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Presentation Notes
This summer I was selected to be the 2016 Fred L. Tobiason Outdoor Learning Scholar. The research fellowship funded by the Wiancko Charitable Foundation and Fred Tobiason Endowment allowed me to work full-time for 10 weeks with Wendy Call, doing research for a new book project that she will be proposing to a publisher in the fall: a creative writing guide for sense of place. This is our seventh week of research, and I am excited to share our progress. The goal of this work is to support creative writing and the final product is not meant to be scholarly. The work has been interdisciplinary, incorporating fields beyond the realm of English department. All of the photographs in this presentation were taken by me, on field visits throughout the summer.


What is sense of place?

Sense of place is derived tfrom: the latin term genzus
locz which in classical times meant the guardian
divinity in a place. The 18" century brought the
translation “gentus ot the place,” which meant the
influence of a place. With the 21%" century came the
definition we know to mean the atmosphere of a
place, or the quality of the environment.
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2. We are specifically working towards creative nonfiction.


Research Process

* Cataloguing Literary Works Related to Sense of Place

* 1.000 Search Results Reviewed

e 250 Articles to
e 60 Annotated

Read

Hntries in Bibliography
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Over the past six weeks we have spent numerous hours combing through more than 1,000 search results for “sense of place” in the University of Washington Libraries’ database. Wendy selected 250 pertinent articles for us to study. I am creating annotated bibliographies for over 50 of these—as well as inputting these and other resources into the online bibliographic service Zotero. Despite the different terminology used in different disciplines for the concept of “sense of place,” as you can see the reference of this term alone produced a vast range of articles. 
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An important part of the work that we’re doing is place-based writing, which I would define as writing about a location that considers many dimensions of information and thinking about that specific place. 
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I am writing in creative nonfiction a genre of writing in which “creative” refers to the use of literary craft, the techniques ﬁction writers, playwrights, and poets employ to present nonﬁction—factually accurate prose about real people and events—in a compelling, vivid, dramatic manner. One of the most exciting parts for me is writing about landscapes and scenes that have a strong influence in my life in Tacoma and Parkland. To help me with this project, Professor Call will be assigning writing exercises that she hopes to include in her book. Some of the locations I am writing about include: Mount Rainier, several parks in Tacoma like Wapato Park, Manitou, People’s and Wright. Bresemann Forest and the PLU Golf Course in Parkland.
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I never expected as an English major, to be able to do paid research that I would truly enjoy. This summer reinvented the idea of research for me. I learned how to filter through search results pertinent to our purpose, use the reference management system Zotero to create a digital index of the material we have collected, and apply these tools to my personal writing as well as the book proposal.
As rising Junior, I had little experience with annotating bibliographies, which I now am able to do with confidence.
As a writer, there is nothing more important than the words you know. Throughout this project I have developed a still-growing list of words I enjoy, have learned through readings, and want to be able to use in my writing. Some examples of this lexicon are the words: Usufruct which means the right to enjoy the use and advantages of another's property short of the destruction or waste of its substance; Profligate which is being recklessly extravagant or wasteful in the use of resources; and Phantasmagoria which is a confusing or strange scene that is like a dream because it is always changing in an odd way.
Through the writings that I have done so far, I have grown as a writer and learned so much about myself in the process.
The multidisciplinary aspect of this project gave me opportunities to read material I would not typically seek out on my own, in the process learning a large amount about conservation and the impact of humanity on nature. Nature has become an important part of my life, as a means of escape and learning about myself. 




Conclusion

“We recognize that certain localities have an
attraction which gives us a certain indetinable sense
of well-being and which we want to return to, time
and again.”

-John Brinckerhoft Jackson
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Pattiann Rogers, an American poet, on the faculty of the MFA Program in Creative Writing at Pacific University poses the question:

Over the past few weeks I have both borne the burden and felt the blessing of this incredible opportunity. To me, defining sense of place meant a lot. Despite living in Tacoma for 20 years, I could never define the sense of place that I felt here. After coming back from adventuring abroad, I realized how important this city is to me, the reason why I stayed close by going to PLU and ultimately the desire to become intimate with Tacoma and its history by writing about my sense of place here.
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