PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY

DIVISION. OF HUMANITIES

Senior Capstone

Presentations

FALL ACADEMIC FESTIVAL

DECEMBER 2012







—~420E—
lease Join U _
¥

oo Y

—_—

AS THE CULMINATION OF THEIR ACADEMIC
MAJORS, PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
SENIORS PRESENT TO AN OPEN AUDIENCE
THE FRUITS OF A SUBSTANTIAL PROJECT,

PAPER, OR INTERNSHIP.

P

THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY OF THE
DIVISION OF HUMANITIES WARMLY INVITE
ALLCSTUDENTS,: FACULTY,, AND THE PUBLIC

TO PARTICIPATE.
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WORD + PICTURE — IMAGE
OUR CAPSTONE SEMINAR EXAMINES THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMAGE
AND ALL THAT COMPLEX TERM IMPLIES. A LITERARY IMAGE MAY ARISE
FROM JUXTAPOSED WORDS AND PHRASES IN POETRY OR PROSE. AN
IMAGE MAY COMBINE WRITTEN SENTENCES AND ACTUAL PICTURES.
SEQUENTIAL WORD-AND-PICTURE IMAGES CAN TELL A COMPLEX STORY,
AS IN A GRAPHIC NARRATIVE. AND IMAGES MAY RELY ON SENSORY
INFORMATION BEYOND THE VISUAL. OUR CAPSTONE SEMINAR RESEARCH
SUGGESTS HOW IMAGES—ROOTED IN THE IMAGINATION AND IMAGINARY—
INFORM OUR MEMORIES, OUR HISTORIES, AND THE STORIES WE TELL.

SEMINAR IN WRITING

ARGUMENT SHAPES HUMAN LIFE. THIS IS AS TRUE IN SITUATIONS
CHARACTERIZED BY DEEPLY SHARED MUTUAL INTERESTS AS IT IS WHEN
ARGUMENT EMERGES BETWEEN FIERCE ADVERSARIES. ARGUMENT HELPS
FRIENDS DISCOVER THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION, ALLOWS ENEMIES TO
POSTPONE OR PREVENT VIOLENT CONFLICT, AND PROVIDES A PRIMARY
MEANS BY WHICH SCHOLARS DISCOVER AND COMMUNICATE THE TRUTHS
THAT BEAR UPON AN ISSUE. THE MEMBERS OF THIS CAPSTONE SELECTED
AN ISSUE OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SIGNIFICANCE, WROTE A PERSONAL
NARRATIVE DEMONSTRATING THEIR CONNECTION TO THE ISSUE,
CONDUCTED AT LEAST TWO INTERVIEWS WITH PEOPLE AFFECTED BY AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE OF THE ISSUE, COMPOSED A FORTY-ITEM ANNOTATED
BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND WROTE A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE ARGUMENTS
EMPLOYED IN THOSE SOURCES. THESE DIFFERENT PROJECTS BECAME THE
RAW MATERIAL FROM WHICH THEY ARE WRITING THEIR FINAL PROJECT, A
TWENTY TO TWENTY-FIVE PAGE PIECE OF NONFICTION PROSE. BY
COMBINING THE PERSONAL WITH THE PUBLIC AND NARRATIVE WITH
ANALYSIS, THESE PROJECTS BRING ATTENTION TO AN IMPORTANT ISSUE IN
A WAY THAT ENGAGES READERS AND CONTRIBUTES TO A USEFUL

ARGUMENT IN AN INFORMED WAY.
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PROFESSOR NATHALIE OP DE BEECK (LITERATURE)
PROFESSOR MATTHEW LEVY (WRITING)
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S5l 5P EME BLAIR BJORKMAN
“HISTORY THROUGH A GLASS SLIPPER:
COLLECTIVE MEMORY, NATIONAL
IDENTITY, AND CINDERELLA”

6:00 P.M. ARIEL ROBERTS

“SILENCED VOICES, SILENT TEXTS:
SEXUAL TRAUMA IN THE EPISTOLARY
NOVEL”

6:45 P.M. ABBEY SIMMONS

“LoST CULTURE, FOUND IDENTITY:
COLLECTIVE MEMORY IN THE
HARLEM RENAISSANCE”

