	Directions:  The scenario presented below describes two choices, either one of which can be supported on the basis of the information given.  Your essay should consider both choices and argue for one and against the other, based on the two specified criteria and the facts provided.  There is no “right” or “wrong” choice: a reasonable argument can be made for either.


Dennis Gunot, a landscape architect with his own, one-person design company, has been offered a partnership at S-scapes, another, somewhat larger, landscape architecture firm.  He must choose either to accept S-scape’s offer or to continue working for himself.  Write an essay in which you argue for one choice over the other, keeping in mind the following two criteria:

· Dennis wants to be interested and engaged in the work he does.

· Dennis wants to further his professional reputation.

S-scapes currently has two partners as well as an office manager.  In the five years since the company’s founding, it has won several national awards for landscape design, and with its increasing national visibility it now has more work than it can handle.  The work is varied, ranging from public parks and gardens to private commissions.  Decisions as to which projects the firm takes on would be made jointly by all three partners, but the firm could also take on projects in which Dennis is not interested but on which he would have to work nevertheless.  The firm’s next major project, to which Dennis would be assigned if he accepts the offer, is to design the landscaping for a suburban housing development.

Dennis has generally enjoyed the independence afforded by his current situation.  He likes being the sole beneficiary of any critical acclaim his company’s work receives.  He can decide which jobs to accept and which to reject, although for financial reasons he has had to accept some jobs that he would rather not have taken on, among them residential landscape design.  At other times, however, he has had so much work that he has had to turn down potentially interesting projects, especially since a local magazine carried a story about his award-winning design for a park in the town where he lives.  Dennis feels he spends too much time taking care of administrative work, but he does not have the time to train an office manager and does not feel his company earns enough to justify the additional expense.  If he does not accept S-scape’s offer, he is considering bringing on another landscape architect.

	Directions:  For this essay you are presented with an argument that offers reasons for drawing a particular conclusion.  Your essay should analyze and evaluate the line of reasoning and use of evidence in the argument.  For example, you may want to discuss how the logic of the argument is flawed or could be improved, or what counterexamples or alternative explanations would undermine the argument.  You may also want to consider what, if any, questionable assumptions underlie the reasoning and what additional information or evidence may have been overlooked that would strengthen or weaken the argument.  Note that you are not being asked to present your personal opinion on the subject with which the argument is concerned.


The following appeared in the editorial section of a local newspaper, the Danburg Gazette.

“With the recent population growth in this area, upgrading municipal services in the city of Danburg has clearly become the most important issue for voters.  After all, when the city failed to negotiate a new contract for trash collection last year, Mayor Harris was voted out of office.  But improving and extending city services can be expensive.  The city should, therefore, pay for the improved or expanded municipal services that inevitable result from population growth by charging large fees to any developers seeking approval for commercial building projects in the city.  Most developers could afford those fees, and, besides, new offices and other commercial facilities would in all likelihood raise the city’s expenses and increase demand for its services.”

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument

