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Jeff McMahan is Professor of Philosophy at Rutgers University a Fellow of the Uehiro
Centre for Practical Ethics at Oxford University. He is the author of The Ethics of Kill-
ing: Problems at the Margins of Life and Killing in War. He has several other books

forthcoming from Oxford University Press, in-
cluding The Right Way to Fight and a collec-
tion of essays called The Values of Lives.
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In this lecture, Professor McMahan will dis-
cuss the debate between traditional just war
theorists and revisionist just war theorists, ar-
guing in favor of revisionism over traditional-
ism. It also explains the differences between
the implications of the two approaches for
such issues as preventive war, humanitarian



