believing that she was every bit as good as a man, and that she was in no way inferior.  Because of this, she aspired to be things like an astronaut, a doctor, and even at one point in her life the president of the United States.  Now, as a mother, her feelings about equality were passed down to her children, and her daughters know that they can do everything her son can do.

A third aspect of her culture was how she was born into the tail end of the hippy generation.  This gave my mother certain political views, such as having suspicions towards the government, or towards war.  She is also supportive of environmentalists which came from living during that time.  


My mother, just like everyone else, lived and experienced things which helped her to become the person that she is.  Her own beliefs and ideas which were formed throughout her life were passed on to her children, who can determine for themselves whether to accept them, or whether to form their own opinions on various issues in the world.