7:30 P.M. NINA HARTSEL
“SEARCHING FOR SOUVENIERS:
MULTIMODAL EXPLORATIONS OF
MEMORY, HISTORY, AND THE
CREATION OF AUTHENTICITY”

8:15 P.M. STEPHANIE NOYES

“A WRINKLE IN TEXT: THE LEAP
THROUGH A LITERARY TESSERACT”
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CHRISTINE YOUNG
“WELFARE, INDEPENDENCE, AND
THE VALUE OF WORK”

NIGEL HEMMINGS

“RIGHTS, WRONGS, AND REASONS:
SHOULD THE U.S. RATIFY THE U.N.
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD?”

LESLEY GARDNER
“To READ OR NOT TO READ: THE
VALUE OF LITERATURE IN EDUCATION”

KELSEY JOHNSTON
““\WHY CAN’'T YOU GET OVER IT?’:
WHEN GRIEF IS STIGMATIZED"

AUSTIN SCHORNO

“COMPETING APPROACHES TO AFRICAN
ORPHAN CARE”

LINDSY M. PRATT
“WIiLL YOU CIVIL UNION ME?”
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11:15 A.M. MARINA PITASSI
“DROPPING THE N-BOMB!”

12:00 P.M. PAULA MCFADDEN
“EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM:
A RIGHT OR WRIT”

12:45 P.M. ADRIENNE LANGKOW
“FOOD FIGHTS: ISSUES OF NUTRITION
IN SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAMS”

1:30 P.M. D.J. ANDERSON-VINT
“I PITY THE FOOL WITHOUT EMPATHY:
ARGUMENTS ABOUT SELFISHNESS AND
TEAMWORK”

2:15 P.M. DIANNE MCGINNESS
“FROM COPENHAGEN TO SEATTLE:
A JOURNEY ON FooOT”

3:00 P.M. JOSHUA COOK
“LABOR ABUSE IN THE MIDDLE EAST:
ARGUMENTS REGARDING
RESPONSIBILITY”
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IN THIS SEMINAR STUDENTS EXPLORE A VARIETY OF LITERARY AND
CRITICAL THEORIES, INCLUDING STRUCTURALISM, DECONSTRUCTIONISM,
PSYCHOANALYSIS, MARXISM, FEMINISM, NEW HISTORICISM, READER
RESPONSE CRITICISM, LESBIAN, GAY AND QUEER CRITICISM, AFRICAN
AMERICAN CRITICISM AND POSTCOLONIALISM. FOR THEIR CAPSTONE
PROJECTS, STUDENTS ANALYZE A PRIMARY TEXT FROM THEIR MAJOR DISCL
PLINES, INFORMED BY ONE OR MORE OF THESE SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT.
THEIR PROJECTS DEMONSTRATE THAT THEORY CAN BE QUITE PRACTICAL
IN ITS ABILITY TO ILLUMINATE TEXTS OF MANY VARIETIES: LITERARY, CINE-
MATIC, ARCHITECTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND THE DISCOURSES TO WHICH
THEY CONTRIBUTE.

THE STUDENTS’ PRIMARY TEXTS AND MUCH OF THEIR SECONDARY
MATERIAL ARE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE TARGET LANGUAGES, AND THEIR
PRESENTATIONS PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM TO DEMONSTRATE
THEIR FACILITY BOTH IN CRITICAL THEORY AND IN THESE LANGUAGES.
THIS SEMESTER THE SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS REPRESENT THREE
DISCIPLINES: CHINESE STUDIES, FRENCH, AND GERMAN.

——-E—
PROFESSOR KIRSTEN CHRISTENSEN
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4:00 P.M.

4:25 P.M.

4:45 P.M.

5:05 P.M.

5:25 P:M.

CHRISTOPHER C. BORTEL
CHINESE STUDIES

“INESCAPABLE PAIN: THE
CONTEMPORARY ART OF ZHANG HUAN”

TORHILD SKILLINGSTAD
CHINESE STUDIES

“CHIANG KAI-SHEK MEMORIAL HALL:
REVERED PLACE OF MEMORY OR
REMINDER OF AN OPPRESSIVE PAST?”

