
While most modern scholars read the biblical Song of Songs as a collection of 
secular love poems, in antiquity it was understood to be an encoded account 
of God’s love for God’s chosen people. This talk will consider how the Song of 
Songs was taught and understood in the synagogues of the Galilee as well as how 
the Song’s exuberant earthiness enriched and enlivened theological thinking.

FEATURED SPEAKER
RABBI LAURA LIEBER is Professor of Religious Studies at Duke University, 
where she directs the Duke Center for Jewish Studies as well as the Duke-UNC 
Center for Late Ancient Studies.  A native of Fayetteville, Arkansas, she received 
her Ph.D. in the History of Judaism from the University of Chicago. Her most 
recent book is A Vocabulary of Desire: The Song of Songs in the Early Synagogue.

MARCH 23, 7:30 p.m.
Pacific Lutheran University
Scandinavian Cultural Center
12180 Park Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98447

J E W I S H  S T U D I E S  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S

plu.edu/religion 
For more information: Cynthia Givens at 253-535-7228 or parkmaca@plu.edu

The history of Adam’s first wife, Lilith. How did an ancient demon become a 
modern feminist icon?  This talk will explain this remarkable transition.
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