Writing 101 Section 21

The Red Pill or the Blue One? Critical Citizenship and Hegemony

Fall, 2005

Syllabus

Professor:

Troy Storfjell

Time: 


Monday and Wednesday, 1:45-3:30 p.m.

Location:

Ramstad 207

Office:


Hauge Administration 222J

Phone:

x8514

Email:


storfjta@plu.edu
Office Hours:

Wednesday 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.




Thursday 2 – 4 p.m.




Friday 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.




Or by appointment
Required Texts
Chomsky, Noam. Media Control: The Spectacular Achievements of Propaganda. Second Edition. New York: Seven Stories Press, 2002.

Hoffman, Gary and Glynis. Adios, Strunk and White: A Handbook for the New Academic Essay. Third Edition. Huntington Beach, Calif.: Verve Press, 2003.

Jensen, Robert. Citizens of the Empire: The Struggle to Claim Our Humanity. San Francisco: City Lights Books, 2004.

Note: You will also need a stack of 4x6” note cards.

Recommended:  A college-level dictionary

Course Description
In the film The Matrix (Andy and Larry Wachowsky, 1999) the character Morpheus offers the hero Neo a choice. Neo can either take the blue pill, and continue living in what he assumes is reality, or take the red pill, and learn how what he understands as reality is, in fact, constructed by “the matrix.”  This class will examine how what we think of as reality is actually manufactured by hegemony – the power of the ruling elite to persuade the rest of society that what is in their interest is best for all of us. We will examine how categories like gender, class, and ethnicity are constructed, and how hegemonic agendas determine the way we think of everything from entertainment to the war on terrorism.

Of course, we will investigate these topics in the context of learning to write clearly, effectively and thoughtfully.  Focusing on form and style, we will improve writing technique while developing and honing skills in critical thinking, persuasion, analysis and research. In our writing, as well as in our critical reading and investigation, we will seek to understand how language and its particular uses determine the ways in which we understand ourselves and our world. In other words, we will examine to what extent the form is the content.

The goal is to develop critical thinking and writing skills that are necessary at the university, and that are needed even more beyond the so-called “ivory tower,” in the social discourse of the world at large. We will acknowledge and explore our place in society. We will claim our role as citizens, accepting the responsibilities and demanding the rights that role entails.

Grading
Participation

10%

“Small” Assignments
15%

3 Essays 

45%

Research paper
20%

Portfolio Introduction
10%

Pariticipation

Over the course of this semester we will be engaging in a number of in-class activities, including short writing exercises, discussion, and peer reviews and editing. It is crucial that you participate in these activities, as they are an integral part of the process through which we will explore academic writing. Students who only show up to class and quietly observe will not receive full participation grades. To do that, you must actively take part.

“Small” Assignments

On a routine basis you will be doing writing exercises from the textbook and in reaction to other readings and discussions. These will be commented on, and marked with a check (√) for satisfactory completion, a check minus (√-) for less than satisfactory completion, or a check plus (√+) for performance significantly above expectations. Late homework will not be accepted without prior arrangement.

3 Essays

Although you will receive much more detailed information about these assignments as the semester progresses, it is important to know now that you will be writing three mid-length (five pages, double-spaced, typed in 10 or 12 point font) in this course. Each of these will be written in multiple stages, and multiple drafts, and will involve review by your peers and individual conferencing with me. These papers are the “heart” of the course, and will be where you put everything you are learning about writing into play.

Research paper

Again, you will receive significant information on the research paper later in the semester, but you should know that you will be learning research and citation techniques, and will be writing a research paper of five to seven pages. This paper will also be written in multiple stages and drafts, and will involve peer review and conferencing with me.
Portfolio Introduction

At the end of the semester you will turn in a portfolio containing all drafts of your three essays and research paper. You will write an introduction that examines and evaluates your development as a writer in this course, analyzing both your strengths and your weaknesses. Your introduction will be graded based on the validity of your self-analysis.

Academic Integrity:

Students must not cheat or plagiarize, and they must not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but it also undermines the scholastic achievements of all students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records.

What is Academic Dishonesty?


The most common forms of academic dishonesty are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 

· Submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance, such as copying from another student's exam, allowing another student to copy from your exam; or

· Using information or devices not allowed by the faculty; such as formulas or a computer program or data, or unauthorized materials, such as a copy of an examination before it is given; or

· Fabricating information, such as data for a lab report; or

· Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation; or

· Collaborating with others on assignments without the instructor's consent; or

· Cooperating with or helping another student to cheat; or

· Other forms of dishonest behavior, such as having another person take an exam for you, altering exam answers and requesting the exam be re-graded; or, communicating with anyone other than a proctor or instructor during an exam.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 

· Directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them; or

· Using sources (published or unpublished) without identifying them, such as the Internet (and particularly making use of an Internet paper writing service); or

· Paraphrasing materials or ideas of others without identifying the sources.

If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification. Students may also read PLU’s Academic Dishonesty policy in full at www.plu.edu/academics/integ.

Disability Information:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning the services available for students with disabilities at PLU, please contact Alene Klein, in Counseling and Testing, located in Ramstad 106 or call x7206.

Schedule:

First Week

Wednesday, September 7th 
· Introduction: The Matrix, hegemony and ideology

· Syllabus, part 1

Second Week:

Monday, September 12th
· Read Gloria Steinem, “If Men Could Menstruate.”

