SCAN/POLS 322 Scandinavia and World Issues

Fall 2006

Syllabus

Professor:
Troy Storfjell

Time:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 9:15 to 10:20 a.m.

Place:

Admin. 212

Office:

Admin. 222J

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 8 to 9:50 a.m. and 11:50 a.m. to 2 p.m.



Fridays 1:45 to 2:45 p.m.



And by appointment
Phone:
535-8514

E-mail:
storfjta@plu.edu
Textbooks:
Beilin, Yossi trans. Philip Simpson. Touching Peace: From the Oslo Accord to a Final Agreement. George Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1999. 

Einhorn, Eric S. and John Logue. Modern Welfare States: Scandinavian Politics and Policy in the Global Age. Second Edition. 2003.

Ingebritsen, Christine. Scandinavia in World Politics. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2006.

---, ed. The Scandinavian Way to Europe. Special Issue of Scandinavian Studies, the Journal of the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study. Vol. 74, No. 3 (2002).

Meisler, Stanley. The United Nations: The First Fifty Years. Atlantic Monthly Press, 1997.

Pappe, Iland. A History of Modern Palestine: One Land, Two Peoples. New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2004.

Course Description

This course will examine several different ways in which the people, institutions, and states of Scandinavia (i.e., the Nordic Region) intersect with the affairs of the world at large, and what some of the effects of this interaction are, both within the Nordic Region and beyond. The entire scope of “Scandinavia and World Issues” is far too broad to deal with in one semester, so we will concentrate our investigation around several key focal points and case studies. These include an overview of the politics and social institutions in the Nordic welfare states, an overview of Nordic foreign policies, key moments in Nordic involvement with the European Union and the United Nations, the Oslo Peace Process, the Mohammed caricature controversy, and Nordic foreign aid and involvement in economic development and globalization. In all of these areas we will attempt to situate that which is specifically Nordic within a larger global context.


This course brings together students and scholars from several different disciplines. As SCAN 322 it counts towards the Scandinavian major, the Norwegian major and minor, and the Global Studies major and minor—in both the Development and Social Justice and the Responses to International Violence and Conflict concentrations. As POLS 322 it counts towards the Political Science major and minor. This interdisciplinarity will give all of us valuable opportunities to learn from each other and from our diverse scholarly backgrounds and approaches to the material. I hope we can work together to develop a vibrant and productive community of learning and inquiry. 

Objectives:
By the end of this course you should have developed a sophisticated understanding of some of the main ways that the Nordic region interacts with the rest of the world, and what the major causes and effects of these interactions are. You should come to see how the Nordic region is situated in its global context in myriad complex and intimate ways, and how Nordic actions in the world are parts of larger processes and discourses. You should be able to discuss these matters articulately, accounting for diverse points of view and subjecting your own ideas and those of others to rigorous critique, and demonstrate an ability to adjust your analyses. You should also be able to express your thinking on these matters clearly in college-level academic writing.

Grading
Participation

10 %


Midterm Exams
30 %

Presentation

10 %


Final Exam

20 %

Research Paper
30 %

Participation:


Given the diversity of our perspectives and the breadth and scope of the material we will be covering, active classroom discussion will be an important component in our learning and inquiry. We will also engage in a number of small-group exercises and discussions. Active, substantive contribution to all of these activities, built on the foundation of regular attendance, is necessary for a good participation grade.

Presentation:


Each of you will develop a research topic on which you will work throughout the semester. This will lead to a five-minute oral presentation in class (followed by questions and answers), and from there on to a research paper (see below). Your presentation needs to be both clear and easy to follow and demonstrate solid research and analysis. You will need to pick a topic for the presentation and paper by Wednesday, October 18th. Topics must deal with some aspect of Nordic interactions with the non-Nordic world, but need not be topics dealt with directly in class readings, lectures, or discussions. They must, however, be approved by me.

NOTE: If you are taking SCAN 322 for the Development and Social Justice concentration in Global Studies, you will need to select a topic having to do with development. 

