DEUTSCHLANDS KOLONIALER WEG
Germany’s colonial past was short, but successful.  The deeds of the first German colonial pioneers remain an unforgettable model and are the prerequisites of our colonial future.

Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, French and English have assured for themselves the raw materials and reserve space, while Germany was preoccupied with political unity.  Germany did not get its share during the first colonial acquisitions of the early Middle Ages.  To be sure, Germans who were in the service of other nations were involved in the conquest, discovery and colonization of foreign parts of the earth, but Germany’s sons fought for the glory of foreign countries.

Picture 1.  Map

The inner part of Africa was still unexplored, and the greatest part of the coast was in foreign hands, when Germany began to colonize.

The first region of German colonial activity was Africa.  In the 19th century, when Germany acquired the first overseas territories , large parts of the African coast had already been occupied by European countries.  

In the 15th century Portuguese sailors established merchant and trade settlements on the east and west coasts of Africa; Mozambique in the east and Angola on the west side of Africa are proof of Portugal’s earlier colonial prowess.

The Spanish influence in Africa extends back into the 15th century.

The Dutch became the third European nation and the cape of Africa came into their possession.

At the end of the 16th century, England competed with the older colonial powers and began to establish its colonial power.  The cape of Africa colony was taken from the Dutch and they were forced into emigration through English harassment, and the resultant peasant treks led to the cruel Boer War.  (“Boer” comes from Bauer [peasant]).

Explanation of the map: the temporary Boer free states Transvaal and Orange Free State are indicated on the map with ___.___.___.___.  For other shadings, see the mother country.  

France, whose first colonial empire was destroyed after the victory of Friedrich the Great, began to colonize in Africa only after 1830 and acquired the gigantic territory in the north.  

The meaning of Africa for the European powers extended into the 19th century exclusively in the function of passage and a naval base on the route to India.  Indicative for the colonial policies of that time was the exploitation of the earth’s riches.

Picture 2. Text

At no time in the evolution of humanity has there been a definitive division of the earth’s surface; in the future as in the past countries will become subject to the more powerful.













Carl Peters

Under completely different requirements Germany began to colonize.

Researchers and businessmen went out to explore the land or to establish trade settlements for the exchange of goods.  Through treaties with the native chiefs land was acquired where no other European power could make claims 

Bismarck, whose interest through political necessities was initially directed to the European continent, placed the acquisitions of the German traders and farsighted politicians (Peters) under the protection of the Reich.  He understood how to take advantage of the internal and external political difficulties in England, and in spite of the jealousy of the British, he established a large colonial empire. That this entire colonial empire was acquired peacefully is quite different from all other colonial European powers. 

“The German nation has built a colonial empire without robbing anyone and without violating any treaty, and it did it without any kind of war.”









The Leader, 1 January 1937.

Picture 3. Germany’s colonial pioneers

Picture 4. Text
Germany thanks these men for the acquisition of colonial territories, which through Bismarck’s clever policies the Reich was enriched.

Tremendous achievements of individual men are the foundations of the later colonial possessions.  These individual achievements must be respected all the more, since they were borne by a colonial movement anchored in folk and state; men like Peters, Lüderitz, and Nachtigal assumed the responsibility alone and all too frequently against misunderstandings of the part of the public.

Picture 5. The Lüderitz Bay was the first trade settlement in the southwest that…

Picture 6. Bismarck places under German protection.

The Bremen merchant Adolf Lüderitz had Heinrich Vogelsang establish trade settlements in West Africa in the bay of Anagra-Pequena (later Lüderitz Bay) and acquired a coastal  strip and later additional parts of the hinterland through purchases from native chiefs. (1883).   These acquisitions were placed under German protection upon the request of Lüderitz  as a result of the famous telegram from Bismarck (Picture 6).

This was the birth of the German colonial empire!  Adolf Lüderitz 1834-1886.

Picture 7.  The merchant Adolf Woermann maintains trade relationships with Cameroon and…

Picture 8. establishes trading posts in Togo.

German trading firms had conducted valuable preliminary work for the acquisition of Cameroon and Togo.  Especially well known in this regard is the company Adolf Woermann (Adolf Woermann 1847-1911) that established settlements in Cameroon and Togo.


Picture 7, the present-day house of the Woermann family in Cameroon.


Picture 8, the first settlements in Togo.

On the order of Bismarck the Africa researcher Dr. Gustav Nachtigal (1834-1885) went to Togo and Cameroon, in order to place the land acquisition of the German merchants under the protection of the Reich.  Nachtigal raised the German flag  on July 5, 1884 in Togo and on July 14, 1884 in Cameroon.

