SCAN 321 Topics in Scandinavian Culture & Society:

Nordic Colonialism

Syllabus

Spring 2006

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:50-1:35 p.m., Admin 210

Instructor:
Troy Storfjell

Office:

Admin. 222J

Office Hours:
Mondays 11-11:50 a.m.



Tuesdays 10:30-11:30 a.m.



Wednesdays 11-11:50 a.m. and 3:45-4:45 p.m.



Fridays 11-11:50 a.m.



(and by appointment)

Telephone:
x8514

E-mail:
storfjta@plu.edu

Course Description:
Although relatively small, the Nordic countries also took part in colonial enterprises similar to those of other Western European states.  This course examines the history of Nordic colonial empire, and its role in (trans)forming societies from West Africa to the Caribbean, North America, the North Atlantic, India and Greenland, as well as the internal colonization of the Sámi (Lapp) people.  In addition to examining different types of colonialism and colonial representation, this course explores theoretical frameworks for coming to terms with things like slavery and orientalism, and for understanding how these concepts inform contemporary understandings of the world, the self, and the other.

Required Texts:
• Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths and Helen Tiffin, eds. The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. 1995

• ---,   Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies (2000)

• Carstens, J. L., St. Thomas in Early Danish Times: A General Description of all the Danish, American, or West Indian Islands (1997)

• Dinesen, Isak.  Out of Africa and Shadows on the Grass (1985)

• Lehtola, Veli-Pekka.  The Sámi People: Traditions in Transition (2002)

• Pontoppidan, Henrik. The Polar Bear (2003)

• Tyson, George F. and Arnold R. Highfield, eds. The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives (1998)

• Stien, Laila. Antiphony (2001) [provided on eCourse at charge of $5.00 per student]

• selections from Ólafsson, Jón,  The Life of the Icelander Jón Ólafsson: Traveller to India. 1679. Trans. Sigfús Blöndal (1923) [Provided on eCourse]

• In addition, a number of other articles and shorter literary texts will be posted on eCourse.

Grading
Participation


10%

3 Papers


65% 

Final Exam


20%

Final Discussion

5%

Participation:


In class we will adopt a collaborative approach, combining brief lectures with discussions and small group activities.  Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and ask questions of the reading material assigned for that day.  Active participation in small group activities and general class discussion is necessary to receive a good participation grade.

3 Papers

The act of writing about something helps us to develop coherent and organized understandings of our subject material.  Because of this we will be writing three critical analysis papers at key points throughout the semester.  These papers will analyze an assigned text within the broader context of our course, and should make use of some of the critical approaches introduced and discussed in our readings and discussions.


Papers should be five to seven pages in length, typed, 10-12 point, Times or Times New Roman font.  They should follow MLA guidelines, and should adhere to academic citation standards.  Papers will be graded on the basis of the soundness of their arguments, the clarity of their writing, and the originality of thinking they display.

Optional fourth paper:  Students have the option of writing a fourth paper if they are dissatisfied with the grade they receive for any of the three required papers.  If the fourth paper is written, only the three best paper grades will be used.

Final Exam

At the end of the semester you receive a take-home exam on the content of the course.  The final exam will be cumulative, and will consist of a mixture of matching, multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.

Final Discussion


On Monday, May 15th, we will meet from 10 to 11:50 a.m. During that time, we will view a film and discuss it, drawing on a few short, additional readings, and contextualizing our discussion within the scope of materials covered throughout the semester. Those who arrive prepared to discuss the assigned readings and watch the film will get the full five percent.

Policies

Attendence:

Attendence is a mandatory component of this course.  Absences will be excused only for one of the following:

· illness, verified with a note from a health care provider;

· a death in the family;

· an interview for a post-graduation job or for graduate school; 

· participation in an organized, university-sponsored off-campus event (like a sports match or a concert); or

· religious observance.

Note that even if an absence is excused, students will still miss important material an exercises, and will be held accountable for that material.

Academic honesty:

Students must not cheat or plagiarize, and they must not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but it also undermines the scholastic achievements of all students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records.

What is Academic Dishonesty?


