University Wind Ensemble
& Pierce College Concert Band

Sunday, November 16, 2025 at 3pm
Lagerquist Concert Hall, Mary Baker Russell Music Center



Pacific Lutheran University
The College of Professional Studies and School of Music, Theatre & Dance present

University Wind Ensemble

& Pierce College Concert Band

Ron Gerhardstein and Joseph P. Scott, conductors
with Matthew Vegh, Megan Vinther, and Meghan Wagner, conductors

Sunday, November 16, 2025 at 3pm

Lagerquist Concert Hall, Mary Baker Russell Music Center

Welcome to Lagerquist Concert Hall.

Please disable the audible signal on all watches and cellular phones for the duration of the concert.
Use of cameras, recording equipment, and all digital devices is not permitted in the concert hall.

PROGRAM

Pierce College Concert Band

Overture for Winds

Charles Carter (1926-1999)

A Little TANGO MUSIC .ccvueereereessenssunssansssncsaecssecssnessassssessaesssesssessssessasssasssssssssssssssasess

Remember the Remarkables.......cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens

.......................... Adam Gorb (b. 1958)

Grace Dunlap (b. 1995)

James Reese Europe (1880-1919)
arr. Luci Disano

The Clef Club March
Ron Gerhardstein, guest conductor
INTERMISSION
University Wind Ensemble
Bright Shadow Fanfare

American Hymnsong SUite.......ceevverercriscricsisressnnsssnicssnsisssnesssssssasssssssssassosssssssnss

1. Prelude: What Wonderous Love is This

1l. Ballad: There’s a Balm in Gilead

11I. Scherzo: Nettleton (Come Though Font of Every Blessing)
V. March: Wilson (When We All Get to Heaven)

Snow on Snow

Nicole Piunno (b. 1985)

............. Dwayne S. Milburn (b. 1963)

Megan Vinther (b. 1980)

Megan Vinther, conductor

Symphonic Suite: Nausicaé of the Valley of the Wind

Joe Hisaishi (b. 1950)

1. Opening — The Legend of the Wind
1. Requiem — A Battle Between Mehve and Corvette
1l To the Far Away Land

arr. Kazuhiro Morita



Through the Storm JaRod Hall (b. 1991)
Matthew Vegh, conductor

Best Things Catherine Likhuta (b. 1981)
Meghan Wagner, conductor

Flying Jewels James M. David (b. 1978)

The Pathfinder of Panama John Philip Sousa (1854-1932)

Program Notes

Nicole Piunno is a composer who views music as a vehicle for seeing and experiencing the realities of life. Her music
reflects the paradoxes in life and how these seemingly opposites are connected as they weave together. Her harmonic
language and use of counterpoint mirrors the complexity of our world by acknowledging light and dark, past and present,
beauty and brokenness, chaos and order, spiritual and physical, life and death. Her compositions have been performed by
“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band, the United States Coast Guard Band, and at many universities and
conservatories around the country. Her large ensemble music has also been featured at multiple regional CBDNA
conferences, the Midwest Clinic, and for numerous All-State performances. The intense contrast in Bright Shadow
Fanfare refers to two possible meanings. It could mean bringing our darkness into the light in order to integrate it with
our true self. It could also mean revealing our positive traits and gifts that we may not allow ourselves to show or give to
others.

— Notes from composer’s website and score

Major Dwayne S. Milburn is an American composer, conductor and military officer. He is a graduate of UCLA with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in music (1986) and the Cleveland Institute of Music in orchestral conducting (1992). In 2009, he
completed the Ph.D. in music composition from UCLA. During his undergraduate career, Maj. Milburn was an arranger
for the UCLA band and choral programs, as well as the Special Projects Division of ABC-TV. Upon graduation, he
became the director of cadet music for the United States Military Academy, West Point, New York, serving as the
conductor for the internationally renowned West Point Glee Club. During graduate studies in Cleveland, he contributed
several arrangements to the Cleveland Orchestra. Prior to his Ph.D. studies, Maj. Milburn served as one of 24
commissioned officer conductors in the United States Army Band Program. His assignments included duties as the
associate bandmaster for the U.S. Continental Army Band, Fort Monroe, Virginia; The U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s
Own,” Washington, DC; and the U.S. Army Europe Band and Chorus, Heidelberg, Germany. American Hymnsong Suite
is a four-movement collection of some of the composer’s favorite hymns that he grew up singing and playing at church.
This particular suite is an adaptation for wind band of the work of composers Joe Utterback and Brooks Kuykendall which
was originally set for solo organ. In each movement the hymnsong is clearly present with plenty of contemporary
melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic alterations.