Picture 9.  Since 1884 the German flag has flown over Togo and Cameroon.

 Picture 10. Text

Carl Peters, the farsighted and energetic colonial pioneer, acquires tremendous areas on the African east coast through treaties with the aborigines.

Carl Peters had attained a political world view, including a broad extent and range of its importance, and he recognized the necessity of colonial possessions for Germany.  Therefore he established, after returning to Germany in 1882, the “Society for German Colonization,” and he went to Africa in 1884 as the society’s envoy.  Within the time span of five weeks the foundation was laid, and the German flag was hoisted in East Africa (December 1884 in Usagara).  In a series of further expeditions Peters expanded his acquisitions and established a gigantic Reich in East Africa.

Picture 11.  Map of Peters’ acquisitions.

Peters’ East Africa is twice the size of Germany.

Explanation of the map: 

White: [horizontal lines with two vertical lines] central area, later German East Africa

[Horizontal lines with no vertical lines] Peters’ acquisitions, that were lost as a result of the Zanzibar treaty of 1890.  In this treaty Helgoland was traded by England for these African areas.

Picture 12.  The mighty summit of Kilimanjaro towers over the countryside.

Explanation: Landscape picture of Kilimanjaro.

Picture 13.  Text

Even the colonies in the South Sea develop from settlements of German merchants and sailors.

The trade relations of German merchants to the future South Sea area extend back to the Goddefroy company in 1857.

Picture 14.  The Hamburg ship owner Johann Cäsar Goddefroy established the first trading post.

Picture: Goddefroy.

The following dates are important in the acquisition of the South Sea Islands:

In 1884 New Guinea began seizing the islands.

In 1886 recognition by England occurred.

In 1885 was the hoisting of the flag on the Marshall Islands.

In 1899 the Carolinas, the Palau Islands and the Marianas were purchased by Spain.

In 1900 Samoa was declared a German protectorate.

Picture 15.  Chinkiang (??) was Germany’s fleet and trade base in the Far East.

The Kiautsch area (Chinkiang??) became a protectorate of the German Reich in 1898 and was leased for the duration of 99 years by China.

Picture 16. Text

Gratification and exploration must precede economic development and exploitation of the colonies.  

Often the native tribes had to become accustomed to a settled-down life and stop their constant battles between the various tribes.  The Hereros and the Hottentots in the southwest were in constant strife with each other, and it only stopped, when they directed their attacks to the whites.  (The rebellions of the Hereros and the Hottentots lasted from 1904 until 1907 and meant a setback for our colony that was then in its beginning stages.  

Picture 17.  Rebellions of the various native tribes limit peaceful colonial development.

Picture: Southwest horseman.  Monument in memory of the overcoming of the rebellions.

Picture 18.  Wissmann frees East Africa from Arab slave trade. 

The revolt in East Africa was instigated by the Arabs.  For centuries a lively slave trade existed on the east coast, and it was the source of tremendous Arab riches.  When the German regulations forbade slave trade, the result was a rebellion in 1889 that was put down in short order by Captain Hermann von Wissmann. 

Explanation of the picture:  Picture 18: Hermann von Wissmann.

The work of colonization in the early years encountered many reverses, people and country, soil and natural forces were unknown.  Familiarization and research were the first tasks.

Picture 19.  Research expeditions made it possible to become acquainted with the new land.

Picture 20.  Roads, bridges and…

Picture 21.  Railroads develop the new areas.

While first expeditions went into the new land with stretchers and ox carts (Picture 19), there are now large areas are connected with roads and railroads  (Picture 20/21).

Picture 22.  Fertile farmland is developed through laborious clearing of the land.  Where large German plantations lie, there formerly were heavy primeval forests or steppes.  Farmland and arable land were wrested from the soil (Picture 22).  Water supply is one of the most important questions in Africa.  Water from rainfall is completely insufficient for farming in many areas.  For example, in the southwest agriculture is only possible through artificial irrigation.

Picture 23.  Irrigation often takes place by means of special facilities.
Picture 24.  Naval connections to the motherland require the construction of large ports.

A transportation system was not only a condition for economic development, but also for connection to the motherland.

Picture 25.  Text.

Colonial policies do not mean exploitation, but rather a planned development and improvement of the country.

This basic stipulation was definitive for German colonization and differentiated it from all other nations.

Picture 26.  Experimental stations test the yield return of the soil as well as the growth conditions of the plants.

