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Introduction/Rationale : - .
The capstone experience at PLU is one aspect of General Education that falls within the purview
of the General Education Council’s annual review process. In our current models, the capstone
serves dual roles as the culminating experience for both the General Education experience and

that of the major.

During the 2010-11 academic year, the General Education Council gathered information on the
design and assessment of capstone experiences. The summary document from May 2011 is
attached as Appendix A to this report. Appendix B provides a brief summary of the materials
submitted by each department/program in their Annual Assessment Report in July 2017.

This Executive Summary provides a documentation of any significant changes during the past
SiX years.

Building on the 2011 Summary

The definition and purpose of the capstone experience remains as documented in 2011. The
types of experiences, models presented, and common options are also consistent with the
evidence provided by units in 2017. Those strategies recommended as “keys” to a successful
capstone experience continued to emerge in the 2017 reports. In particular, it is clear that
many department and programs have continued to develop a culture of expectation focused on
the capstone experience, inviting majors to attend the capstone presentations of senior
students. Overall, faculty are engaged as crucial audience members in student capstone
presentations and provide important feedback and support across the capstone experience as
mentors. The structural considerations listed remain the same; however, more departments
and programs have chosen a two-semester sequence, particularly when there is not a pre-
requisite methods experience within the set curriculum. In some cases, the capstone credit
requirement is limited to 2-credits, based on curricular requirements.

Developing Trends from the 2017 Reports

s Clear learning objectives for the capstone experience are listed in syllabi, and are clearly
linked to the overall learning outcomes for the major.

* Most units have developed rubrics for the evaluation and assessment of capstone
products. These rubrics are reviewed in light of student success, and consistently
redesigned to best support and communicate student expectations for the capstone
experience.

o Clear documentation of the relationship of the design of the capstone product to
professional expectations (e.g., from professional organization standards).




Departments and programs continue to seek ways to create meaningful and purposeful
experiences for students.

Departments and programs continue to seek ways to provide scaffolded experiences
across their curricula to support student learning and success at the capstone level. For
example:
0 V]

Initiatives to Support Capstone Work at PLU
Immediately following the 2011 report and recommendations:

Current initiatives include:

Responding to the 2011 recommendations:

Emerging Questions from the 2017 Report

o Some majors weave particular experiences throughout their upper division
courses, particularly with in-depth writing experiences.
Many capstone experiences are designed to incorporate significant peer review and
response to support student success.
o Some capstone experiences are team-based projects.

Capstone workshops were provided for faculty, including the opportunity to share
processes, rubrics, and other strategies.

Resources on the Faculty Development website were provided.

The Communication Department provided presentation guidelines and support
documents.

The Associate Provost for Undergraduate Programs, on behalf of the Council, began to
collect and post the capstone presentation schedules for each
department/program/school/division and posted them to the Office of the Provost
website.

The development of a Capstone website, accessible from the Office of the Provost
website.
o Includes capstone titles and abstracts as available.
o Provides the capstone schedules, either by Division/School, or individual
programs/departments.
Ongoing conversations regarding the overlap between student-faculty research
opportunities and how these can align with the annual research symposium.

The role of the Integrative Learning Objectives is still unclear. The emerging consensus
would suggest that we have too many [ayers of learning objectives, making for a
complicated narrative.

Can the AAC&U high impact practices be present in the capstone experience?
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