Research Paper:

A seven- to ten-page research paper will be due at the time of the Final Exam (Tuesday, December 12th at 8 a.m.). This paper will focus on the same topic as your in-class presentation (see above). You will need to pick a topic for the presentation and paper by Wednesday, October 18th. Topics must deal with some aspect of Nordic interactions with the non-Nordic world, but need not be topics dealt with directly in class readings, lectures, or discussions. They must, however, be approved by me.

Your paper should demonstrate thorough research and a solid understanding of the subject matter, as well as sound analysis and argumentation. We will discuss aspects of paper writing in class, and you will have a series of assignments along the way to help move you towards successful completion of the paper.

Midterm Exams:

Midterm exams will be given in class on Wednesday, October 4th and Monday, November 13th. These exams will consist of a short matching section and two essay questions. Each exam will cover the material immediately preceding it—i.e., Midterm Exam 1 will cover the material from Modules 1, 2 and 3, and Midterm Exam 2 will cover the material from Modules 4 and 5.

Final Exam:

The final exam will be given from 8 to 9:50 a.m. on Tuesday, December 12th in this classroom. It will be due

Policies

Attendance:

Attendance is a mandatory component of this course.  Absences will be excused only for one of the following:

· illness, verified with a note from a health care provider;

· a death in the family;

· an interview for a post-graduation job or for graduate school;

· participation in an organized, university-sponsored off-campus event (i.e., sporting event, concert, etc.); or

· religious observance.

Note that even if an absence is excused, students will still miss important material and exercises, and will be held accountable for that material.

Academic Integrity:

Students must not cheat or plagiarize, and they must not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but it also undermines the scholastic achievements of all students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records.

What is Academic Dishonesty?


The most common forms of academic dishonesty are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

· Submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance, such as copying from another student's exam, allowing another student to copy from your exam; or

· Using information or devices not allowed by the faculty; such as formulas or a computer program or data, or unauthorized materials, such as a copy of an examination before it is given; or

· Fabricating information, such as data for a lab report; or

· Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation; or

· Collaborating with others on assignments without the instructor's consent; or

· Cooperating with or helping another student to cheat; or

· Other forms of dishonest behavior, such as having another person take an exam for you, altering exam answers and requesting the exam be re-graded; or, communicating with anyone other than a proctor or instructor during an exam.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

· Directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them; or

· Using sources (published or unpublished) without identifying them, such as the Internet (and particularly making use of an Internet paper writing service); or

· Paraphrasing materials or ideas of others without identifying the sources.

If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification. Students may also read PLU’s Academic Dishonesty policy in full at www.plu.edu/academics/integ.

Disability Information:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning the services available for students with disabilities at PLU, please contact Alene Klein, in Counseling and Testing, located in Ramstad 106 or call x7206.
Course Outline

Module 1: Scandinavian Politics

Einhorn & Logue, Modern Welfare States: Scandinavian Politics and Policy in the Global Age 

Week 1


Wednesday, September 6th:

· Syllabus

· Introduction


Friday, September 8th: NO CLASS

Week 2


Monday, September 11th:

· Preface: Scandinavia in the Era of Globalization, ix-xiv

· 1. Still the Social Laboratory? 3-14

· 2. The Perils of Success, 15-34

· 3. Is There a Scandinavian Democratic Model? 37-52

Wednesday, September 13th:

· 5. Political Actors: Parties, Voters, Interest Groups, 93-144

Friday, September 15th:

· 6. The Politics of Solidarity, 147-162

· 7. Policy in an Interdependent World, 163-190

Module 2: Scandinavia in World Politics

Ingebritsen, Scandinavia in World Politics 

Week 3


Monday, September 18th:

· Scandinavia in World Politics, 1-20

· The Origins of Global Agenda Setting, 21-42

Wednesday, September 20th:

· A More Scandinavian EU? 43-56

· Norway’s Niche in World Politics, 57-74

Friday, September 22nd:

· Globalists: Finland and Iceland, 75-88

· Risks to Scandinavia’s Reputation, 89-100

· Conclusion: The New Scandinavian Way, 101-108

Module 3: Scandinavia and the EU

Special issue of Scandinavian Studies

Week 4


Monday, September 25th:

· Steven P. Sondrup, “Preface” (253, 254)

· Eric S. Einhorn, “Just Enough (“Lagom”) Europeanization: The Nordic States and Europe” (265-286)

· Annica Kronsell, “Can Small States Influence EU Norms?: Insights From Sweden’s Participation in the Field of Environmental Politics” (287-304)

Wednesday, September 27th:

· Paulette Kurzer, “Can Scandinavian Member States Play a Leadership Role in the EU?: The Case of Alcohol Control Policy” (305-328)

· Lars Svåsand, “The Re-Emergence of the EU Issue in Norwegian Politics” (329-348)

Friday, September 29th:

· Baldur Thorhallsson, “The Skeptical Political Elite Versus the Pro-European Public: The Case of Iceland” (349-378)

· Lykke Friis, “The Battle Over Denmark: Denmark and the European Union” (379-396)

Week 5


Monday, October 2nd:

· Ann-Cathrine Jungar, “Integration by Different Means: Finland and Sweden in the EU” (397-426)

· Robert Reinehart, “Finland’s European Vocation” (427-440)

Wednesday, October 4th:

· Midterm Exam 1

Module 4: Scandinavia and United Nations

Stanley Meisler, The United Nations: The First Fifty Years

Friday, October 6th:

· The Beginnings: From Dumbarton Oaks to San Francisco (1-20)

· Trygve Lie and Iran: Off to a Bad Start (21-35)

· Ralph Bunche and the Infant State of Israel (36-54)

Week 6


Monday, October 9th:

· The Korean War: No More Manchurias (55-74)

· Dag Hammarskjöld (74-93)

Wednesday, October 11th:

· Suez: The Empires Strike Out (94-114)

· The Battles of Katanga and the Crash of Hammarskjöld (115-133)

Friday, October 13th:

· UN documents; other chapters (?)

Module 5: Scandinavia and the Middle East

Yossi Beilin and Philip Simpson, Touching Peace: From the Oslo Accord to a Final Agreement
Week 7


Monday, October 16th:

· Prologue (1-6)

· Nobody to Talk to, Nothing to Discuss (7-46)

Wednesday, October 18th:

· Oslo (47-138)

· Research topics due

Friday, October 20th:  Mid-semester Break—No Class
Ilan Pappe, A History of Modern Palestine
Week 8


Monday, October 23rd:

· Introduction: A New Look at Modern Palestine and Israel (1-7)

· 1 Fin de Siècle (1865-1900): Social Tranquility and Political Drama (14-42)

· 2 Between Tyranny and War (1900-1918) (43-71)

Wednesday, October 25th:

· 3 The Mandatory State: Colonialism, Nationalization and Cohabitation (72-122)

Friday, October 27th:

· 4 Between Nakbah and Independence: The 1948 War (123-141)

Week 9


Monday, October 30th:

· 5 The Age of Partition (1948-1967) (142-183)

Wednesday, November 1st:

· 6 Greater Israel and Occupied Palestine: The Rise and Fall of High Politics (1967-1987) (185-231)

Friday, November 3rd: NO CLASS

Week 10


Monday, November 6th:

· 7 The Uprising and its Political Consequences (1987-1996) (232-255)

· Conclusion: Post-Oslo Palestine and Israel (254-263)

· Epilogue (264-268)

Wednesday, November 8th:

· Readings TBA

Friday, November 10th:

· “Mohammed Controversy”

Week 11


Monday, November 13th:

· Midterm Exam 2

Module 6: Scandinavia, Development, and Globalization


Wednesday, November 15th:

· Readings TBA


Friday, November 17th:

· Readings TBA

Week 12


Monday, November 20th:

· Readings TBA


Wednesday, November 22nd:

· Readings TBA


Friday, November 24th: THANGSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS

Week 13


Monday, November 27th:

· Readings TBA


Wednesday, November 29th:

· Readings TBA

Module 7: Student Elaboration


Friday, December 1st:

· Student Presentations

Week 14


Monday, December 4th:

· Student presentations


Wednesday, December 6th:

· Student presentations


Friday, December 8th:


· Student presentations

Final Exam

· Research Paper due
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