
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

University Jazz Ensemble 
 

Monday, November 24, 2025 at 7:30pm 
Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 

 



Pacific Lutheran University 
The College of Professional Studies and School of Music, Theatre & Dance present 

 
University Jazz Ensemble 

 
Kate Olson, director 

 
Monday, November 24, 2025 at 7:30pm 

Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
 

Welcome to Eastvold Auditorium. 
Please disable the audible signal on all watches and cellular phones for the duration of the concert.  
Use of cameras, recording equipment, and all digital devices is not permitted in the concert hall. 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 
I Can’t Stop Loving You ............................................................................................................... Don Gibson (1928-2003) 

arr. Quincy Jones 
 

Lullaby of the Leaves .............................................................................................................. Bernice Petkere (1901-2000) 
arr. Francy Boland 

 
Stolen Moments ........................................................................................................................... Oliver Nelson (1932-1975) 

 
Nasty Magnus .............................................................................................................................. Quincy Jones (1933-2024) 

 
Fresh Start .................................................................................................................................... Marshall Gilkes (b. 1978) 

 
Swang ................................................................................................................................................................ Jessika Smith 

 
Jolly Beach .......................................................................................................................................... Annie Booth (b. 1989) 

 
Furioso ..................................................................................................................................................... Michele Fernández 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About the Director 
 

Kate Olson is an improvising saxophonist and music educator based in Seattle, Washington. Since moving to Seattle in 
2010, she has done her best to make a name for herself in the local, regional and international improvised music scenes. 
She can be heard performing with her own projects KO SOLO and KO Quartet, and as a collaborator with the Royal 
Room Collective Music Ensemble and Electric Circus (led by Wayne Horvitz), and she subs regularly with the Seattle 
Repertory Jazz Orchestra. She is the music director for Verlaine and McCann’s Land of the Sweets: The Burlesque 
Nutcracker, and saxophonist for CanCan Cabaret’s This is Halloween, which are both celebrating their 20th year of 
performance at the Triple Door. Kate has a BA in music (jazz emphasis) from the University of Wyoming and an MM in 
improvisation from the University of Michigan. She is currently on the jazz faculty at both Pacific Lutheran University 
and the University of Puget Sound. Kate’s international resume continues to grow, including performances in Russia, 
Latvia, Turkey, Switzerland, South Korea, Cuba, and Slovakia. She has appeared on stage with Terry Riley, Stuart 
Dempster, Pauline Oliveros, Allison Miller, Bobby Previte, Skerik, Patricia Barber and pop music icons Elvis Costello, 
Brandi Carlile, Sir Mix-a-lot, Matt Cameron, and Big Star's Third (featuring members of REM, the Posies, and Nada Surf) 
among others. Kate’s KO Ensemble was awarded Earshot’s Golden Ear Award in 2019 for Best NW Instrumental Group, 
and Kate won Best NW Instrumentalist in 2024. 
 

 
UNIVERSITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

 
   Saxophones    Trumpets 
   *Steven Blankenship   *Devin Bianchi-Rivera  
   Syd Thayer-O’Brien   Justin Mendoza 
   Martin Teague    Joshua Green  
   Madelyn Mitchell   Danielle Poulin   
   Angel Rodriguez Gil    Elizabeth Williams  
       
   Trombones    Rhythm Section  
   *Sabien Kinchlow-McConnaughey Cameron McLennan, bass 
   Max Minjares    Jarin Szewczyk, bass  
   Jaden Pulido-Hughes   Ben Hegge, drums 
   Cassidy Stanhope, bass trombone *Kyle Gough, vibraphone 
      
        *section leaders 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Find out more about jazz studies at PLU at www.plu.edu/jazz,  
on Facebook: Pacific Lutheran University Jazz Studies;  

and subscribe to our Youtube channel: Pacific Lutheran University Jazz Studies. 
 
 

Want to skip the line at the door?  
Tickets are available for purchase online with no processing fees up until the start time of each ticketed performance.   

