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This syllabus constitutes a learning contract between you and the faculty member. By enrolling and participating in this course, you agree to the information and terms set forth in this document. Please be aware that this course may be used as a requirement for the Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree, which is a professional degree, and is therefore taught at that level. 
I will never forget my first day in Jingdezhen China riding in a tour bus through a city completely dedicated to ceramic art and manufacturing. In my army career I had been taught that these people were the enemy, a threat to our freedom and way of life, and I wasn’t really sure what to expect. At a stop light a bicycle overloaded with large bouquets of bright flowers pulled up beside us and I found myself face to face with the rider through the open window. The look he gave me clearly showed what I expected of an adversary, stern and full of suspicion, perhaps even anger as if we were invaders in his routine but peaceful world. I unloaded with the only ammunition I had, a big smile. What I received in return forever changed my way of thinking. It transformed my preconceived notions, my stereo types, and my beliefs for he gave me a smile in return…and not a small one, but an ear to ear face splitting grin that filled me with joy and gave me freedom to experience and understand the world in a different way! 

SUMMARY

My main objective for this course is for us to come to the realization that this is not a trip, or a vacation, or even an academic exercise. Rather, that this experience has the potential to completely change our lives and our thinking, and not just about China, but the rest of the world. Although this may happen naturally without guidance, mentoring, and joint exploration, I believe that focusing on the day to day experiences and sharing our introspections and thoughts can provide greater understanding of how we are different, and how we are the same. My belief is that this will provide understanding and a more richly rewarding experience. In other words, I don’t want China to just “happen” to you, rather, lets engage the people, the culture, and all China has to offer, and begin to apply that in a way that has meaning and significance for our lives while we are there, and in the years to come.

We will work through this objective by “collecting” our daily encounters and documenting them in a journal. This will include class trips and explorations from high-end shopping malls to street vendors, service projects in the community to public exercise sessions. From religious site visits to art galleries, classy meals to Chinese junk food, karaoke, and many ping pong games in between. Our documentation can take many forms including written thoughts and observations, drawings and sketches, calligraphy, letters, cutting and pasting, pictures, video and audio recordings, etc. You should be thinking of your journal as an art object such as a tome or illuminated manuscript. Please use care and creativity in constructing your pages as the end project will be graded and serve as an artifact from this journey. I will be helping you with this aspect, showing examples, making suggestions and giving constructive feedback. There is no “number of pages” requirement, but the book should be substantial by the end of our endeavor.  

REQUIREMENTS

Text: When A Billion Chinese Jump: How China Will Save Mankind – Or Destroy It. 2010, Watts, Jonathan. Scribner publishing, ISBN-13 978-1416580768. You are required to maintain a nice journal for this class which will be presented at each discussion session of our class. Please contact me if you have any questions on size/page restrictions. Please no sketchbooks or notepaper books. You will need art supplies, which may include glue, for the first part of our trip before we reach Chengdu. Art supplies are readily available in Chengdu.

ARTISTIC OBJECTIVES
1) To gain more advanced understanding of principles of visual organization, including the ability to work with visual elements in two and three dimensions.
2) Present work that demonstrates perceptual acuity, conceptual understanding, and technical facility at a level appropriate for this course.
3) Study of historical achievements, current issues, and directions in Chinese society.
4) Experience and participate in critiques and discussions of your work and the work of others.
5) Begin to analyze creative works and evaluate them critically.
6) Develop an understanding of the common elements and vocabulary of art and design and of the interaction of these elements, and be able to employ this knowledge in practice and analysis.
7) Understanding of the possibilities and limitations of various materials.
8) To understand and practice a rigorous work ethic and good time management skills.

9) The practice of drawing/sketching your ideas.

10) Analytical problem solving.

11) Documentation of work.