OVE G. SYVERSTAD

CHINESE STUDIES

“SEEING THE OVERLOOKED: A
DISABILITY STUDIES APPROACH TO
THE MOVIE OCEAN HEAVEN (2010)”

RENEE BEDARD

FRENCH

“POSTPONING EQUALITY: THE
EXPOSURE OF POSTCOLONIAL
PERCEPTIONS IN CLAUDE LEVI-
STRAUSS’S TRISTE TROPIQUES (1955)”

EMILY KNIZEK
GERMAN

““THE MOMENT HAS COME":
HISTORICIZING HITLER’S
DECLARATION OF WAR AGAINST THE
SOVIETS IN HIS SPEECH TO THE
GERMAN PEOPLE, JUNE 22, 1941”
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HISP 499 IS THE CULMINATING COURSE FOR
THE HISPANIC STUDIES MAJOR. IN THIS COURSE,
STUDENTS DEVELOP AND WRITE A SUBSTANTIAL,
ORIGINAL, RESEARCH PROJECT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THEIR OWN INTERESTS IN THE SPANISH SPEAKING
WORLD, AND IN DIALOGUE WITH SOME OF THE
CRITICS WHO HAVE SHAPED HOW LITERATURE, FILM,
AND CULTURE ARE STUDIED IN UNIVERSITIES TODAY.
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PROFESSOR BRIDGET YADEN
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3:00 P.M. BRITTANY HAKE
“HYBRIDITY EFFECTS ON IDENTITY:
REPRESENTATIONS OF MEXICAN-

AMERICANS IN LITERATURE AND
FiLm?”
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IN THIS SEMINAR, WE EXPLORED SOME OF THE MAJOR
PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS IN THE POLITICAL
TRADITIONS OF LIBERALISM AND COMMUNITARIANISM.
LIBERALISM, AS A POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, STRESSES
THE VALUES OF FREEDOM AND EQUALITY AND
ADVOCATES FOR POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS THAT
PROTECT THESE VALUES BY ESTABLISHING
FRAMEWORKS OF CERTAIN BASIC RIGHTS AND
LIBERTIES. IT HAS ITS MODERN ORIGINS IN THE
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, PARTICULARLY IN THE
THOUGHT OF THOMAS HOBBES AND JOHN LOCKE,
AND HAS SINCE BEEN REITERATED IN DIVERSE FORMS
BY THINKERS FROM ADAM SMITH, IMMANUEL KANT,
AND JOHN STUART MILL TO JOHN RAWLS, ROBERT
NOZICK, AND RICHARD RORTY. IT HAS ALSO BEEN
SUBJECTED TO DIVERSE CRITIQUES, WHICH HAVE
ATTEMPTED TO OUTLINE THE LIMITS OF AND
ALTERNATIVES TO THESE VALUES AND THESE
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. COMMUNITARIANISM, AS A
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, REPRESENTS ONE OF THE
MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE CRITIQUES AND HAS IN
RECENT DECADES BEEN DEVELOPED BY SUCH
THINKERS AS CHARLES TAYLOR, ALASDAIR
MACINTYRE, MICHAEL SANDEL, AND MICHAEL
WALZER. THIS SEMESTER, WE DELVED INTO BOTH
PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS IN ORDER TO ASSESS
THEIR RELATIVE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES.

— N

PROFESSOR MICHAEL SCHLEETER
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1:00 P.M. YUMI KOBAYASHI
“PREVENTING TYRANNY: A 'NATURAL'

TENDENCY FOR GREATER POWER AND
WEALTH”

1:45 P.M. RACHEL YOURGLICH

“A RORTYAN APPROACH TO SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE"
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
DIVISION OF HUMANITIES
Tacoma, WA 98447
www.plu.edu/humanities

The Division of Humanities at Pacific Lutheran University
is composed of the Departments of
English (including Children’s Literature and Culture, and
Publishing and Printing Arts),

Languages and Literatures (including Chinese, Classics,
French, German, Hispanic Studies, and Norwegian),
Philosophy, and Religion,
and is also affiliated with these programs:
Chinese Studies, Environmental Studies, Global Studies,
International Honors, Scandinavian Area Studies, and
Women'’s and Gender Studies.




