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Pacific Lutheran University 
The College of Professional Studies and School of Music, Theatre & Dance present 

 
Percussion Ensemble 

 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 at 7:30pm 

Lagerquist Concert Hall, Mary Baker Russell Music Center 
 

Welcome to Lagerquist Concert Hall.  
Please disable the audible signal on all watches and cellular phones for the duration of the concert.  
Use of cameras, recording equipment, and all digital devices is not permitted in the concert hall. 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 
Jupiter for Percussion Ensemble ................................................................................................ Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

                arr. Panipal Issac 
Kyle Gough, student conductor 

 
Tomfoolery, Trio for Tom-Toms .................................................................................................... Wes Stephens (b. 1983) 
 
Prism ...................................................................................................................................................... Keiko Abe (b. 1937) 

Adrian Ragil, marimba soloist 
 

Kerberos Drums for Three Percussionists ..........................................................................................................Daiki Kato 
 

INTERMISSION 
 
Link and Navi ...................................................................................................................................... Koji Kondo (b. 1961) 

         arr. Ronin Schoolcraft 
 

Fractaria ........................................................................................................................... Owen Clayton Condon (b. 1978) 
 

Clock Speed ..................................................................................................................................... Fumihiro Ono (b. 1990) 
Douglas Weaver, snare soloist 

 
Concerto for Marimba and Percussion Ensemble ......................................................................... Ney Rosauro (b. 1952) 

I. Saudação (Greetings) 
II. Lamento (Lament) 
III. Dança (Dance) 
IV. Despedida (Farewell) 

Evan Nakanishi, marimba soloist • Jenea Staples, student conductor 
 

 
PLU Percussion Ensemble 

Miho Takekawa, director 
 

Evan Nakanishi • Kyle Gough • Ben Hegge • Ronin Schoolcraft • Makayla Lu • Jenea Staples 
Ben Coats • Laura Bahrt • Aiden Miller • Jayden White • Rory Lacy  

Adrian Ragil, Brandon Liukkonen, and Douglas Weaver, community members 
 
 



Program Notes 
 
Kerberos Drums is inspired by Cerberus, the three-headed watchdog of hell from Greek mythology. Inspired by the idea 
of one body with three heads, I composed this piece with three players encircling the percussion cluster. It is said that 
Cerberus sleeps with its three heads taking turns, and this piece also features continuous rhythmic interactions (except for 
a very short grand pause). This comprises a simple combination of eight and sixteenth notes and rests. There are no 
triplets, rolls, or intricate decorations used. The eight drums, except for the snare drum, are tuned in pitch indicated on the 
score. The conga’s pitch is higher than tom-tom. The snare drum’s is lower than bongo and higher than tom-tom.  
 

– Program notes by composer  
 

Concerto for Marimba was written between June and July of 1986 while Rosauro had a broken left wrist. The main 
marimba solos were finished later when his wrist had healed, so that the solos would be idiomatic to the instrument. The 
premiere (with piano reduction) occurred in September 1986 at the Teatro Nacional de Brasilia, performed by the 
composer and pianist Ana Amelia Gomide. This work was originally written for marimba and string orchestra and was 
premiered in this format by Rosauro and the Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra (USA) in November of 1986. The concerto 
is dedicated to Rosauro’s son, Marcelo, who was born around the time of the composition. Because Rosauro could not 
find a suitable concerto that he liked, he wrote this concerto with the intention of programming it on the final recital for 
his master’s degree in music at the Hochschule fùr Musik Wurzburg in Germany under the direction of Professor 
Siegfried Fink. The initial title was Serenata for Marimba and String Orchestra. The eighteen-minute lyrical work uses 
classical, jazz, and Brazilian motifs, and consists of four movements instead of the traditional three-movement concerto 
form. The movement titles are “Saudaçao” (Greetings), “Lamento” (Lament), “Danca” (Dance) and “Despedida” 
(Farewell). Although no folkloric or popular Brazilian theme is directly applied in the work, a Brazilian musical 
atmosphere still permeates the entire piece as evidenced by the use of syncopated rhythms and charming melodies in its 
texture.  

– Written by Jeff More 
 
 