PREREQUISITES

None
LAB FEES AND ASSOCIATED COSTS

None, however you may be asked to purchase other materials for your personal use.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Every student is expected to abide by PLU’s Academic Integrity Policy, which can be found at: http://www.plu.edu/academics/integ.html. PLU’s expectation is that students will not cheat or plagiarize, and that they will not condone these behaviors or assist others who cheat or plagiarize. Academic misconduct not only jeopardizes the career of the individual student involved, but also undermines the scholastic achievements of all PLU students and attacks the mission of this institution. Students are inherently responsible to do their own work, thereby insuring the integrity of their academic records. The most common forms of dishonesty are cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes, but is not limited to:
· Submitting material that is not yours as part of your course performance, such as copying from another student's exam, allowing another student to copy from your exam; or
· Using information or devices not allowed by the faculty; such as formulas or a computer program or data, or unauthorized materials, such as a copy of an examination before it is given; or 
· Fabricating information, such as data for a lab report; or 
· Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, test, or other evaluation; or 
· Collaborating with others on assignments without the instructor's consent; or 
· Cooperating with or helping another student to cheat; or 
· Other forms of dishonest behavior, such as having another person take an exam for you, altering exam answers and requesting the exam be re-graded; or, communicating with anyone other than a proctor or instructor during an exam.

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:
· Directly quoting the words of others without using quotation marks or indented format to identify them; or
· Using altered wording, materials or ideas of others without properly identifying their source; or 
· Representing an idea or strategy that is significant in one’s own work as one’s own when it comes from someone else.

If you are unsure about something that you want to do or the proper use of materials, then ask your instructor for clarification.
DISRUPTIVE CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

Disruptive behavior significantly undermines the creative learning environment the faculty strives to create. Therefore, behavior deemed disruptive will be addressed privately between the offender(s) and the faculty member. If the behavior continues, be it on a particular day or over the course of the semester, students may be ejected from the course and/or reported to the appropriate student affairs office. All students should be aware of the Code of Student Conduct which can be found at: http://www.plu.edu/student-involvement/Student-Conduct/home.php. The following are some basic guidelines to follow:
1. Questions and comments must be relevant to the topic at hand. 

2. You should be in your seat and ready to begin class on time. 

3. Packing up your belongings prior to the end of class is disruptive to others around you and the instructor. 

4. Classroom discussions should be civilized and respectful to everyone and relevant to the topic we are discussing. 

5. Any discussion from class that continues on a listserv or class discussion list should adhere to these same rules and expectations. 
6. If you do not have anything constructive to say…shut it!
7. If you believe you already know everything, please drop the class...in other words, please be open and teachable.
SAFETY

Each of you is responsible to know and follow PLU’s drug/alcohol policy.  If you need to be legally medicated please check in with me. 
ATTENDANCE & GRADING
Grades are partially based on attendance, participation, and attitude. Late arrivals have an adverse affect on the atmosphere in the class and force me to repeat instructions/demos. Chronic lateness and absences are evidence of poor attitude. The PLU catalog (under Academic Procedures) states: “The university assumes that all registered students have freely accepted personal responsibility for regular class attendance. Course grades reflect the quality of students’ academic performance as a whole, which normally includes regular participation in the total class experience and is evaluated accordingly. Absences may lead to a reduction of a student’s final grade. In the event of unavoidable absence, students are expected to inform the instructor. Assignments of make-up work, if any, are at the discretion of the instructor.”
Any late arrival or leaving class early is recorded as a tardy. Arriving late or leaving early by more than 20 minutes is equal to an absence. Arriving late and leaving early in combination is equal to an unexcused absence. Three late marks are equal to one unexcused absence. If you incur this absence I highly recommend you come to class (and stay), as missing the information, demos, and work time will compound the problem even further.

Each student is allowed 2 unexcused absences without penalty. Excused absences are judged on a case by case basis, but must include dated formal documentation. Receipts from medical offices will not suffice. Barring a death in the family, medical issue, or major emergency, all other issues are considered unexcused. That is to say life happens, and events in your life will make it hard, or impossible to attend class. You are also an adult with the freedom to make choices, understand and abide by rules, and accept consequences. 
Attendance will be taken every class meeting.  Class will start no later than the agreed upon time after which you will be considered late.  Three late marks are equal to one absence:

1 Absences = 0% to final grade

2 Absences = 0% to final grade

3 Absences = -5% to final grade

4 Absences = -10% to final grade

5 Absences = -15% to final grade

6 Absences = -20% to final grade

7 Absences = automatic course failure with or without formal documentation, no disputes will be reviewed or accepted. No “In Process” or “Incomplete” grades will be issued. Too much course information will have been missed to receive course credit.
Each assignment will be graded on the following seven criteria:


1) Completed work





            10 points


2) Learning objectives apparent in the work


             0 - 5 points

3) Instructions were followed



 
 
0 - 5 points

4) Documentation is present





0 - 5 points

5) Quality of ideas/originality in design




0 - 5 points

6) Quality and craftsmanship





0 - 5 points

7) Ability to discuss concepts & issues, and evaluate peers 

0 - 5 points






Total points per project = 
 40 points

The following explanation is given as a general guide for your understanding of grading, but does not constitute exact grading policy for the course. 
“A” level work includes meeting the above seven requirements, shows exceptional understanding of the concepts, and a highly proactive level of exploration and effort in the execution of the processes involved. 
“B” level work includes meeting the above seven requirements, shows average understanding of the concepts, and meets the minimum required level of effort in the execution of the processes involved. 

“C” level work includes meeting the above seven requirements, shows underdeveloped understanding of the concepts, and minimal effort in the execution of the processes involved. 

“D” level work includes meeting the above seven requirements, shows poor understanding of the concepts, and unconcern in the effort of the execution of the processes involved. 

“E” level work includes meeting the above seven requirements, but shows disregard for both understanding of the concepts and execution of the processes involved, as well as the course in general. 

There will be eight problem assignments for a possible total of 320 points. No late work will be accepted, but you are still expected to bring your work in for critique in any state of progress. 
Final grades are tallied according to the following:

95 - 100%+ 
= A

77 – 79.99%
= C+

60 – 62.99%
= D-

90 – 94.99%
= A-

73 – 76.99%
= C

<59.99%
= E
87 – 89.99%
= B+

70 – 72.99%
= C-

83 – 86.99%
= B

67 – 69.99%
= D+

80 – 82.99%
= B-

63 – 66.99%
= D

GRADE DISPUTES
Grade disputes will be considered only if the student provides;

1. A written reasoned argument that they met the learning objectives of the course as provided in this syllabus, 
2. Photographic documentation of how this was accomplished in each of the projects assigned for the semester. 

3. If the initial grade was based on attendance or missing critiques, only dated official documentation as described above will be considered in the dispute. Please note that seven absences, or missing the final critique, no matter what the reason, constitutes course failure automatically and is not subject for grade disputes.
After reviewing this information, any grade changes considered will be at the discretion of the course faculty member. Meeting the above requirements does not automatically entitle the student to a change of grade. Grade disputes may be taken to the Chair of the Department of Art & Design only after the student has first contacted the course faculty member and provided the items listed above.
SPECIAL NEEDS AND CIRCUMSTANCES

Students with medically recognized and documented disabilities, and who are in need of special accommodation have an obligation to notify the University of their needs. Students in need of accommodation should contact the Office of Disability Support Services (x7206). If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment as soon as possible.

CRITIQUES

Being a student is a social endeavor, no if’s, and’s, or but’s. This is especially true for students of the arts whether or not you are an Art Major, therefore critiques are mandatory as well as your verbal participation in them. Please be aware that critiques are the same as a test given in your other courses, therefore, missing critique is like missing a test. You are expected to be present for all critiques with your completed assignments.  Your willingness to discuss, defend, and explore the work of your peers, as well as you’re own, and your ability to use the vocabulary discussed in class is mandatory. Please remember a critique is not a personal attack against you, but an invaluable source of feedback and information necessary to your growth as an artist/person. 
DOCUMENTATION OF WORK & TECHNOLOGY
Each of you is expected to document your work whether or not you are an art major. This means you will need access to a camera. Most of you now own smart phones, and I encourage you to use it to take videos of my demonstrations and/or lectures. Please do not use your phones to text, or other uses which are not applicable to what is going on in class. Please note that videos may not be uploaded on line, sold, or used in any manner without first receiving my written and signed permission. Please turn your phone volume completely off during class times. 
EXTRA CREDIT
Extra credit is not available as you should have plenty to be getting on with. However, works from previous projects may be remade and resubmitted for consideration at the final critique. The higher of the two grades will be recorded, but no resubmitted grade may be higher than a B+.
