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Research Question

As global temperatures rise and Arctic ice coverage 
decreases, rendering the geopolitical landscape more 
accessible, can the regional balance of power between 
the united states and russia shift, if the opportunity to 
gain hard power increases?



Arctic Geopolitical Landscape



•	 National interest of the state 

•	 Balance of power in the International System: unipolarity, bipolarity, multipolarity 

•	 Hard power: economic and military strength

Which states will gain the most out of engagement with the Arctic?

Question to consider:

Realism in the Arctic

Components of Realism:



united states

$610 billion USD

$24.44 trillion USD

$61.4 billion USD

$1.64 trillion USD
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Analysis
While russia likely will not become the unipolar 
power of the Arctic, the state may prove a challenge 
for u.s. regional economic and military hegemony.



Who is Left Out of the Conversation

 Inupiat
 Yup’ik
Alutiiq

Athabascans
Kalaallit
Inughit
Saami
Chucki
Evens

Evenks
Nenets
Nivkhi
Sakhas
Khants
Aleut



Conclusion

While the Arctic may 
never become an arena 
of war, it may prove 
a region of intense 
competition between 
two states seeking to 
balance the scales of 
power. The question 
is: what is the cost of 
winning the Arctic?


