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Introduction

● Women represent less 

than 30% of legislative 

bodies in 78% of 

countries globally

● Only 4 countries have 

≥50% representation of 

women

Percentage of Women in Legislative Bodies

“IPU Comparative Data on Percentage of Women.” New Parline: the IPU's Open Data Platform (beta). Inter-Parliamentary 

Union. https://data.ipu.org/compare?field=chamber::current_women_percent&structure=any__lower_chamber#map.



Theoretical Framework and Research Question

● Critical Mass Theory 

○ Proposed 30% threshold needed for women’s 

representation in legislative bodies

● Research Question: 

○ What is the relationship between women’s suffrage 

and the level of women’s representation in 

legislative bodies of government? 



Methodology and Case Selection

● Compiled data on:

○ Percentage of women in legislative bodies

○ Date universal suffrage granted

○ Years of universal suffrage

○ Use of quota system

○ Electoral system

● Selected for countries that met the theorized 30% 

threshold for critical mass



What do we know about suffrage and representation?  

● Suffrage extension 

● Institutional changes 

○ Quota systems 

○ Proportional Electoral Systems

● Research conflicts on the relative importance of suffrage 

vs. institutional changes (quotas or electoral systems)



Hypothesis Hypothesis: Of the countries that meet the 30% threshold for 
adequate representation, there will be more countries with 
universal suffrage for over 75 years than those utilizing 
institutional changes such as quota systems or proportional 
electoral systems. 

Representation of 
Women in 

Legislative Bodies

Suffrage 
Extension

Institutional 
Change

Factors in increasing 
representation

More time with suffrage = higher 
percentage of countries meeting 

threshold

Institutional Change = lower percentage of 
countries meeting threshold





Results



Analysis and Conclusion

● 67% of countries meeting the threshold use quota systems

● 56% of countries meeting the threshold use proportional electoral systems

● Amount of time with universal suffrage did not appear to have an influence

The three largest actors in international system (US, Russia, China) were included in 

this data set, although none have met the 30% threshold

● US and Russia have both had universal suffrage for 100 years but do not use 

quota systems or proportional electoral systems

● Only China uses quota system and has 24.9% representation
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