The most common forms of academic dishonesty are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

· Submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance, such as copying from another student's exam, allowing another student to copy from your exam; or

· Using information or devices not allowed by the faculty; such as formulas or a computer program or data, or unauthorized materials, such as a copy of an examination before it is given; or

· Fabricating information, such as data for a lab report; or

· Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation; or

· Collaborating with others on assignments without the instructor's consent; or

· Cooperating with or helping another student to cheat; or

· Other forms of dishonest behavior, such as having another person take an exam for you, altering exam answers and requesting the exam be re-graded; or, communicating with anyone other than a proctor or instructor during an exam.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

· Directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them; or

· Using sources (published or unpublished) without identifying them, such as the Internet (and particularly making use of an Internet paper writing service); or

· Paraphrasing materials or ideas of others without identifying the sources.

If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification. Students may also read PLU’s Academic Dishonesty policy in full at www.plu.edu/academics/integ.

Disabilities or special circumstances:


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning the services available for students with disabilities at PLU, please contact Alene Klein, in Counseling and Testing, located in Ramstad 106 or call x7206.

Course Schedule

KC = Key Concepts in Post-Colonial Studies

PCSR = Post-Colonial Studies Reader

Indíafara = The Life of the Icelander Jón Ólafsson, Traveller to India: Written by Himself and Completed about 1661 A.D. with a Continuation, by Another Hand, up to his Death in 1679 [eCourse]

I. Introduction: Colonialism and the North

Week 1:
Thursday, Feb. 2
Introduction: Syllabus, lecture "Looking at the Nordic Region from a postcolonial perspective," assorted postcolonial texts

Week 2:
Tuesday, Feb. 7
• Hans Hauge, "The Empire Writes Back - in the North too: Northientalism or Nordic postcolonialism?" (handout)

Thursday, Feb. 9
• "General Introduction" PCSR 7-11.




• Edward Said, "Orientalism," PCSR 87-91.

• Abdul R. JanMohamed "The Economy of Manichean Allegory" PCSR 18-28.

• "centre/margin (periphery)" KC 36, 37.

• "colonial discourse" KC 41-43.

II. Colonial Representation: Out of Africa

Week 3:
Tuesday, Feb. 14
• Isak Dinesen, 1 “Kanante and Lulu,” in Out of Africa, 1-77.



• Dennis Lee, "Writing in Colonial Space," PCSR 397-401.



• "class and post-colonialism," KC 37-40.



• "Other/other," KC 169-171.


• "othering," KC 171-173.

Thursday, Feb. 16
• Isak Dinesen, 2 “A Shooting Accident on the Farm,” in Out of Africa, 79-149.



• "settler," KC 210.



• "settler colony," KC 211, 212.



• "contrapuntal reading," KC 55, 56.

Week 4:
Tuesday, Feb. 21
• Isak Dinesen, 3 “Visitors to the Farm,” in Out of Africa, 151-236.


• Anne McClintock, "Olive Schreiner: The Limits of Colonial Feminism,". 258-295. [eCourse]

Thursday, Feb. 23
• Isak Dinesen, 4 “From an Immigrant’s Notebook,” in Out of Africa, 237-304.


• Abdul R. JanMohamed, "Isak Dinesen: The Generation of Mythic Consciousness," Manichean Aesthetics: The Politics of Literature in Colonial Africa, 39-77. [eCourse]

Week 5:
Tuesday, Feb. 28
• Isak Dinesen, 5 “Farewell to the Farm,” in Out of Africa, 303-373.


• selections from Simon Lewis, White Women Writers and Their African Invention [eCourse]


• "Euro-centrism," KC 90-92.

Thursday, March 2
• Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, "Can the Subaltern Speak?" PCSR 24-28.


• excerpts from Kamante, Longing for Darkness: Kamante's Tales From Out of Africa, collected by Peter Beard, [eCourse]

III. Slave Trade and Caribbean Colonies
Week 6:
Tuesday, March 7
• Paper 1: Out of Africa due


• Eric Williams, Chapters 1-4, in From Columbus to Castro: The History of the Caribbean 13-45 (1984) [eCourse]


• “slave/slavery,” KC 212-215.


• Introduction to Part XI History, PCSR 355-357.