Megan Vinther’s Snow on Snow is a reflection of the beauty of winter and the serene stillness of gently falling snow.
Haunting and tender original melodies weave intricately together with Gustav Holst’s In the Bleak Midwinter. With rich
harmonic progression and delicate textures, this piece captures the quiet, introspective mood of gazing out at snow-
covered landscapes. Snow on Snow invites listeners to pause and enjoy a calm, peaceful moment in the midst of what can
be a chaotic season; and is listed as one of J.W. Pepper’s “Top Ten Must-Have Concert Band Christmas Pieces for
2025.”

— Notes from composer’s score

Joe Hisaishi is a Japanese composer, musical director, conductor, and pianist known for over 100 film scores and solo
albums dating back to 1981. Hisaishi's music has been known to explore and incorporate different genres,

including minimalist, experimental electronic, Western classical, and Japanese classical. He has also worked as a music
engraver and arranger. He has been associated with director and animator Hayao Miyazaki since 1984, having written
scores for all but one of Miyazaki's films. Joe Hisaishi’s music for Miyazaki's animated film Nausicad of the Valley of the
Wind was the first of many team efforts. Their collaboration has been compared to that of director Steven Spielberg and
composer John Williams. Wind band conductors and students alike enjoy performing film music. It is a delight to perform
music from this Studio Ghibli classic film.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_director
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conducting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pianist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soundtrack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimalist_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_classical_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_engraving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_engraving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayao_Miyazaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nausica%C3%A4_of_the_Valley_of_the_Wind_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nausica%C3%A4_of_the_Valley_of_the_Wind_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steven_Spielberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Williams

JaRod Hall is a Texas-native educator, performer, and composer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in music education from
the University of North Texas and he is currently the director of bands at Hobby Middle School in San Antonio. Through
the Storm is a work for mid-level bands that encapsulates the anticipation, serenity, calamity, chaos, and majesty of a
harsh winter storm. Inspired by the Texas “deep freeze” in February 2021, this work begins as all winter storms do — with
the foreboding first fallen flake. Tensions build and swirl throughout the piece. Once we finally reach the peaceful
conclusion, we know that we have made it through the storm.

— Adapted from the composer’s score

Catherine Likhuta’s Best Things was commissioned by the San Diego State University Wind Symphony and the
Imperial Valley High School Honor Band (El Centro, CA). In the score, the composer reminds us that:

“The most beautiful things in life aren’t things at all. They are the moments, the experiences, the
intangible gifts that money can’t buy. In a world driven by industry and a constant pursuit of more,
it’s essential to pause and savor these simple wonders. We often let them slip by unnoticed, but if we
make the effort to embrace them, every little piece of life’s magic has the power to enrich our hearts
in much more rewarding ways than any financial gains. We just have to remember what matters.”

James David’s Flying Jewels is a symphonic poem for wind ensemble that attempts to capture the joyous and hopeful
spirit of a famous essay [Joyas Voladoras] by the late author Brian Doyle (1956-2017). The essay asserts the connection
that all people and creatures share; we all have one heart that carries us through life’s struggles, victories, and simple
pleasures. My composition deals with the themes of Doyle’s essay by depicting the heart rhythms of different creatures
through various metric/tempo modulations and relationships. First is the hummingbird, flitting about with bright
flourishes from woodwinds and metallic percussion at superhuman speeds. A reptile’s three-chambered heart is heard next
with nods to the triple-meter dances of the Caribbean. At the center of the work is the human heart, which is a simple tune
that slowly builds to a cadence at the heart rate of a blue whale: four giant chords that resound under the ocean depths.
Finally, the work recapitulates each idea while gaining speed to combine all of the tempi in an exuberant and ecstatic
finale.

— Notes from composer’s score

John Philip Sousa’s The Pathfinder of Panama was composed and premiered in 1915 at the Panama Canal and Panama-
Pacific Exposition held over an extended nine-week event in San Francisco, CA. The march was composed at the request
of Walter Anthony, a reporter for the San Francisco Call newspaper. The work epitomizes the joyful and energetic spirit
of ingenuity that built the Panama Canal — an engineering marvel that shortened the ocean voyage between New York
City and San Francisco by 8,000 miles. The summer of 1915 also marks a historic performance of the Sousa Band at the
Stadium Bowl in Tacoma, WA which drew a record crowd of nearly 40,000 audience members over two days, July 27
and 28, 1915. Spectators and cars lined the inside of the stadium to hear the world-famous Sousa Band. On the program
was, in fact, Sousa’s newest composition The Pathfinders of Panama.

