The Agency and
Climate Change
Resistance -
Exemplified in
Ming Fortifications




Background
Information

e The Ming dynasty lasted from (1368-1644)

e The dynasty existed concurrently with a
global cooling period that is colloquially
known as the “Little Ice Age”.

e Inner Mongolia was a militarily important
region that also bore the brunt of the
climate change during this cooling period.




What are my

Question 1

Is there evidence in Ming era
China of individual agents
reacting to climate change by
implementing socio-cultural
changes?

Question 2

In what ways are fortifications
constructed in Inner Mongolia
spatially distributed that indicate
individuals reacting to and
resisting climate change?

Question 3

Does the ethnohistorical record
support such an interpretation?




What do | add to the
conversation?




Collect data.

a. UseGIS software to conduct a
spatial distribution survey.

b. Review and organize information
available in the ethno-historical
record.

Analyze my data using an adapted
version of Lape and Chin-yunga’s model.



Why does this matter?




To everyone who got me here, my professors, my
classmates, my friends, my family, thank you.



Questions?