Many colonizing countries began their domination with unplanned exploitation.  Through laborious experimental work Germany examined the cultivation possibilities early on and continued the planned development of the colonies based on the conclusions of the tests.  In all colonies new cultures were introduced and everywhere new utilization possibilities were created.  The entire economic development of the German East was fundamentally changed and defined through the introduction of sisal; and in the south west through the importation of caracul sheep (??)

Picture 27.  The introduction of sisal into the German east, and…

Picture 28.  the caracul sheep in the southwest increased the riches of these lands.

The southwest is thankful to the German governor von Lindequist for the introduction of the caracul sheep.  The sheep is native in Asiatic Russia (Turkistan) and through its unpretentious ways is ideally suited for breeding in the dry steppes of the southwest.

Under extremely difficult conditions, Dr. Hindorf brought the first sisal plants from Florida and Central America (export prohibited).  In the German east today we find thousands of hectares covered with sisal plants, that provide employment for thousands of workers.  As an export, sisal is in first place (27).

Picture 29.  The mining of the mineral resources proceeded according to plan.

The exploration of the earth’s resources led to the establishment of large mines, whose development made considerable progress.  Especially well known are the copper mines in Tsumeb (Southwest) and the phosphate mines in Nauru (South Seas).  

Picture: Copper mines in Tsumeb.

Picture  30.  The successful campaign against death by epidemics.  Praise of German science…

Picture 31.  a blessing for the colonies.

During the course of centuries decimating epidemics hindered attempt at colonization and often eliminated entire tribes.  If the fear of tropical diseases has been reduced, it is a German contribution.

Robert Koch, creator of a cure for the terrible tropical disease sleeping sickness, is the most significant of German researchers in the field of tropical medicine.  

Picture (30): Robert Koch. 

The outstanding results of tropical medicine made tremendous progress of inestimable significance possible, not only to the whites, but also to the blacks in the same degree.

Picture: (31) Vaccination of sick blacks.

Picture 32. Not Europeanizing, but advancement of natural phenomena.

The contact of the natives with European culture and civilization led in various ways to an uprooting and degeneration of the blacks and created a kind of “salon-Negro-type,” who outwardly looks European in clothing and societal forms; he is capable of learning and has acquired much knowledge without understanding the problems.  In his half education, he is often arrogant, considers himself superior to his tribal brothers and in relation to the whites he loses track of every standard and becomes unusable for any task.

Our task and our goal became a higher development of the black race, based on their unique qualities and this development will remain so.

The World War brought a sudden end to this rising development---

 Picture 33.  Text.

The expansion of the World War to the colonies harmed the reputation of the white race.  

For four years the small defense force in German East Africa was in an unequal struggle against an enemy with superior power.

Every white person, whether a German or an Englishman, enjoyed the respect of the natives.  The struggle of whites against each other must have shattered the admiring trust to them as “leaders.”

The use of colored troops by France on the European battlefields belongs to the dirtiest mistakes of French colonial politics, and it destroyed the authority of the whites.

Picture 34.  Lettow-Vorbeck returns to Germany unconquered.

Lettow’s campaign belongs to the most glorious in German history.  The sacrificial faithfulness of the natives remains unforgotten during the time of distress during the war, not only in the German East, but also in all other colonies, where the small number of troops bravely defended German law as in East Africa.  This is proof of the correctness of German policies towards the natives.

To summarize, we can indicate that two facts characterize the German colonial past:

1. The colonies were acquired legally and were recognized by the other powers.

2. Exemplary effort and superior abilities have researched and developed the colonies during thirty years’ successful work.

The loss of our colonial possessions through the well-known lie of guilt can only be designated as an apparent theft and can never be final for Germany.

Picture 35.  Versailles!


Article 119:

“Germany renounces in favor of the Allies and the Associated Powers all its      rights and claims in relation to its overseas possessions.”

Picture 36.  This was stolen from us!


Our colonial possessions were distributed as follows:

            German East…………England—Belgium


Old-Cameroon……….England—France


Togo………………   .England—France


German-Southwest…..South African Union


South Sea areas……...Australia—Japan


Samoa……………..…New Zealand


Kiautschou(?)………..Japan, returned to China in 1922.

New-Cameroon was annexed to French Equatorial Africa and the Kiongo-Triangle was annexed to Portuguese East Africa.  (Violation of the mandate)!

Picture 37.  Text.

“The theft of the colonies was morally an injustice, economically a case of madness.  Germany will never give up its colonial claims.”









Adolf Hitler