About the Conductors

Ron Gerhardstein is the Director of Bands and Associate Professor of Music at Pacific Lutheran University. Dr.
Gerhardstein has enjoyed a long career as a music educator in public school and collegiate settings. At PLU, he directs the
Wind Ensemble and he teaches coursework in the music education curriculum, including: Band Repertoire and Rehearsal,
Woodwind Labs I/II, Percussion Lab, Music and Culture, and PLUS 100: Transitions to PLU. Dr. Gerhardstein earned a
Ph.D. in music education from Temple University where he studied with Edwin Gordon and Beth Bolton. Dr.
Gerhardstein is a frequent workshop clinician, guest conductor, and festival adjudicator. Prior to coming to PLU in 2014,
he was the band director at West Valley High School in Yakima where his band program had a reputation for excellence
in all areas (concert band, jazz band, and marching band). He has proudly served as an honor band conductor on several
occasions, most notably the 2019 APAC Honor Band in Kobe, Japan, and the 2017 WMEA Junior All-State “Rainier”
Band. A passionate advocate for music education, Ron is an active member of WMEA, currently serving as the Past-
President.

Joseph P. Scott serves as Assistant Professor of Instrumental Music at Pierce College. In this position, Joseph conducts
the Pierce College Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, and Orchestra and teaches courses in music theory. Prior to this
appointment, Joseph taught at Saint Martin's University in Lacey, WA where he directed the Wind Ensemble and taught
courses in music education and music theory. While in his first year on faculty at SMU, Joseph was nominated for Faculty



of the Year (2022-2023) for “excellence in teaching, high standards and rigor in the classroom, high expectations for
student performance, and high level of empathy and concern for student growth and development.” Joseph served as
conductor of the College of the Holy Cross Wind Ensemble and Orchestra and assistant conductor of the University of
Maryland’s Wind Orchestra and Wind Ensemble. Joseph also served as music director and conductor of the Maryland
Community Band based in College Park, MD. Joseph was recently a guest conductor with the University of Maryland
Wind Orchestra and Repertoire Orchestra and frequently serves as a guest conductor and adjudicator in Washington,
California, Maryland, and internationally for solo and large ensemble festivals, as well as honor bands and orchestras.
Joseph’s research on 20™-century composers Arthur Meulemans and Paul Hindemith have recently received international
recognition, with conference presentations at the World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE) in
Prague, Czech Republic, and two recent presentations with the International Conference on Wind Music (IGEB) in
Bolzano, Italy and Valencia, Spain. Joseph’s article “Exploring the Harmonic Wedge” was published in the peer-reviewed
journal Estudios bandisticos in 2020. Joseph was selected as a semi-finalist for the American Prize in wind conducting in
both 2018 and 2019.

Matt Vegh has served as the director of the PLU Concert Band since the fall of 2024. He graduated from Pacific Lutheran
University in 2012 with a Bachelor’s of music education (K-12 band and K-12 music) and Central Washington University
in 2016 with a Master’s of Music in wind band conducting, where he studied with Lewis Norfleet and Mark Lane.
Professor Vegh also serves as the Director of Bands at Steilacoom High School. At SHS, he directs Wind Ensemble,
Percussion Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, and has taught AP Music Theory. His concert bands consistently
receive Superior ratings at festivals, while the percussion ensemble frequently performs at the WIAA/WMEA State
Ensemble Contest, and has performed as a guest ensemble with Pacific Lutheran University’s Percussion Ensemble twice.
Matt Vegh’s primary instrument is saxophone. He studied privately with Tracy Knoop, Dr. Erik Steighner, and online
with Chad Lefkowitz-Brown. He has been fortunate to perform with the Columbia Basin Jazz Orchestra, South Sound
Symphonic Band, Sophisticated Swing Jazz Band, and various other groups in the Pacific Northwest.

Megan Vinther is a Seattle area composer, performer, and music educator who is passionate about creating welcoming
communities through music. She has taught in secondary public schools since 2003 and is currently the director of
instrumental music at Everett High School in Everett, Washington, and conducts the Edmonds Concert Band at Edmonds
College. As frequent adjudicator and guest conductor, Megan works with ensembles across the region to provide
insightful feedback and musical leadership. Megan holds a B.M.E. and M.M.E. from the University of Oregon. Born and
raised in the Pacific Northwest, Megan has spent the entirety of her carcer in Washington and Oregon. Recent
commissions and collaborations with the Wintergrass Youth Orchestra, North County Honor Band, Bluegene Brass
Quintet, and Seattle JazzEd have been met with delight by conductors, performers, and audiences alike. Her compositions
can be found on her website, MeganVintherMusic.com, and are published by Murphy Music, Brava Jazz, Randall
Standridge Music, and Carl Fisher Music.