• José Rabasa, "Allegories of Atlas," PCSR 358-364.


• Peter Hulme, "Columbus and the Cannibals," PCSR 365-369.


• "cannibal," KC 29-31.

Thursday, March 9
• George F. Tyson, “Introduction” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives v-viii .


• Colin Palmer, “The Atlantic Slave Trade and Its Abolition in Hemispheric Perspective,” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives 1-10.

• Arnold R. Highfield, “The Danish Atlantic and West Indian Slave Trade,” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives 11-32.


• Svend E. Holsoe, “The Origin, Transport, Introduction and Distribution of Africans on St. Croix: An Overview,” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives 33-46.

Week 7:
Tuesday, March 14
• Sandra E. Greene, “From Whence The Came: A Note on the Influence of West African Ethnic and Gender Relations on the Organizational Character of the 1733 St. John Slave Rebellion,” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives 47-67.


• Paul Carter, "Spatial History," PCSR 375-377.

Thursday, March 16
• Karen  Fog Olwig, “African Culture in the Danish West Indies: The Slave Trade and its Aftermath,” in The Danish West Indian Slave Trade: Virgin Islands Perspectives 69-87.


• Wilson Harris, "The Limbo Gateway," PCSR 378-384.


• Dipesh Chakrabarty, "Postcoloniality and the Artifice of History," PCSR 383-388.

March 19-26

SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS

Week 8:
Tuesday, March 28
• Selections from Marvin E. Williams, “Excavating Virgin Islands Poetry: An Introduction,” in Yellow Cedars Blooming: An Anthology of Twentieth-Century Virgin Islands Poetry [eCourse].

• "African-American and post-colonial studies," KC 6-8.

• "Black Studies/black consciousness," KC 27, 28.


• "diaspora," KC 68-70.


• "essentialism/strategic essentialism," KC 77-80.


• "négritude," KC 161, 162.

Thursday, March 30
• readings TBA

IV. Exploration, India, and Empire
Week 9:
Tuesday, April 4
• Paper 2: Virgin Islands poetry due

• Jón Ólafsson, Indíafara I:

· "V. Copenhagen. Service in King's stables. Enlistment. Icelandic friends," 33-38;

· "XVIII. Voyage to Kildin. Pirate raid on coast of Norway. Vardø. Kildin. The Russians. Russia," 124-134;

· "XIX. Return voyage. The Finns," 135-137;

· "XX. Encounter with vessels from Hamburg. Icelandic waters. Storm. Faroes. Merry-making," 138-146;

· "XXI. Voyage to Spitzbergen. The Biscayans. Dealings with English ships. Jón's mishap in firing salute," 147-153;

· "XXII. Story of an Englishman's winter in Spitzbergen. Reindeer hunting and whaling," 154-159;

· "XXIII. The Dutch ship. The whale. Quarrel between Danish Admiral and Captain. Departure and storm," 160-162;

· "XXIV. The storm. Scurvy and its cure. Arrival in Flekkefjord. Jón's difference with a Biscayan. Copenhagen," 163-166.

• "cartography (maps and mapping)," KC 31-34.

• "exploration and travel," KC 95-98.

• Paul Carter, "Naming Place," PCSR 402-406.

Thursday, April 6
• Jón Ólafsson, Indíafara II:

· "I. First Danish Expedition to India under Ove Giedde. Embassy from the ruler of Ceylon to Holland and Denmark. Selection of the crew for the voyage," 1-6;

· II. The outward voyage. Capture of the Patientia. The fight at Portudal. Dissension in the fleet," 7-11;

· "III. The Danes in Ceylon. Wreck of the Christian. Capture of the yacht Øresund. The Danes at Tanjore. A treaty with the Nãyak," 12-24;

· "IV. The fortress Dansborg erected at Tranquebar. Government of the Fort. Homeward voyage of the fleet," 25-29.

• Graham Huggan, "Decolonizing the Map," PCSR 407-411.

• Bob Hodge and Vijay Mishra, "Aboriginal Place," PCSR 412-417.

