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Welcome to Lagerquist Concert Hall. 

Please disable the audible signal on all watches and cellular phones for the duration of the concert. 
Use of cameras, recording equipment, and all digital devices is not permitted in the concert hall. 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 
Liebeslieder Waltzes, op. 52 ................................................................................................ Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

Justin Murphy-Mancini and Lark Powers, piano 
 

i. Rede, Mädchen 
Say, you all too charming one who have darted into my cool breast 
These wild fiery feelings with your glances, won’t you soften your heart?  
Do you want to remain overly innocent, without intimate rapture, or do you want me to come? 
Rest without intimate rapture? I don’t want to do such bitter penance.  
Just come, black eyes, come, when the stars come out! 

  
iii. O die Frauen 
O the ladies, how bliss emanates from them like a dew! 
I would have become a monk long ago, if it were not for the ladies! 

 
iv. Wie des Abends schöne Röte 
I, poor girl, would like to glow like the beautiful red of sunset,  
To please a certain someone, a certain someone, and to shed about him bliss without end. 

 
v. Die grüne Hopfenranke 
The green tendril of the hop-vine snakes along the ground.  
How sad the beautiful young girl is feeling! 
Listen, green tendril. Why don’t you lift yourself up toward the sky? 
Listen, beautiful girl. Why is your heart so heavy? 
How could the tendril lift itself if no support lends it strength? 
How could the girl be merry if her sweetheart is far away?  

 
vi. Ein kleiner, hübscher Vogel 
A pretty little bird took flight to the garden; there, there was fruit enough. 
If I were a pretty little bird, I would not hesitate, 
I would do just as he did. But…birdlime had been cunningly smeared on the twigs at that place; 
the poor bird was stuck in the birdlime and could no longer fly away, could not fly away.  
If I were a pretty bird, I would hesitate after all,  
I wouldn't do as he did. Then the bird came into a beautiful hand;  



There the lucky bird felt happy.  
If I were a pretty little bird, I would not hesitate,  
I would do as he did after all.  

 
ix. Am Donaustrande 
On the bank of the Danube there is a house; a rosy-cheeked girl is looking out the window.  
The girl is certainly well protected: ten bolts bar the door.  
Ten iron bolts-what a joke! I shall burst them as if they were only made of glass. 

 
x. O wie sanft die Quelle 
O how gently the brook winds through the meadow! 
O how beautiful, when love finds the way to love! 

 
xi. Nein, est ist nicht auszukommen 
No, it’s not possible to get along with some people; 
They know how to interpret everything in such a poisonous way! 
If I am cheerful, I am harboring base inclinations;  
if I am quiet, then it means that love has made me crazy.  

 
xii. Schlosser auf, und mache Schlösser 
Locksmith, come! Make locks, innumerable locks! 
For I want to lock up the scandalmongers all at the same time.  

 
xiii. Vögelein durchrauscht die Luft 
 A little bird darts about through the air, searching for a branch;  
and the heart desires another heart, where it can blissfully rest.  

 
xiv. Sieh’, wie ist die Welle klar 
See how clear the waves are when the moon shines down on them! 
You who are my love, love me again! 

 
xviii. Es bebet das Gesträuche 
The shrubbery is trembling: a little bird just grazed it in its flight.  
In the same way my soul is trembling: shaken by love,  
Pleasure, and pain, it is thinking of you.  

 
Star in the East .................................................................................................................................................... Anonymous 

arr. Jordan Sramek 
Laura Elmquist, Joshua Luebke, and Kyle Sholinder, trio 

 
The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass (2008) ............................................................................................. Carol Barnett 

Text by Marisha Chamberlain 
i. Ballad: Refrain 

Sophia Barkhurst, mezzo-soprano 
 

ii. Kyrie  
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
 
iii. Ballad: First Verse 

Lillian Gunderson, mezzo-soprano 
 

iv. Gloria  
v. Ballad: Second Verse & Refrain 

Julie Whalen, mezzo-soprano 
vi. Credo 

Caitlyn Pourcio, soprano • John Marzano, tenor 



vii. Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts: 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
viii. Ballad: Third and Fourth Verses and Refrain 

Caitlyn Pourcio, soprano • Allen Tugade, tenor 
Julie Whalen, Becky Purser, and Zyreal Oliver-Chandler, trio 

 
ix. Agnus Dei 
x. Instrumental Interlude: Art Thou Weary? 
xi. Benediction 

Amy Cole, Jamie Lindberg, and Dane Schmidt, trio 
 

xii. Conclusion 
Alison Shane, mezzo-soprano  

 
 

About the Artistic Director 
 

Raul Dominguez is Associate Director of Choral Studies at PLU where he leads University Chorale, 
University Singers, and teaches courses in Secondary Methods and the Conducting sequence. 
Dominguez received his DMA degree in choral conducting and literature from the University of 
Colorado Boulder, and his MM in choral conducting from Ithaca College. Prior, he taught at Clear Lake 
High School in Houston, TX for four years and earned his BME and BMVP from Oklahoma City 
University. Dominguez has led honor choirs of varying levels and sessions on his research into the 
choral repertoire of Mexico, movement pedagogy, and student leadership. His research focus is 
Mexican choral repertoire and his music is published through Alliance Music, La Voz, and the Lawson-

Gould series through Alfred. Dominguez lives in the beautiful Tacoma area with his wonderful husband Kevin and their 
two cats, Luci and Ahsoka. raulconducts.com 
 

 
About the Artists 

 
Elizabeth C. D. Brown is head of 
the Guitar and Lute program at PLU 
and has taught at Cornish College of 
the Arts and Seattle Pacific 
University. Performing highlights 
from recent seasons include solo 
recitals at the Music by Women and 
Northwest Guitar Festivals, 

performing concertos by Vivaldi and Sierra and 
premiering a new work for guitar and orchestra with the 
Seattle Symphony.  
 

