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SOcial problems
Sociology 240
Pacific Lutheran University
Spring Semester, 2006
Instructor:  Daniel Renfrow



Class Location:  Admin 202

Office:
 Xavier 334




Class Meets:  
TR 11:50 am – 1:35 pm
Office Hours:
TR 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Phone:  253-535-7342
Email:  renfrodg@plu.edu
Course Description
What is the most important social problem facing us?  What is a "social problem"?  Who gets to decide whether an issue is a social problem?  What can we do to "fix" social problems? This course will address each of these complex questions from the sociological perspective.  We will examine issues ranging from unemployment and crime to intensive mothering and the crisis of masculinity to identify and understand the social foundations of each and why each can be considered a social problem.  Furthermore, we will discuss social solutions to these problems.  You may disagree with the sociological perspective on some issues;  this is to be expected, as the sociological imagination forces us to be critical observers within our own culture and question things we often take for granted. This course invites you to view your world from a new perspective.
Course Goals

Throughout the quarter, we will work towards several goals.  All of the tasks and assignments will help you: 

 

· Develop and use a sociological vocabulary for the study of social problems
· Understand and use key sociological perspectives to analyze social problems 

· Become an “enlightened witness” to the social underpinnings of everyday phenomena
· Critically evaluate solutions for social problems
· Identify how social research has implications for the goal of social justice
· Refine both written and oral communication skills
Required Texts

Charon, Joel and Lee Garth Vigilant.  2006.  Social Problems:  Readings with Four Questions. 2nd Edition.  Belmont, CA:  Thomson Wadsworth.  ISBN:  049500460x.   On occasion, we will view films.  You should treat this material just as your do lecture and readings.  Additional materials may be assigned throughout the term.
Learning Opportunities
Class Participation.  A fair amount of class time will be devoted to discussion.  Therefore it is important that everyone come to class prepared and willing to participate in the discussion.  We will also do in-class writing exercises and activities from time to time.  These are an important part of your learning, so make sure you are in class to take advantage of these opportunities.  

Exams.  We will have two exams this quarter.  Refer to the course schedule for specific dates.  Each exam will assess the breadth of your knowledge and whether you  have a working knowledge of important concepts, the relationship between concepts and ways of applying class materials to real-life situations.  If for any reason you miss either exam, you will not have the opportunity to make up that exam.  

Discussion Exercises.  Throughout the term, groups will be assigned an issue to explore and report back to the class.  Students will use their knowledge of this social problem to lead discussion.  A list of issues and specific questions will be provided in class. 

Social Action Project.  One of my goals for this course is that students will develop their sociological imagination, which allows them to critically evaluate the world around them and to identify how and where individual biography and social history intersect.  The social action project will allow you and your group to document this intersection and provide evidence that you have mastered this ability.

To complete this task, each group will select a "social problem" and go out into the community to research the prevelence of this problem and how communities attempt to deal with it.  Your group will need to consider several questions, including but not limited to the following:

· What is the social problem?  Do people disagree about this?

· How and when did this issue "become a social problem"?  

· What is the scope of the problem? (eg, nationally, regionally, locally)

· Who is harmed by this problem?  Does anyone benefit from it?

· How does the community try to "fix" this problem?

· Focusing on one or two specific organizations, what does this agency do about the issue?

· What is the mission of this agency?

· What assumptions are built into this mission? (eg, Is it consistent with a particular sociological perspective?)

· What can you learn by looking at the agencies materials?

· What impact has the agency had on the problem?

Needless to say, this project will require that you go out into the community.  Your grade will be based upon a short literature review, an outline of your findings and the final presentation.  You should use your creativity and ingenuity to present your findings.  
Student Learning Assessment

Everything counts.  Your overall grade for SOC 240 will come from the following:

Class Participation





5 points


   In-class exercises, One Minute Papers, Discussion leadership, etc.







Exams One
& Two





50 points

Discussion Exercise
 



10  points
Social Action Project




35 points


Literature Review

15 points 



Outline


15 points 




Presentation


5 points



Total







100 points
Policies

Promptness.  You should be in class on time except when delayed by an emergency, and you should stay until class is over unless you become ill or have made arrangements with me to leave early.  Furthermore, you should comply with all dues dates.  You have all of the due dates now, so plan ahead if you know you will not be able to attend class.  Even though I do not grade late work, you must still turn in all assignments if you wish to receive a grade in this course.