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, pages 10-23.

· Do “Your turn” on page 19.

Wednesday, September 14th
· Visit professor’s office by class time today, prepared to discuss Steinem text.

· Read “Telescoping,” (pages 23-30) in Hoffman and Hoffman.

· Do “Your turn” on page 27, preparing for discussion and writing five telescoped scenes.

· Read Chomsky, pages 9-34.

Third Week:


Monday, September 19th
· Read “Pause: Ways to Slow and Emphasize” (pages 31-49) in Hoffman and Hoffman.

· Read Chomsky, pages 35-66.

· Write a one-page summary of Chomsky, “Media Control: The Spectacular Achievements of Propaganda.”


Wednesday, September 21st
· Read “Fusion” (50-67) in Hoffman and Hoffman.

· Do “Your turn” on page 54, preparing notes for discussion and writing Slang Tang for six items from your own life.

· Look over “Your Turn” on pages 57, 60 and 67, preparing for discussion.

· Write a paragraph or two outlining ideas for Essay 1.

Fourth Week:


Monday, September 26th
· First draft of Essay 1 due

· Writing Center and peer reviews


Wednesday, September 28th
· Read Chomsky, “The Journalist From Mars” (69-100)

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Opt” introduction and “Personalizing Lens” (68-73)

· Do “Your turn” on page 70, preparing notes for class discussion.

Fifth Week:


Monday, October 3rd
· Second draft of Essay 1 due.

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Humbling Lens” and “Distancing Lens” (73-80).

· Do “Your turn” on page 74, writing a paragraph and preparing for discussion.

· Do “Your turn” on pages 77 and 78, writing and arranging the list.


Wednesday, October 5th


NO CLASS

Sixth Week:


Monday, October 10th
· Final Draft of Essay 1 due

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman “Form” introduction and “Time Warping” (82-102).

· Look at “Your turn” on page 86, 90 and 99. Write a short text for either the “Pulsing” or the “Splitting the Second” assignments. Be prepared to discuss the “Anecdoting” examples.

· Read Jensen, “Preface” and “Introduction” (xvii-xxviii)

Wednesday, October 12th
· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Encircling” (103-125)

· Do “Your turn” on page 105, re-writing one of the examples.

· Do “Your turn” on page 110, writing your own cliché bust.

· Do the “Your turn” exercises on pages 114, 119 and 122, preparing for discussion.

· Write a paragraph or two outlining ideas for Essay two.

Seventh Week:


Monday, October 17th
· First draft of Essay two due.

Wednesday, October 19th
· Read Jensen, I “Cutting Through the Fog of Political Rhetoric” (1-51).

· Write a 1-page reaction to Jensen I.

Eighth Week:


Monday, October 24th
· Second Draft of Essay two due.

· Read Jensen II “Understanding Political and Intellectual Realities” (53-92)


Wednesday, October 26th


NO CLASS

Ninth Week:


Monday, October 31st
· Final draft of Essay two due.

· Read Jensen III “Confronting Ourselves” and “Appendix” (93-139).


Wednesday, November 2nd
· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Bursting” introduction and “Devil’s Advice” (126-131).

· Do “Your turn” on page 128, preparing for discussion.

· Additional readings TBA.

· Write a paragraph or two of thoughts on essay three.

Tenth Week:


Monday, November 7th


- First draft of essay three due.

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Mocking,” “Trojan Horse” and “Sincerely Yours” (132-148).

· Do “Your turn” on page 133, preparing notes for discussion.

· Do “Your turn” on page 138, writing your own instructions.


Wednesday, November 9th
· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Punching Up” (149-173).

· Do “Your turn” on page 151, revising a short essay or passage from a longer essay.

· Do “Your turn” on page 155, writing your own sample of netting.

· Do ONE of the “Your turn” exercises on pages 160, 166 and 170, including the writing portion.

Eleventh Week:


Monday, November 14th
· Second draft of essay three due.

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Transitioning” (174-205).

· Do “Your turn” on page 176, including writing a topic sentence.

· Do “Your turn” on page 183, preparing notes for discussion.

· Do “Your turn” on page 191, writing a second exposure for a past assignment.

· Do “Your turn” on page 198, preparing for discussion.


Wednesday, November 16th


NO CLASS

Twelfth Week:


Monday, November 21st
· Final draft of essay three due.

· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Headwork” introduction, “Peel” and “Scrub” (207-238)

· Do “Your turn” and “Another turn” on page 227, including the writing portions.

· Do “Your turn” on page 230, rewriting an adage, nursery rhyme, or famous quotation, etc.

· Do “Your turn” exercises on pages 234 and 237, preparing notes for discussion.


Wednesday, November 23rd
NO CLASS

Thirteenth Week:


Monday, November 28th
· Read Hoffman and Hoffman, “Basting” (238-244)

· Write a research proposal.

· Library session for research.


Wednesday, November 30th
· List of sources for research paper

· Peggy McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack”

Fourteenth Week:


Monday, December 5th
· First draft of research paper due.

· Ward Churchill, “Some People Push Back: On the Justice of Roosting Chickens”


Wednesday, December 7th
· Research paper presentations in class

Research paper and portfolio due at my office on Tuesday, Dec. 13th, at 2:50 p.m.
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