SCAN 190 First Year Inquiry Seminar: 

Introduction to Scandinavia

Fall 2006

Syllabus

Professor: 
Troy Storfjell

Time:

Mondays and Wednesdays 1:45 to 3:30 p.m.

Place:

Admin. 210

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 8 to 9:50 a.m. and 11:50 a.m. to 2 p.m.



Fridays 1:45 to 2:45 p.m



And by appointment
Phone:
535-8514

E-mail:
storfjta@plu.edu
Textbooks

· Alanen, Arnold R., et al. Nordic Environment: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives. NCCP No. 4. Madison: WITS, 1995.

· Berger, John. Ways of Seeing. Penguin, 1990. 

· DuBois, Thomas, et al. Family and Community in Scandinavia: An Overview. NCCP No. 2. Madison: WITS, 1997.

· Fiell, Charlotte J. and Peter Fiell. Scandinavian Design. Taschen, 2005.

· Høeg, Peter. Smilla’s Sense of Snow. Delta, 1995.

· Ostergren, Robert. Norden: A Thematic and Historical Geography. NCCP No. 3. Madison: WITS, 2002.

· Pred, Allan. Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Geographical Imagination. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 2000.

· Most recent issue of Nordic Reach magazine.
Additional readings will be handed out in class or posted online.

Course Description

Inquiry seminars are specially designed courses in which first year students are introduced to the methods and topics of study within particular academic disciplines or fields. Inquiry seminars also emphasize academic skills at the center of the First Year Experience program. Working with other first-year students in a small-class setting that promotes active, seminar-style learning, students practice fundamental skills of literacy, thinking and community as they operate within that particular discipline.


In this inquiry seminar you will be introduced to the discipline of cultural studies and the field of Scandinavian studies. You will explore some of the central questions that those of us who do cultural studies work ask, such as:

· What is culture?

· How does meaning work?

· How are individuals (“subjects”) produced? (How are we made into individuals and how is the very concept of an individual made?)

· How are categories such as gender, ethnicity, and sexuality produced? How are we “written” into these categories?

· What is class, and what is the relationship between systems for producing and distributing goods (economics), on the one hand, and culture on the other?

You will also get to know the basic academic terrain of Scandinavian studies, or what it is that Scandinavianist scholars study. You will read the kinds of texts that we read—literary, cinematic, theoretical-critical, sociological, etc.—and learn some of the kinds of things our field does with these texts. Since this course is adapted from SCAN 150 Intro to Scandinavia, this course also introduces you to the Nordic Region (Scandinavia), its people, societies, art and literature.

Goals:


At the end of this semester you should be able to demonstrate a broad introductory knowledge of the Nordic Region, its societies and cultures, and of the field of Scandinavian studies. You should also be able to perform cultural analysis activities, and demonstrate a nuanced understanding of how culture produces us. You should also have developed solid academic writing skills, and a clear ability to apply critical thought to the material at hand.

Grading
Participation & classroom activities
20%

Papers




40%

Midterm Exam


20%

Final Exam



20%
Participation & classroom activities:

This is a seminar, which means a small, discussion-based course. Instead of lectures, we will be adopting a collaborative, community-of-learning-and-inquiry approach. This means that you will need to come to class prepared to discuss and ask questions of (and about) the reading material assigned for that day. Just showing up and passively taking notes will not be enough to earn a good participation grade.


There will also be several smaller activities, and a larger Nordic advertising presentation project. These will be described in due time, and will factor into this section of your grade.

Papers: 

You will be writing several shorter papers over the course of this semester, ranging in length between one and three pages. These will generally invite you to explore several of the topics and texts we have dealt with, coming up with questions to them and making connections with other materials covered in class.  You are also encouraged to make connections with things you may be familiar with from outside of class.  Critical thinking and questioning are of primary importance in these assignments. Good writing and form is, as always, an important component of clear academic thinking and argumentation.

Midterm Exam:

A midterm exam will be given in class on Wednesday, October 18th. This exam will cover the material dealt with during the first half of the semester, and will consist of a variety of questions, ranging from matching and multiple choice to short answer and brief essay in form.

Final Exam:

The final exam will be given on --- at ---. It will include multiple format questions over material covered during the second half of the semester, as well as essay questions based on the Nordic Reach magazine—which you may bring with you to the exam—that will draw on material covered over the course of the entire semester.

Policies
Attendance:

Attendance is a mandatory component of this course.  Absences will be excused only for one of the following:

· illness, verified with a note from a health care provider;

· a death in the family;

· an interview for a post-graduation job or for graduate school;

· participation in an organized, university-sponsored off-campus event (i.e., sporting event, concert, etc.); or

· religious observance.

Note that even if an absence is excused, students will still miss important material and exercises, and will be held accountable for that material.