Academic Honesty.  While I do not expect this to be an issue this quarter, you should be aware that if you cheat (which includes plagiarism), you get a zero for that assignment.  No excuses.  By enrolling in this class, you acknowledge that you accept this policy.

Extra credit.  I do not provide extra credit in this course.  If you take each of the assignments seriously, complete the readings and attend class, you should do well and not need extra credit.

Special Needs.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.  My office is in Xavier 334 and office hours are posted on the door.  My office telephone number is 253-535-7342 (mobile 206-200-7165).  If you have questions concerning the services available for special needs at PLU call Alene Klein at ext.  7206.

Possible Changes to the Syllabus and Student Responsibility.  I reserve the right to modify or change this syllabus and schedule to accommodate the progress of the class or for other reasons.  Students must take responsibility to check for changes and to meet such deadlines.  

SOC 240:  Introduction to Sociology

Reading List 

What is a Social Problem? 
An Introduction to the Study of Social Problems, Charon
How do We Decide What are Social Problems?, Gusfield

What’s Wrong with Declaring War on Social Problems?, Best

Economic Inequality and Poverty

Somebodies and Nobodies, Fuller
What’s Wrong with the American Dream?, Hochschild

The Invisible Poor, Newman

Inheritance and Wealth, Shapiro
Work and Unemployment

The Demeaning of Work, Schwartz
Work in the Strawberry Fields, Schlosser

The Most Dangerous Job, Schlosser

The Vanishing Middle Class, Witte

Racial and Ethnic Inequality
Laissez-Faire Racism, Bobo and Smith
From Institutional to Jobless Ghettos, Wilson

The Revolution Is about Basketball, McCall

Eliminating the Waste of Racism, Feagin and Vera

Gender Inequality and Issues of Sexual Orientation 
Socialization into Gender, Risman
The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood, Hays

The Betrayal of the American Man, Faludi

Homosexuality and American Citizenship, Bronski

Crime and Drugs

Violence and the Inner-City Code, Anderson
White-Collar Crime, Rosoff et al.

Three Fatal Flaws in the War on Drugs, Bertram et al.

From Prison to Home, Travis and Waul

Families
Politics of Teenage Pregancy, Luker
Divorce in Perspective, Coontz

The Incidence and Causes of Wife Abuse, Baca Zinn et al.

Education

What No School Can Do, Traub
American Education, Kozol

The Debasing of Education, Schwartz

The Social Roots of School Shootings, Newman et al.
Terrorism and Violence 
The Corporation as Invisible Government, Reich
The Origins of Group Violence, Staub

The Global Rise of the Religious Violence, Juergensmeyer

Democracy in an Age of Terror, Ignatieff

SOC 240:  SOCial Problems
Tentative Calendar
	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week One:  Introductions
	
	Feb 2
Syllabus and Introductions

	Week Two


	7
What is Sociology?  What is a social problem? 
(Charon, Gusfield, Best)
	9
 cont’d

	Week Three


	14
Economic Inequality and Poverty

 (Fuller, Hoschschild)
	16

(Newman, Shapiro)

	Week Four


	21
Work and Unemployment 

(Schwartz, Schlosser)
	23
(Schlosser, Witte)


	Week Five


	28
Racial and Ethnic Inequality
(Bobo and Smith, Wilson)
	March 2
(McCall, Feagin and Vera)
Review for Exam One

	Week Six


	7
Exam One
	9
Project Day

	Week Seven: Spring Break


	14

No class
	16
No class

	Week Eight


	21
Gender Inequality

 (Risman, Hays, Bronski)
	23
Crisis of Masculinity: Tough Guise
(Faludi)

	Week Nine


	28
Crime and Drugs

 (Anderson, Rosoff et al.)
	30
(Bertram et al, Travis and Waul)

	Week Ten


	April 4
Family
(Luker, Coontz)
	6
(Bacca Zinn et al.)

	Week Eleven


	11
Education
(Traub, Kozol)
	13
(Schwartz, Newman et al.)

	Week Twelve
	18
Violence and Terrorism
(Reich, Staub, Ignatieff)
	20
(Juergensmeyer)



	Week Thirteen
	25
What Can We Do?
	27
Review

	Week Fourteen
	May 2
Exam Two
	4
Project day:  No class

	Week Fifteen
	9
Social Action Project Presentations
	11
Social Action Project Presentations

	Week Sixteen:  Finals
	Projects Due Monday 10am – 11:50 am
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