PLU Department of English

General Education Program Learning Outcome: Interpreting Living Traditions
Literature (LT)
Literary study explores how writers from a vast array of cultural traditions have used the
creative resources of language—in fiction, poetry, drama, and nonfiction prose—to explore
the entire range of human experience. The practice of reading literary texts exercises the
imagination, cultivates a capacity for understanding ambiguity and complexity, and instills
sensitivity for diverse human existence. Literary study builds skills of analytical and
interpretive argument, helping students become creative and critical writers.
Learning Outcomes for the Literature Track
1. Reading: Students will become accomplished, active readers who appreciate ambiguity
and complexity, and who can articulate their own interpretations with an awareness and
curiosity for other
perspectives.
2. Writing skills and process: Students will be able to write effectively for a variety of
professional and social settings. They will practice writing as a process of motivated inquiry,
engaging other writers’ ideas as they explore and develop their own. They will demonstrate
an ability to revise for content and edit for grammatical and stylistic clarity. And they will
develop an awareness of and confidence in their own voice as a writer.
3. Sense of Genre: Students will develop an appreciation of how the formal elements of
language and genre shape meaning. They will recognize how writers can transgress or
subvert generic expectations, as well as fulfill them, and they will develop their facility in
writing in appropriate genres for varied purposes and audiences.
4. Culture and History: Students will gain a knowledge of the major traditions of literatures
written in English, and an
appreciation for the diversity of literary and social voices within–and sometimes
marginalized by–those traditions. They will develop an ability to read texts in relation to their
historical and cultural contexts, in order to gain a richer understanding of both text and
context, and to become more aware of themselves as situated historically and culturally.
5. Critical Approaches: Students will develop the ability to read works of literary, rhetorical,
and cultural criticism, and deploy ideas from these texts in their own reading and writing.
They will express their own ideas as informed opinions that are in dialogue with a larger
community of interpreters, and understand how their own approach compares to the variety
of critical and theoretical approaches.
6. Research Skills: Students will be able to identify topics and formulate questions for
productive inquiry; they will identify appropriate methods and sources for research and

evaluate critically the sources they find; and they will use their chosen sources effectively in
their own writing, citing all sources appropriately.
7. Oral communication skills: Students will demonstrate the skills needed to participate in
a conversation that builds knowledge collaboratively: listening carefully and respectfully to
others’ viewpoints; articulating their own ideas and questions clearly; and situating their own
ideas in relation to other voices and ideas. Students will be able to prepare, organize, and
deliver an engaging oral presentation.
8. Valuing literature, language, and imagination: Students will develop a passion for
literature and language. They will appreciate literature’s ability to elicit feeling, cultivate the
imagination, and call us to account as humans. They will cultivate their capacity to judge the
aesthetic and ethical value of literary texts–and be able to articulate the standards behind
their judgments. They will appreciate the expressive use of language as a fundamental and
sustaining human activity, preparing for a life of learning as readers and writers.