Olivia Cottrell, a native of L.A., 
recently moved to Seattle from 
Virginia where she held a position 
with the Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra and played regularly with 
the Richmond and Williamsburg 
Symphonies. She has a bachelors 
degree in music performance from 

Biola University Conservatory of Music in L.A., and  
 

 
went on to study Baroque performance practice with Dr. 
Kangwon Kim in Madison, Wisconsin, where she was a 
member of the Madison Bach Musicians. She plays 
frequently with NOCCO Seattle, the Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, Auburn Symphony and the Northwest 
Sinfonietta. She is thoroughly enjoying the beauty of the 
Pacific Northwest and exploring Seattle's unique 
neighborhoods, with her husband Carl Wilder (Co-
Principal Librarian of the Seattle Symphony) and 
daughters, Marigold and Frances Anne. 
 

Dave Couch taught orchestra in the 
Kent School District from 1982 to 
2022. He was a member of the 
Broadway Symphony with George 
Shangrow for many years. He subs 
with the Pacific Northwest Ballet 
Orchestra, Symphony Tacoma, and 
the Auburn Symphony Orchestra. 
 

 



Pianist and harpsichordist, Lark 
Powers has performed extensively 
across the US and abroad. She is a 
frequent collaborator with ensembles 
throughout the Puget Sound, and is 
part of the piano duo, Duo Powers-de 
la Torre. In demand as a teacher, 
presenter and adjudicator, she works 

at PLU where she leads the keyboard musicianship 
program, and teaches applied piano and collaborative 
piano. 
 

Bob McCaffery-Lent grew up in 
New York City and has lived in 
Tacoma since 1986. He recently 
retired from full time work as 
Director of Music at St. Leo in 
Tacoma, and then St. Joseph in 
Seattle. Bob received his music 
training at the University of Detroit, 

Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, and PLU. He sang 
with Choral Union and Choral Arts for many years and 
is a multi-instrumentalist playing keyboards, guitar, and 
anything else with strings and frets. He currently is busy 
freelancing and playing in several local ensembles, in 
orchestra pits for musical theater, and subbing for church 
colleagues.   

Justin J. Murphy-Mancini is the 
inaugural Paul Fritts Endowed Chair 
in Organ Studies and Performance at 
PLU, where he teaches primary and 
secondary organ students, ear training, 
and music history, and serves as 
University Organist and accompanist 
of the Choral Union. Jay is equally at 

home with music of the distant past as from the modern 
day, and emphasizes performance of music by lesser-
known composers; he has premiered over a dozen new 
works for organ and harpsichord and has championed 
composers including Emma Lou Diemer and Eva-Maria 
Houben. Jay’s debut solo album, surveying American 
organ music from 1791 to the present, was released on 
Acis in February 2025. In addition to his performance 
activity, he composes in both avant-garde and accessible 
genres; his works have been performed by Ensemble 
SurPlus, the King’s Chapel Choir, and members of the 
Mivos Quartet. Jay earned degrees in organ 
performance, composition, historical performance, and 
philosophy from Oberlin College and Conservatory of 
Music, and Ph.D. in composition from UC San Diego. 
 
 

 
 

About the Ensemble 
 

The Pacific Lutheran University’s Choral Union is one of our country’s finest community choruses. Members of the 
ensemble include PLU alumni, PLU students, and members of the community. Choral Union comes to rehearse on 
selected Monday evenings from all over the Puget Sound area. This ensemble sings three concerts each year, and tours 
internationally every three or four years. Repertoire focuses on larger choral masterworks, but the choir also sings 
programs of high-level shorter choral works. Choral Union occasionally joins with other PLU ensembles for concerts, and 
collaborates with other community and professional ensembles such as the Tacoma Youth Chorus and the Northwest 
Sinfonietta. The choir has performed for such prestigious events as the American Choral Directors National Convention 
(San Antonio 2001), the Cambridge Summer Music Festival (Cambridge, England 2005), and the World Harp Congress 
(Geneva, Switzerland 2002). 
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Bluegrass Band 

Robert McCaffery-Lent, banjo • Elizabeth C. D. Brown, guitar 
Olivia Cottrell, fiddle • David Couch, bass

 
Choral Union’s 41st Season 

 
Future Sounds – Saturday, March 7, 2026 at 7:30pm 
Featuring a world premiere by Ēriks Ešenvalds in 
dedication to Dr. Richard Nance, with Choir of the West 
for Northwest American Choral Directors Convention. 
 
 

 
Sunday, March 8, 2026 at 3pm 
With the Tacoma Youth Chorus, Graham-Kapowsin High 
School Choir, and Choir of the West. 
 
Season Finale – Saturday, May 16, 2026 at 7:30pm 
Featuring Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms. 

 
 

Support Choral Union 
 

Please help us continue our imaginative programming to help bring people together!  
Scan the QR code to make a tax-deductible donation to Choral Union. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audition for Choral Union 
 

To schedule an audition for Choral Union, please contact Raul Dominguez at domingr@plu.edu. 