Meghan Wagner is a distinguished educator and musician, holding a Bachelor’s degree in music education from Pacific
Lutheran University (2004) and a Master’s degree in music education from Central Washington University (2014).
Recognized for her commitment to excellence, Meghan achieved National Board Certification in 2010 and was a quarter-
finalist for the Grammy Teacher of the Year award in 2013, and again in 2025. Currently serving as the director of bands
at Auburn Riverside High School, Meghan leads a diverse array of ensembles, including two jazz bands, two percussion
ensemble classes, three concert bands, and the Silver Sound Basketball Band. Her leadership has propelled the ARHS
Wind Ensemble to prestigious venues and events, such as their performance at Carnegie Hall in New York (2014),
invitations to the WorldStrides Festival of Gold in Los Angeles (2016 and 2018), and the National Association for Music
Education Northwest Conference (2017). The Wind Ensemble will return to New York to perform at Carnegie Hall in
2026. Renowned for her expertise as a clinician, guest conductor, and adjudicator, Meghan Wagner delights in spreading
her love for music education across diverse platforms. Committed to amplifying underrepresented voices in wind band,
Meghan actively engages in commissioning new works, thoughtful repertoire selection, and hosting visiting artists.
Currently, Meghan serves as President Elect for the Washington Music Educators Association. Meghan's commitment to
advancing the field is further evidenced by her recent publications, most notably as co-authoring the book Women in Wind
Band, published by GIA in December 2023.


https://wintergrass.com/youth-education/

Flute

Jana Bergman
Josie Driscoll
Holly Gentes
Sarah Thompson
Barb Walk

Bassoon
Marcus Buzunov
Gabrielle Irle

Clarinet

Evan Attaway
Naomi Beus

Ibel Cantelmi
Kayden Fox
Jayden Marshall
Margaret Nelson
Ashten Reid
Alex Willingham

Bass Clarinet
Christine Barrick
Lizzy Bolland
Kaitlin Dahlberg
Katie Gargan

Pierce College Concert Band

Alto Sax

Clara Brown

Kolin Dowd-Zielinski
Lex Miller

Larry Wiseman

Tenor Sax
Emily Curtis
Sadie Crane
Mickey Medina
Mike Miller

Baritone Sax
Tommy Barone
Melissa Walsworth

Horn

Leon Arcos-Christopher
Dave Dittermore

Abner Donis

Matt Evans

Ross Fjermedal
Harrison Oberg

Jay O’Donnell

Kaden Reid

Trumpet
Cameron Keefer

Bryan Mathews
Bob Pearson
Kaarlo Pertantie
Jack Prindle
Greg Rogers
Marlon Sandlin
Glenn Walp

Trombone
Toni DePoister
Scott Eylander
Emma Meyer
Kevin Rivers
Kennedy Son
Ron Stonum
Wyatt Hammer