About the Director 
 

Miho Takekawa is originally from Tokyo, Japan. She teaches at Pacific Lutheran University, where she is head of the 
percussion studio and directs the school’s Percussion Ensemble and Steel Band. Previously, she was an interim professor 
of percussion at the University of Washington School of Music from 2011 to 2012. Miho began piano at age three and 
took up percussion at age thirteen, ultimately graduating from Tokyo’s prestigious Kunitachi School of Music. She earned 
both her masters and doctoral degrees in percussion performance from the University of Washington School of Music in 
Seattle, where she was awarded the coveted Boeing Scholarship, among other honors. Takekawa is a sought-after 
performer in many styles of music including classical, steel pan, and West African drumming. She performs with Vashon 
Opera, Pan Duo, and many other groups. She is also a founding member of the Miho & Diego Duo 
(www.mihodiego.com). Significant awards include a Washington State Arts Commission Fellowship and grants from 
King County 4Culture. In addition to her own performance career, Miho directed the North Rainbow Steel Drum Group 
(Sapporo, Japan) and served as an arranger for the Hirosaki Rainbow Steel Pan Group. In 2023, the Miho & Diego Duo 
traveled to Namibia, Africa to teach marimba at Sunshine Private School and performed with the Ongama Drum Cafe 
Group. They have also received an invitation to perform with the Hirosaki University Tsugaru Shamisen Group, which is 
a concert supported by the Agency of Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan. Miho’s other significant activities include 
serving as Vice President of the Washington Chapter of Percussive Arts Society, directing the PLU Alumni Steel Band, 
and working with the Folk & Traditional Arts Program of the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission. 
Additionally, she is a contributing coauthor of A Composer's Insight: Thoughts, Analysis and Commentary on 
Contemporary Masterpieces for Wind Band published by Meredith Music. Miho has worked to foster cultural exchange 
between Japanese and American youth music groups. Many of Miho’s past activities can be found at 
www.tymusicexchange.com. 
 



 
ALL MUSIC EVENTS ARE IN MARY BAKER RUSSELL MUSIC CENTER, LAGERQUIST CONCERT HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

 
SEPTEMBER 

21 Sunday, 3pm 
 Faculty Recital: Erik Steighner, Saxophone & Oksana Ejokina, 

 Piano, free admission 
28 Sunday, 3pm 

Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Angela Kraft Cross, Organist 
 

OCTOBER 
5 Sunday, 3pm 

University Wind Ensemble 
14 Tuesday 11:15am 

Igor Santos Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
 Center Room 334, free admission 
14 Tuesday and 15 Wednesday, 7:30pm 

Fall Festival of Choirs 
16 Thursday 12:15pm 

John Popham and Pala Garcia Composition Workshop. Mary Baker 
 Russell Music Center Room 334, free admission 
21 Tuesday, 7:30pm 

University Symphony Orchestra 
24 Friday, 12pm  

 Orchestra Festival concert, free admission 
25 Saturday 

 NATS Artist Awards competition 
26 Sunday, 3pm 

South Sound Saxophone Ensemble, free admission 
28 Tuesday, 7:30pm 
 Faculty Recital: Danielle Lemieux, Horn & Amy Boers, Piano, free 

 admission 
30 Thursday 10:30am 

Matt Aucoin Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
 Center Room 116, free admission 
31 Friday, 7:30pm 

PLU Symphonic Band, free admission 
 

NOVEMBER 
2 Sunday, 3pm 
 Angela Meade Vocal Competition, free admission 
2 Sunday, 7:30pm 
 Guest Artist Recital: Randall Scarlata, Baritone & Gilbert Kalish, 

Piano, free admission 
8 Saturday, 12:30pm 

Wendy Wilhelmi Flute Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
Center Room 334, free admission 

9 Sunday, 3pm 
Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Julia Brown, Organist 

12 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Early Music Concert, free admission 

15 Saturday, 3pm 
Woodwind Students Recital, free admission 

15 Saturday, 4:30pm 
Brass Students Recital, free admission 

16 Sunday, 3pm 
University Wind Ensemble 

16 Sunday, 7:30pm 
 Steel Band, free admission 
17 Monday, 7:30pm 

PLUtonic/Gold Rush. The Cave, Anderson 
University Center, free admission  

18 Tuesday, 7:30pm 
University Concert Band 

19 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Piano Ensemble, free admission 

20 Thursday, 7:30pm 
 Percussion Ensemble, free admission 
21-22 Friday-Saturday, 7:30pm 

Opera Scenes. Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille Phillips Center 

 
NOVEMBER, Cont. 

22 Saturday, 12pm 
Sølvvinden Flute Ensemble, free admission 

23 Sunday, 12pm 
Guitar Orchestra & Guitar Ensemble, free admission 

23 Sunday, 3pm 
 Choral Union 
23 Sunday, 6pm 

Chamber Music Kaleidoscope, free admission 
23 Sunday, 7:30pm 

String Kaleidoscope, free admission 
24 Monday, 7:30pm 

University Jazz Ensemble.  Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille 
Phillips Center 

 
DECEMBER 

All Shall Be Well, A PLU Christmas Concert 
            Tickets go on sale Tuesday, November 4 
 

Friday, December 5, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Saturday, December 6, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Saturday, December 6, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Sunday, December 7, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Monday, December 8, at 7:30pm - Benaroya Hall, Seattle 

2 Tuesday, 6pm 
Saxophone Quartets & Jazz Combos.  The Cave, Anderson 
University Center, free admission  

3 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Sounds of Christmas, featuring University Singers and Knights 
Chorus 

 
JANUARY         

10 Saturday, 4:30 and 6:30pm 
Northwest High School Honor Band, free admission 

18 Sunday, 6pm 
PLU Honor Orchestra for Strings, free admission    

25 Sunday 
South Sound Flute Day, Mary Baker Russell Music Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To view more detailed event information, please visit: 
www.plu.edu/music/calendar (Updated October 30, 2025) 
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