Academic Integrity:

Students must not cheat or plagiarize, and they must not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but it also undermines the scholastic achievements of all students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records.

What is Academic Dishonesty?


The most common forms of academic dishonesty are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

· Submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance, such as copying from another student's exam, allowing another student to copy from your exam; or

· Using information or devices not allowed by the faculty; such as formulas or a computer program or data, or unauthorized materials, such as a copy of an examination before it is given; or

· Fabricating information, such as data for a lab report; or

· Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation; or

· Collaborating with others on assignments without the instructor's consent; or

· Cooperating with or helping another student to cheat; or

· Other forms of dishonest behavior, such as having another person take an exam for you, altering exam answers and requesting the exam be re-graded; or, communicating with anyone other than a proctor or instructor during an exam.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

· Directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them; or

· Using sources (published or unpublished) without identifying them, such as the Internet (and particularly making use of an Internet paper writing service); or

· Paraphrasing materials or ideas of others without identifying the sources.

If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification. Students may also read PLU’s Academic Dishonesty policy in full at www.plu.edu/academics/integ.

Disability Information:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning the services available for students with disabilities at PLU, please contact Alene Klein, in Counseling and Testing, located in Ramstad 106 or call x7206.

Schedule

Week 1: Intro 
Wed., Sept. 6:



· Syllabus

· Film Budbringeren (Junk Mail, Pål Sletaune, 1996)
Week 2: What is Nordic Culture?
Mon., Sept. 11:


· Clifford Geertz, Chapter 1, Interpretation of Cultures
Wed., Sept. 13:

· Robert Ostergren, Norden: A Thematic and Historical Geography

Week 3: Nordic Setting
Mon., Sept. 18:

· Paper on Budbringeren and Geertz

· Thomas DuBois et al., Family and Community in Scandinavia: An Overview
Wed. Sept. 20:

· Arnold R. Alanen et al., Nordic Environment: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives
Week 4: Class Consciousness
Mon., Sept. 25:

· Walter Benjamin, “Thesis on the Philosophy of History”

· Film Pelle eroberen (Pelle the Conqueror, Bille August, 1987)

Wed., Sept. 27:

· Film Pelle eroberen (Pelle the Conqueror, Bille August, 1987)

Week 5: Visual Culture 1

Mon. Oct. 2:

· Paper on Pelle eroberen and Benjamin

· John Berger, Ways of Seeing 1-6

· Nordic art

Wed., Oct. 4:

· John Berger, Ways of Seeing 7
· Nordic advertising
Week 6: Visual Culture 2

Mon., Oct. 9:

· Advertising projects

Wed., Oct. 11:

· Fiell & Fiell, Scandinavian Design 8-73
Week 7: Design
Mon., Oct. 16:

· Fiell & Fiell, designers

Wed., Oct. 18:

· MIDTERM EXAM

Week 8: Mapping Scandinavia with Smilla 1

Mon., Oct. 23:

· Ikea Paper

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Wed., Oct. 25:

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Week 9: Mapping Scandinavia with Smilla 2

Mon., Oct. 30:

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Wed., Nov. 1:

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Week 10: Mapping Scandinavia with Smilla 3

Mon., Nov. 6:

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Wed., Nov. 8:

· Peter Høeg, Smilla’s Sense of Snow
Week 11: Whose Scandinavia? Immigration, Nationalism, and Racism 1
Mon., Nov. 13:

· Paper on Smilla’s Sense of Snow

· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· Film Bázo (Lars Göran Pettersson, 2003)
Wed., Nov. 15:
· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· Film Bázo (Lars Göran Pettersson, 2003)
Week 12: Whose Scandinavia? Immigration, Nationalism, and Racism 2

Mon., Nov., 20:

· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· The Rekjavík Grapevine
Wed., Nov. 22:

· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· The Rekjavík Grapevine
Week 13: Whose Scandinavia? Immigration, Nationalism, and Racism 3

Mon., Nov. 27:

· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· Film Jalla! Jalla! (The Best Man’s Wedding, Josef Fares, 2000)
Wed., Nov. 29:

· Allan Pred, Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized Spaces, and the Popular Imagination
· Film Jalla! Jalla! (The Best Man’s Wedding, Josef Fares, 2000)
Week 14: Film and Sexuality


Mon., Dec. 4:

· Paper on Jalla! Jalla!
· Film Fucking Åmal (Show Me Love, Lukas Moodyson, 1998)

· Robert P. Kolker, “The Film Text and Film Form”

· Nordic Reach magazine

Wed., Dec. 6:

· Film Fucking Åmal (Show Me Love, Lukas Moodyson, 1998)

· Smelik, “Gay and Lesbian Theory”

· Nordic Reach magazine

Final Exam: Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1 to 2:50 p.m.

Bring your Nordic Reach magazine.
PAGE  
8