Visit www.plu.edu/musictickets prior to any event to purchase your tickets ahead of time.   
Simply select the event you’d like to attend and click the “Tickets” button. 

http://www.plu.edu/jazz
http://www.plu.edu/musictickets


 
ALL MUSIC EVENTS ARE IN MARY BAKER RUSSELL MUSIC CENTER, LAGERQUIST CONCERT HALL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

 
SEPTEMBER 

21 Sunday, 3pm 
 Faculty Recital: Erik Steighner, Saxophone & Oksana Ejokina, 

 Piano, free admission 
28 Sunday, 3pm 

Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Angela Kraft Cross, Organist 
 

OCTOBER 
5 Sunday, 3pm 

University Wind Ensemble 
14 Tuesday 11:15am 

Igor Santos Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
 Center Room 334, free admission 
14 Tuesday and 15 Wednesday, 7:30pm 

Fall Festival of Choirs 
16 Thursday 12:15pm 

John Popham and Pala Garcia Composition Workshop. Mary Baker 
 Russell Music Center Room 334, free admission 
21 Tuesday, 7:30pm 

University Symphony Orchestra 
24 Friday, 12pm  

 Orchestra Festival concert, free admission 
25 Saturday 

 NATS Artist Awards competition 
26 Sunday, 3pm 

South Sound Saxophone Ensemble, free admission 
28 Tuesday, 7:30pm 
 Faculty Recital: Danielle Lemieux, Horn & Amy Boers, Piano, free 

 admission 
30 Thursday 10:30am 

Matt Aucoin Composition Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
 Center Room 116, free admission 
31 Friday, 7:30pm 

PLU Symphonic Band, free admission 
 

NOVEMBER 
2 Sunday, 3pm 
 Angela Meade Vocal Competition, free admission 
2 Sunday, 7:30pm 
 Guest Artist Recital: Randall Scarlata, Baritone & Gilbert Kalish, 

Piano, free admission 
8 Saturday, 12:30pm 

Wendy Wilhelmi Flute Masterclass. Mary Baker Russell Music 
Center Room 334, free admission 

9 Sunday, 3pm 
Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series: Julia Brown, Organist 

12 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Early Music Concert, free admission 

15 Saturday, 3pm 
Woodwind Students Recital, free admission 

15 Saturday, 4:30pm 
Brass Students Recital, free admission 

16 Sunday, 3pm 
University Wind Ensemble 

16 Sunday, 7:30pm 
 Steel Band, free admission 
17 Monday, 7:30pm 

PLUtonic/Gold Rush. The Cave, Anderson 
University Center, free admission  

18 Tuesday, 7:30pm 
University Concert Band 

19 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Piano Ensemble, free admission 

20 Thursday, 7:30pm 
 Percussion Ensemble, free admission 
21-22 Friday-Saturday, 7:30pm 

Opera Scenes. Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille Phillips Center 

 
NOVEMBER, Cont. 

22 Saturday, 12pm 
Sølvvinden Flute Ensemble, free admission 

23 Sunday, 12pm 
Guitar Orchestra & Guitar Ensemble, free admission 

23 Sunday, 3pm 
 Choral Union 
23 Sunday, 6pm 

Chamber Music Kaleidoscope, free admission 
23 Sunday, 7:30pm 

String Kaleidoscope, free admission 
24 Monday, 7:30pm 

University Jazz Ensemble.  Eastvold Auditorium, Karen Hille 
Phillips Center 

 
DECEMBER 

All Shall Be Well, A PLU Christmas Concert 
            Tickets go on sale Tuesday, November 4 
 

Friday, December 5, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Saturday, December 6, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Saturday, December 6, at 7:30pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Sunday, December 7, at 2pm - Lagerquist Concert Hall 
Monday, December 8, at 7:30pm - Benaroya Hall, Seattle 

2 Tuesday, 6pm 
Saxophone Quartets & Jazz Combos.  The Cave, Anderson 
University Center, free admission  

3 Wednesday, 7:30pm 
Sounds of Christmas, featuring University Singers and Knights 
Chorus 

 
JANUARY         

10 Saturday, 4:30 and 6:30pm 
Northwest High School Honor Band, free admission 

18 Sunday, 6pm 
PLU Honor Orchestra for Strings, free admission    

25 Sunday 
South Sound Flute Day, Mary Baker Russell Music Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To view more detailed event information, please visit: 
www.plu.edu/music/calendar (Updated October 30, 2025) 
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