International Core 244 Postcolonial Issues

Spring 2007

Syllabus

Place: 

Admin. 204A

Time:

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:50 a.m. to 1:35 p.m.

Professor: 
Troy Storfjell
Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:45 to 4:15 p.m.

Office:

Admin. 222J

Phone: 
253-535-8514

E-mail:
storfjta@plu.edu
Required Texts
· Aschcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths and Helen Tiffin, eds. Post-Colonial Studies: The Key Concepts. New York: Routledge, 2000.

· Gilroy, Paul. Postcolonial Melancholia. New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2005.
· Hochschild, Adam. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa. New York: Palgrave McMillan,1999. 

· McClintock, Anne. Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest. New York: Routledge, 1995

· Mudimbe, V. Y. The Rift. Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1993. 
Course Description
The colonization of the world by Europeans ranks as perhaps the most transformative process in history. Today, despite the decolonization of large portions of the planet, the legacy of the colonial encounter continues to shape the ways in which we live and see ourselves and each other around the world, in the societies of former colonizers and the formerly colonized alike. This course will investigate some of the major legacies of colonialism, focusing on such themes as the representation of self and other, and the relationships between colonialism and knowledge, gender, and the nation. As we read literary, historical, and critical texts, we will explore how these processes continue to inform life in places as diverse as the Congo, Palestine, and the Pacific Northwest.

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, students should be able to demonstrate a broad familiarity with postcolonial criticism, and to identify the ways in which colonialism, neo-colonialism, and colonial discourse structure how we understand ourselves and others, including our respective places in the world. Students should also be able to mount sophisticated critiques of colonial and postcolonial representations and constructions of the world, and should exhibit a developing critical awareness of the problematics of postcolonial criticism itself. Ultimately, students should develop a critical competence that leads to thoughtful questioning of society’s given “common sense”. They should be able to communicate all these things in clearly articulated writing, as well as in well-formulated, respectful discussion.

Requirements and grading
Participation

15 %

Reaction Papers
50 %

Test 1


10 %

Test 2


10 %

Final Exam

15 %

Participation

Active participation in class discussions and activities is a required component of this course. Actively working with and exploring the concepts we have been reading and writing about is a necessary step in mastering them. In addition, some important material will be delivered in lectures. Active attention to these is also necessary. Simply showing up to class does not earn students a top participation grade, though attendance is an obvious prerequisite for such a grade. You will be graded on the quality and quantity of your contribution to class, including your ability to discuss important and controversial issues respectfully, as well as your ability to subject your own assumptions and beliefs to rigorous critique.

Reaction papers

This course involves a good deal of reading. To help give you focus in that reading, reaction papers will be assigned along with many of the reading assignments. These papers will focus on a specific question or set of questions, and writing them will help you to work through the reading assignment. You should use the reaction papers to examine and explore the reading material, but should also remember to edit them so that they follow grammatical and stylistic norms. These papers will generally be one page in length (typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point), and should adhere to the standards of good college-level writing. Occasionally reaction papers of two or three pages in length may be assigned.


NOTE: These papers are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned. Late reaction papers will not be accepted. Please make sure you have ink in your printer (and plenty of paper) well ahead of class time. Also make sure your name appears on the paper, and that your pages are stapled together.

Tests 1 and 2

Each of these tests will be in-class, essay tests over the material covered in the preceding section (i.e., from the beginning of the semester to Test 1, and from after Test 1 to Test 2, respectively). In your essay answers, you will be expected to work though and make connections between the critical concepts and literary and historical material for that section. While you will still be expected to pay attention to grammar and style, these elements will be less stringently graded than in your reaction papers. The main focus will be on how you process the material and apply the critical apparatus we have gone over in class.

Final Exam

The final exam will be held on Monday, May 21st, at 10 a.m. in this classroom. It will be an essay exam, similar in format to the two tests. However, in addition to focusing on the material covered after Test 2, the final exam will also offer you the opportunity to work with concepts and critical paradigms from the entire semester.
Grades

A
Excellent; not only covers all of the required material, but does so in a way that demonstrates exceptional clarity and insight, as well as a sophisticated critical awareness.


93-100 % = 
A


90-92 % =
A-

B
Good; not only covers all of the required material, but does so in a way that demonstrates clarity, insight, and critical awareness.


87-89 % =
B+


83-86 % = 
B


80-82 % = 
B-

C
Satisfactory; covers all of the required material with acceptable competence.


77-79 % =
C+


73-76 % = 
C


70-72 % = 
C-

D
Unsatisfactory; either demonstrates competence below acceptable levels or does not cover all of the required material; unclear and/or incomplete.


67-69 % =
D+


63-66 % = 
D


60-62 % = 
D-

E
Failing; gross incompetence or incompleteness, or both.

Attendance
Attendance is a mandatory component of this course. Students will be allowed three unexcused absences, after which they will fail the course. Absences will be excused only for one of the following:

· illness, verified with a note from a health care provider;

· a death in the family;

· an interview for a post-graduation job or for graduate school;

· participation in an organized, university sponsored off-campus even (i.e., sporting event, concert, etc.); or

· religious observance.

Note that even if an absence is excused, you will still miss important discussions, lecture material, and exercises, and will be held accountable for that material.

Academic Integrity:

Students must not cheat or plagiarize, and they must not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but it also undermines the scholastic achievements of all students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records. If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification. Students may also read PLU’s Academic Dishonesty policy in full at www.plu.edu/academics/integ.

Disability Information:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning the services available for students with disabilities at PLU, please contact Alene Klein, in Counseling and Testing, located in Ramstad 106 or call x7206.
Schedule
Week 1—Feb. 8

Intro and Syllabus

Week 2—Feb. 13 & 15
King Leopold’s Ghost

Week 3—Feb. 20 & 22
King Leopold’s Ghost
Week 4—Feb. 27 & Mar. 1
King Leopold’s Ghost
Week 5—Mar. 6 & 8

Palestine; Test 1
· Palestinian speakers evening of Monday, March 5

· Test 1 Tuesday, March 6

· No class Thursday, March 8

Week 6—Mar. 13 & 15
Heart of Darkness

Week 7—Mar. 20 & 22
Heart of Darkness, The Rift
Week 8—Mar. 27 & 29
SPRING BREAK—NO CLASSES

Week 9—Apr. 3 & 5

The Rift

Week 10—Apr. 10 & 12
Test 2; Imperial Leather
· Test 2 Tuesday, April 10
Week 11—Apr. 17 & 19
Imperial Leather
Week 12—Apr. 24 & 26
Imperial Leather
· No class Thursday, April 26
Week 13—May 1 & 3

Imperial Leather
Week 14—May 8 & 10
Postcolonial Melancholia
Week 15—May 15 & 17
Postcolonial Melancholia, Sherman Alexie

Monday, May 21, 10 a.m.
Final  Exam
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