Euphonium
Steve DePoister

Patrick Hill
Maurin Medina
Trey Wood

Tuba

Sean Gargan
Bill Morchin
Laura Rubinson
Frank Sefton

Percussion

Evan Brentson
Jim Harkins
James Leicht
Hunter Moore
Rogan Paskewitz
Trudy Rader

AlJ Russell
Sokcheatta Sayles



Flute

Heta Honanie

Kade Levien*

Eli Lockhart
Michelle Owen
Annalise Sackreiter

Oboe/English Horn
Sara Atwood

Jayden White*

Bassoon

Grace Karns

Angel Rodriguez Gil
Syd Thayer-O’Brien*

Clarinet
Meaghan Austin*
Katelyn Hight
Riley Judd

Alena Kwon
Andrew Lee

Bass Clarinet
Abi Caprye

Pacific Lutheran University Wind Ensemble

Alto Sax
Conor Beach*
Lucas Chabaud

Tenor Sax
Lawrence Balajadia

Baritone Sax
Steven Blankenship

Horn

Ben Coats*

James Gibson*
Cameron Holden
Ashley Lopez Mora
Micaiah Tinkler

Trumpet
Devin Bianchi-Rivera*

Gaje Dequis
Allison Howes
Sylvie Manz
Justin Mendoza
Elizabeth Williams

Trombone

Lola Chargualaf

Sabien Kinchlow-McConnaughey*
Max Minjares

Jaden Pulido-Hughes

Euphonium
Cody Nutter

Josh Green

Tuba
Cassidy Stanhope*
Preston Hill

Double Bass
Kindra Gonsalvez

Percussion

Laura Bahrt

Kyle Gough

Ben Hegge

Rory Lacy

Evan Nakanishi*
Adrian Ragil
Ronin Schoolcraft

Piano
Jeff Orr

Harp
Sarah Harker

*Section Leader



SCHOOL OF

MUSIC, THEATRE & DANCE

ALL MUSIC EVENTS ARE IN MARY BAKER RUSSELL MUSIC CENTER, LAGERQUIST CONCERT HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

SEPTEMBER

21 Sunday, 3pm
Faculty Recital: Erik Steighner, Saxophone & Oksana Ejokina,
Piano, free admission

28 Sunday, 3pm
Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Angela Kraft Cross, Organist

OCTOBER

5 Sunday, 3pm
University Wind Ensemble
14 Tuesday 11:15am
Igor Santos Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music
Center Room 334, free admission
14 Tuesday and 15 Wednesday, 7:30pm
Fall Festival of Choirs
16 Thursday 12:15pm
John Popham and Pala Garcia Composition Workshop. Mary Baker
Russell Music Center Room 334, free admission
21 Tuesday, 7:30pm
University Symphony Orchestra
24 Friday, 12pm
Orchestra Festival concert, free admission
25 Saturday
NATS Artist Awards competition
26 Sunday, 3pm
South Sound Saxophone Ensemble, free admission
28 Tuesday, 7:30pm
Faculty Recital: Danielle Lemieux, Horn & Amy Boers, Piano, free
admission
30 Thursday 10:30am
Matt Aucoin Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music
Center Room 116, free admission
31 Friday, 7:30pm
PLU Symphonic Band, free admission

NOVEMBER

2 Sunday, 3pm
Angela Meade Vocal Competition, free admission
2 Sunday, 7:30pm
Guest Artist Recital: Randall Scarlata, Baritone & Gilbert Kalish,
Piano, free admission
8 Saturday, 12:30pm
Wendy Wilhelmi Flute Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music
Center Room 334, free admission
9 Sunday, 3pm
Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Julia Brown, Organist
12 Wednesday, 7:30pm
Early Music Concert, free admission
15 Saturday, 3pm
Woodwind Students Recital, free admission
15 Saturday, 4:30pm
Brass Students Recital, free admission
16 Sunday, 3pm
University Wind Ensemble
16 Sunday, 7:30pm
Steel Band, free admission
17 Monday, 7:30pm
PLUtonic/Gold Rush. The Cave, Anderson
University Center, free admission
18 Tuesday, 7:30pm
University Concert Band
19 Wednesday, 7:30pm
Piano Ensemble, free admission
20 Thursday, 7:30pm
Percussion Ensemble, free admission
21-22 Friday-Saturday, 7:30pm
Opera Scenes. Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille Phillips Center

NOVEMBER, Cont.

22 Saturday, 12pm
Sglvvinden Flute Ensemble, free admission
23 Sunday, 12pm
Guitar Orchestra & Guitar Ensemble, free admission
23 Sunday, 3pm
Choral Union
23 Sunday, 6pm
Chamber Music Kaleidoscope, free admission
23 Sunday, 7:30pm
String Kaleidoscope, free admission
24 Monday, 7:30pm
University Jazz Ensemble. Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille
Phillips Center

DECEMBER
All Shall Be Well, A PLU Christmas Concert

Tickets go on sale Tuesday, November 4
Friday, December 5, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall
Saturday, December 6, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall
Saturday, December 6, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall
Sunday, December 7, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall
Monday, December 8, at 7:30pm - Benaroya Hall, Seattle

2 Tuesday, 6pm
Saxophone Quartets & Jazz Combos. The Cave, Anderson
University Center, free admission

3 Wednesday, 7:30pm
Sounds of Christmas, featuring University Singers and Knights
Chorus

JANUARY
10 Saturday, 4:30 and 6:30pm
Northwest High School Honor Band, free admission
18 Sunday, 6pm
PLU Honor Orchestra for Strings, free admission
25 Sunday
South Sound Flute Day, Mary Baker Russell Music Center

To view more detailed event information, please visit:
www.plu.edu/music/calendar (Updated October 30, 2025)
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