Week 10:
Tuesday, April 11
• Jón Ólafsson, Indíafara II:

· "XI. Hottentots. Description of Africa. The Christianshavn off Madagascar," 71-80;

· "XII. Visit of a Malagasy chief. Natural productions of the Island," 81-86;

· "XIV. Description of Asia. The Christianshavn saluted by the Spaniel. Jón challenged to fight a duel," 95-101;

· "XVI. Daily routine and discipline in the fortress of Dansborg. Uses of the coconut palm," 106-113;

· "XVII. Raghunãtha, Nãyak of Tanjore, his palace, court, wives and servants," 114-119;

· "XVIII. Temples in Tanjore. Religious processions. Temple dancing-women," 120-124;

· "XIX. Customs levied at Tranquebar. Hindu dramatic performances. Conjuring tricks. Hook-swinging. A Hindu festival. Hindu philosophy. Devil-scarers," 125-131;

· "XX. Hindu burial customs. Pariahs. Sati," 132-136.

• Gyan Prakash, "Postcolonial Criticism and Indian Historiography," Social Text 31/32, 8-19 (eCourse).

Thursday, April 13
• Jón Ólafsson, Indíafara II:

· "XXI. Hindu punishments for crime. Some Tamil words. Agriculture in Tanjore. Natural productions. Handicrafts. Mineral wealth. Blessing the sea. Turtles and tortoises," 137-146;

· "XXII. The Danish church at Tranquebar. Jón wounds a native and attacks a sergeant. His imprisonment and release. Christoffer Boye's intervention in his behalf," 147-153;

· "XXIII. The Christianshavn sails to Tenasserim. Dysentery in the fortress of Dansborg. Two mutineers sentenced to death and reprieved. The strappado described. The Danes at Masulipatam. Their conference with Prince Khurram. The story of Cornelius," 154-162.

• Eugene F. Irschick, "Conversations in Tarangambadi: Caring for the Self in Early Eighteenth Century South India," Comparative Studies of South Asia, India, and the Middle East, 23, 3-20 (eCourse).

V. Self, Other, and the Sámi

Week 11: 
Tuesday, April 18
• Veli-Pekka Lehtola, The Sámi People: Traditions in Transition, 9-56.


• "aboriginal/indigenous peoples," KC 4, 5.

Thursday, April 20
• Veli-Pekka Lehtola, The Sámi People: Traditions in Transition, 57-94.


• Terry Goldie, "The Representation of the Indigene," PCSR 232-236.

Week 12:
Tuesday, April 25
• Laila Stien, “The Blue Room,” in Antiphony, 4-42 [eCourse]


• Veli-Pekka Lehtola, The Sámi People: Traditions in Transition, 95-128.



• "ethnography," KC 85-89.

Thursday, April 27
• Laila Stien, “The Yellow One,” in Antiphony, 43-87[eCourse]


• Veli-Pekka Lehtola, The Sámi People: Traditions in Transition, 129-132.

Week 13:
Tuesday, May 2
• Laila Stien, “And the Red One,” in Antiphony, 88-132 [eCourse]


• "'going native'," KC 115.


• Gareth Griffiths, "The Myth of Authenticity," PCSR 237-241.


• Margery Fee, "Who Can Write as Other?" PCSR 242-245.



• Chantra Talpade Mohanty, "Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses," PCSR 259-263.



• Trinh T. Minh-ha, "Writing Postcoloniality and Feminism,"PCSR 264-268.

Thursday, May 4
NO CLASS
VI. Noble Savage, Ecological Imperialism, and Greenland
Week 14:
Tuesday, May 9
• Paper 3: Antiphony due
• Henrik Pontoppidan, The Polar Bear.


• Trinh T. Minh-ha, "No Master Territories," PCSR 215-218.


• "primitivism," KC 195-197.


• "savage/civilized," KC 209-210.

Thursday, May 11
• "ecological imperialism," KC 76, 77.


• Homi K. Bhabha, "Signs Taken for Wonders," PCSR 29-35.


• Additional readings TBA

Finals Week:
Monday, May 15, 10-11:50 a.m. FINAL EXAM Due




• "hegemony," KC 116, 117.




• "imperialism," KC 122-127.


• "neo-colonialism," KC 162, 163.

• Heart of Light (film)

• Optional Paper 4 due
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